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AN ACCOUNT OF 

THE DANGERS 

TO WHICH I HAVE BEEN EXPOSED, 
SWCE THE 31ft OP MAY, I793. 

5INTERSPERSED WITH HISTORICAL REMAR'fcS, 

ONE OF THE FRENCH REPRESENTATIVES WHO WERE 

>PROSCRJBED IN I793. - , 

NO\J^ PRESIDENT Ot THE NATIONAL CONVENTION. 

** Righteous Heaven I enlighten this unhappy Nation, 
for whofe Liberty I pray — ^Liberty ! I follcit for thofe^ 
whofe elevated fouls contemn death, yet in cafes of necef* 
fitycan inBidt it; not "for the corrupt herd, who rifing from 
their couches of debauchery, or beds of >nifery, 'fly to glut 
themfelves, with Bloody ftreaming from gibbets^ It is for 
that wife people, 1 pray, who cultivate humanity, pradtice 
juftlce, hate flattery, diftinguifh real finends, and admire 
trut}i. Till you, my fellow citizens, become thi« wife peo- 
ple, vain is all you fay about Liberty ; your lot wiU ^ 
unbridJed licentjoufn^fs, of which all of you will by turAsi,^ 
become the vi^ms; for breajd you will get human carcafes., i\ . 
aad complete Slavery will be the iflue." 

'faithfully extraBed from Madame RoUand's Defence 
in M. S. <ivho <ivaj affafjinated by the revolutionary 
tributudf ig brumairef or ^th November ^ I793» 
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OUVET, with' whom I became ac- 

;<>> quainted during the firil miniftry of Ro- 

^^, land, and whofe agreeable fociety I always 

. fought, may fometimes, like Philopoemen, 

^ well pay the ititereft of his indifferent ap. 

^ pearance. Little, flender, ihort-iighted, 
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and -negligent in drels^ he appears nothing; 
to the vulgar, who remark not the noble- 
Xiefs of his countenance, and the fire which 
animates his eyes and features at the utte- 
rance of a grand truth, a fine fentiment, a 
fally of wfe, or. delicate taflltfry. His plea- 
fing romances, where the graces of imagi- 
nation 'Si^e conibineot wifib fluency qf Jlyle, 
the maxims of philofophy, and the fait of 
critieifm, are knowa to all men of letters 
and perfons of tafte. Politics are Indebted 
to. htm for more ferious works:, the manner 
of which depofe equally in favour of his 
head and. heart* ELe has ihown^ that his 
able hand can alternately jingle the bells of 
folly, direft the graver of hiftory,, and 
launch the thunders of eloquence. It is im- 
poffible to unite more wit with lefs preteft- 
jfiim, and more irmplrcity. Bold as a lion,, 
ficnple as 3 child, a man of feeling, a goc^ 
citizen, and a vigorous writer; he can niak€ 
Gatali-ne tremble in the fenate, dine with 
^he graces^ and fup with Bachaumbnt^ 

• / • -' '■:•-' His. 
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His niUippic> Rob^iemde^ deftrv^d (b 
Ikave been pronoimced in a fenate pbiTefled 
of'ftrength to do juftice* His Con/piracy cf 
the loth of March n another piece of valiie 
to the hiftory of the times. His Sentinel is 
<ii model for thbfe bills tobc^pcjffted up, thofc 
daily inftni^ions, defigned to 'impart jiift 
ideas of fads to a populace, which is meant 
to influence folely by reafon, to move only 
^or the good of all, and to infpire with thfe 
happy fentimefits that- honour human na- 
ture. It forms an excellent contraft to 
thofe attrocious and difgufting papers, the 
.coarfe fiyle and filthy expreilions of which 
are anfwerable to the fanguinary dodrine, 
and impure falfehoods, of which they are 
the common-ftwer^ thofe audacious per- 
formances of cahimny, hired by difhoneft 
intrigue to accbmplifli the ruin of public 
morals, and by the^d of which the gen cleft 
people in Europe has feen its dilpofition per- 
verted to fuch a degree, that the peaceable 
Parifians, whofe kindncfs of heart was held 
up as a pattern, are become the rivals of 
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thofc; ft^fodoua pretorian guirds, who fold 
their votes, their lites, txai the empire^ to- 
the beft bidder. Let us difmife tbjdfe fa4 
images, and revert our attention to the 
Obferv^ions , on St Jvfi's Report agaitift the 
confined Deputies, by a Society of Girondines^ 
printed a* Caen the 13th of July. In it I 
dif2:over'ed the ftyle, the acuteneis, and the 
^iety of Louvet : it is Reafon in diibabille, 
iporting with Ridicule, without derogating; 
from her ftr^pgth or dignity. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Prom the Caverns in Mount Jura^ i^tb ApriU 
I *}^^.-^Germinal 30, fecondjear of the B^ 
public f one and indivtfihle, 

MY fitiiation in thefe caverns, as well as for- 
merly, affords me but little leifure. I can 
only make notes 5 my Reader muft not expeft cor- 
reft language, or even copious narrative. The 
faft is, what I write, cannot be called hiftory, nor 
«ven memoirs ; it is merely a colle<5lion of memo- 
randums, which may be ufeful hereafter, fhould I 
iind time to write 5 6/, if I fliould not, they may 
afiift another. What I write however, may be de- 
pended upon ; for I declare, fo facred is my refpeft 
for truth, that I woiild confider as criminal, the 
Tcry thought of falfehood. Indeed, our conduft 
can only be juftificd by truth. Thofe ridiculous and 
feWe faii'ehoods, with which we have been over- 
whelmed, to pave the way for our deftruftion, can 
be overcome by truth only. 

. PariB, March 6^ 1 79;^. 
Pluviofe, 16, 3. 

THESE fheets contain, what I never fupppfed I 
Jhould print myfelf. With nothing farther in 
view, than fomc {ketches of a pofthumous work, 
JU introduced fome anecdotes of my private life, 

A ^ wjtk 
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With my public conduft in the Revolution. It 
was not vanity which led me to fay io much. of 
myfelf, but for public benefit, with t^hich I have 
been fo much connedled. Becoming modefty, a^ 
to our perfonal . behaviour, would be -no longer 
proper* St much evil hafS been laidto ourcharge,. 
that the fmall portion of good I liave to mention. 
©f myfelf, I feel compelled to bring forth. 
' Let me aiTure you, whom I fo truly loved in pri- 
vate rife, aitd whofe public behaviour. I have fa 
frequently ad n:\ired •, you, my good friends, be- 
loved relations, kind fathers, afFedlionate hui^ 
bands ; you that firft founded that Republican Li- 
berty, in defence of which you died, offering up 
your warmeH: wifhes for its fuccefs; you,, invaluably 
remains of tliofe who were profcrlbed on the 30th 
of May; you who were dfeilroyed by that Gi*- 
ronde, when I parted from yoii, with a temerity^ 
wJuch was the means of my prefervation, and when 
you continued^ with a firmnefs. which ruined 
you * ; you> whofe parting embrace I then receiv- 
ed, and who at thk moment claim our mutyal pro- 
mife from that Elyiium.whe^e your, fhades are at 
reft, let me afliire you the ta& Ihall be performed. 
The day is near at hand, when the world Ihall be 
made acquainted with alTyour virtues; how is it 
I cannot difcover thofe faithful hand* to whon) 
your laft wi;itings were cptnmittcd! for. what rear 
ton am I prevented from fearching that facred land, 
where; they, are d^pofitcd ! And w»ere it fo, that 

more 

* The mournfal deaths of Salle, Guadet, Barbaroux, and 
Vallady, the public are well acquainted with. With heart 
felt forrow, I rouft fay, there is every reafon to fuppofc^^ 
that Pethion> and Burjot are no more. 1 only reinain of 
aU t^.reveQ of the unfortiiiiate depdrtmept of Qirgndet 
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wforc courage were ftill neccflary, to niakfe your 
characters fully known, proudly reflecting on your 
glorious €T!d, and prciling on towards the lamo 
goal, I would exclaim wrth the hero of Tacitus, 

♦* I may want <r place to live ; I cannot want one to die." 

It will be obierved, that in narrating fundry 
particulars in the political hiftory of our friends, t 
have occafionally invputed blame to them : but it 
mua be kept in viewi that I write not for raf 
friends, but for the ^vorld •, and that they are above 
flattery ; nay nioite, virtue was the pareijt of tliei# 
£iults ) the uncorruptnefs of their maaners, th< 
genuine goodnefs of their hearts j gavtf birth to ail 
F-have blanied them for. Virtuous themfelves; 
they ftifpe^ed not others till they became thdi 
vidtia>8. . , . . ' 

Another obfervation is neceffary before I con- 
clude, the reader of thefe pages niuft frequectly 
tali to his recollection, the time at which I wrote 
them. Robefpierre was then on his throne. When 
committees and tribunals are mentioned, thofe of 
Robefpierre only are intended. May the Genius 
pf-the Republic, for ever fuftain thearms of thgfc 
heroes, who, on the pth of Therrfiidor, (27th of 
July) completely altered the appearance of France; 
and may I, who attempted in vain at an early pe* 
riod, what they have fince been able to accompiliili, 
fpeedily re-attaining my ftation, be honoured to 
affift them in healing the .deep, wounds of my 
country, inflicted by thofe Revolution! fts, who car- 
ried their projects to fuch excefles. Ye youths of 
Paris, let me addrefs a fingle word to you. At 
length you are roufed : be not lulled again for a 
fingle moment, be on your guard, yet vigorous; be 
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fteady and wife ; be cautious neither to rufK liecd-H. 
kfsly upon dangers, nor to fet out in fearch of them^ 
where none exift* We generally, run ourfelves-- 
out of breath bytoa great ex^edit^on :. and many, 
rpifs the mark by inatteption to the road. It is 
not poflible ft)r me to thmk, that to hifs the Buft 
of a; dead man at a > theatre, isrthe moil effedual 
way to ferye the caide of - libeirty *. 'Falfe goda-r 
xnuft b^ brought down by. opinion v- and opinioa 
muft be dire<9edi by the. reprefeatative affemWy... 
Should your generous- moderation, however, lead 
the blopdy npbinded {et to think, of raifing their; - 
poignards, no long^er vefLed, no longer delays to* 
arms thisn, valiant youths, to arm^j let^ithot. meck.. 
who aiTaiS^ated your Fathers^ let tl^fe cannibaU-.. 
who. have fl^in. your .r«lations>, and who expeft to?, 
t^nquiih you> let them hc.for.cyer dcftroyedi 

HISTOi^ 


•' It wiirreadily be obfeTvcd, that th?$ wasnwirten a fcVv 
days previous to the decree againft- premature apothcofcs. 

The trai>flator of the •^ London Edition, very '.properly . 
adds, ** that the huft alluded to.was that of Marat, which foip . 
a time was placed on the French Theatre crowned with lau^ 
rcl, their difapprobation of which the moderatifts of Pir'is 
were accuftomed to cxpref8-by hifling, and*thi« mere .thattw; 
«nce prpduccd diiftttibvi.cea*? 
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HISTORICAL REMARKS, &c. 


Si Eminibn's Orotto, in the GirondCf . 
beginning of Novtmber, 1793* 

BEFORE th€ ReTolution, I poffefled every* 
U- thing which could malre a man of feniibility*^ 
happy, vfha reliihed £mp]& enjoyments. 1 refided 
in the country, of which I was particularly fond^ 
The diffesent works-, by the fuccefs- of which I ac- 
quired what 1 called my /iit/e^ fortune were there 
conipofed* My^fortuoe was indeed fmall, but my 
ambition kept^pace with it. Independence was the 
pbjeil.of my anaious purfuit ; and I was foon taught 
to know, that the true method of. living indepen^ 
dent, wa£r to circumfcribe my wants^ That luxu-* 
jryj therefore, which arofe from the^vanity of my 
youth, I had totally laid afide; and Ipurfued that 
fobriety^ , which is- fo intimately- connefted with . 
good iieahh' efpecially in a iludious man. My ex^*, 
pl^nces were fo limited, that eight hundred livrt^ 
(ii 33. 6. 8.) ^eraiinura-, werc-fufficient for them ; 
but I acquired a mor<l^ confiderable income, fron% • 
the firft feven vols* of my firft produdlions^ whicK 
I .printed on my own acoount^i 
. Secluded from^ trouWeiome vifitors, in'iAy gar* 
den, a few leagues from Fa«s, I compofed {1% 
fmall volumes infpring 17^^^ which^ helping for- 
ward the falfi of. my former work, I intended as 
the foundation of my fmall fortune* The jMrofi^ts 
.of thefe books would have been confiderable, but 
,fQr thofisremarkable events, of that year, which «f 
cpiK^e atUra^ed the. attention of all^ and thus pre* > 
. vented » 
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vented (he falc of Books of amufement; a»d lildP 
them more eafily open -to be pirated. As I have 
mentioned/ my little book^ may I be allowed tq ex- 
prel's a hope, that eviery unprejudiced reader will" 
acknowledge the remarkable regard for Philofophy - 
which runs through the whole, notwithftandirig 
the many levities with which it abounds^ particu- 
larly where the author himfelf comes into view, 
republican principles will be ftrrkingly obfervabiCj . 
though at the time of my writing, fuch fetitiments 
W«re not very general. 

We had certainly fome reafon todifapproveof a 
Revolution, which, if it did hot altogether 'do away 
our profpefls, would, at leaft make them more dil^ 
tant. But it was juft, nay admirable ! We wcrt 
unavoidably delighted with it, fhould it even affeflr 
jourvnwfl important concerns. . It will only neceffii- 
tate me to write another book^ (faid I to my bo*' • 
-fom friend) to labour a little more; and, if the r • ~ 
jtarding.of our domeftic^happinefs promote tht hapr 
pinefs of mankind, will not even tKis iacrifice be 
delightful ? Thcfe fentiments my miftrefs highly, 
sipproved* 

Is not this a woman indeed !— How generous- 
how elevated her mind ! how did Ihe merit that ne- - 
.ver-iCfiding love, with which Ihe infpircd me. Wt 
were educated together. Our mutu;il love had b cen 
born and grew Up with us. But — when only iix- 
feen years of age, Ihe had been, compelled to liiar- 
ry a rich man, who tore her three hundred miles 
from me. She returned in about iix yesirs after. 
We then faw each other again 5 and that pafllon, 
which will oftly terminate with our cxiftcnce, re- 
cked m both our hearts to the highdft c!egrei9A 
vii .,: : ^^'*^'^Mii^ 
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A1a% it may be, that k will occafion many perils^ 
many diftreJTes to my beloved. 

Her name might now be mentioned without any 
danger, for ihe is my wife, ^nd I fhall undergo 
no persecution, in which ike will not have a Iharc ^ 
but I rauft ftill conceal her name, as our unrelent* 
ing enemies might wreak their vengeance on her 
unoffending relatives* She is the generous- daugh- 
ter of one Republican^ and the worthy wife of a- 
nother, whofe charadters I have drawn in the epii- 
foiie to my romance. Could it hai^e been fuppo^ 
fed, that when I wrote in 1786, the rencounters> 
.perils, and noble diftrefles of Pulawfki, that my 
own deliiny fhould be fo very much like his^; pr that 
my wife, whofe only ornaments then feemed, th« 
captivating modell virtues of her fcx, -fliould prove 
my comforter and fupporter, by that exalted fpi- 
rit, and firm boldnefs, nay thofe very man-like 
accomplifhments, which even fo few of our owa 
fex poffefs. Could I have dreamed, that in her I 
fhould experience all that -magnanimous bravery ia. 
which I pourtrayed the wife of Lowzinfki. Great 
God ! — How could I fiippofe that all the diftrefs- 
ful misfortunes, which the invention of my braia 
had chalked out {ot Lodoi/kay fhould be refer ved 
\for my own fpoufe. By the name of Lodoilka thea 
I will diftinguifh her*. 

I refi^ded with her,, about fixty miles from Paris*, 
when the news of the taking of the BafUlle reach- 
ed us.. On. that pccafion,. fhe pr^fented me with a 
gift valuable for many reafons, the three coloured 
cociode,. Did the uncommon and undefcribable e- 
motions I then felt, and. the tears /which plentifuli- 
ly flowed from my eyes, while fhe pinned the rilv 
&p$.tp,m;f hat, preiage^thofe arduous difficultitis 

IwaSn 
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1 wa^ doomed to undergo, in defence 6f tHefe 
great undertaking?, in which' zt that time I was 
Yiot materially concerned. Whatever may be in 
this, that cockade which I alone wore, in a town, 
where ariftocracy looked around with a fufpicious 
eye, had nearly coft me very dear. I fliould ufi^. 
doubtcdly have ^undergone a criminal profecution,.. 
had not the important news been next day con— 
^firmed.- In this way, my troublefome career be^ 
gun. 

1 remained a fpe^lator for a long time j and I 
(flattered myfelf I fliould continue fo. The impor* 
lant interefts of the people had even then rimiie- 
tov!5 ddfendeisj I was wholly engaged with fhfe 
^concerns of Love. 

In confequenceof what took place, in Oftobet 
1789, Mounier having made free to attack Paris, 
in a paper of a truljr inflammable kind, (although 
•he was entirely innocent,) in place of boldly char- 
ging the Orleans party, who alone were guilty o£ 
the crimes, by which that infurreftion was ftained, 
though in other refpe^ls jufl, I felt my indignation 
awakened, 1 took up my pen, and publiftied the 
pamphlet, entitled Paris ju/ftj/ied. This was the 
occafion of my being admitted among the Jacobins,^ 
who at that time admitted onlv fuch members as 
were diftinguifhed by their abilities and civifm. 
This feciety had hot been inftituted three months. 
I wa* then in the country, and could feldom attend 
any of tlieir meetings, and even whca there, wa& 
•commonly but a looker, on. 

From that time forth, all my writings were in 
-ftipport of the Revolution. Of this clafs was Rmr-' 
Ua de Varmohty a romance, intended to fbew the ' 
tifcfulaefs,^ and in many inftances the neccffitr 

of 
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cLdi^ctchy and putting an end to the celibacy of 

the priefthood. I have ftill two comedies in my 

bureau of the fanie kind. One of them, a piece of* 

five acls, entitled — The N&b/e Con/pirator^ or a Gen-^ 

tleman Cit of the I ith Century. In this comedy, L 

exerted all the comic fatire 1 could bring into the I 

£eld, to combat the abfurd prejudices in favour oft ' 

nobility, -whetho: ancient or modem, and thist 

three or four months before the decree palTed, by; 

which nobility was abolifhed. N— , who was: 

afterwards commiffioner of the committee of fafe- 

ty with Wimpfen, during the infurre£tionatCaen;t 

N , who affirmed, after the revolution of Mayr 

31, the departments then in a ftate of an infurrec-.* 
tion, that the mountain and he were the real Re-. 
publicans, and we, who founded it, Royalifts ; pre- 
vented its being received at the national theatre, 
becaufe, he alledged, it was of an inflammatory ten- 
dei^cy. I "then took the play to the French thea- 
tre in Richelieu ftreet. M. d'OrfeuiJ, one of the • 
managers, liftened to me reading the firft three*' 
afts, but not without the greateft impatience.' 
When he^ could contain himfelf no longer, he ftop-» 
ped me, faying, that it would be impoffible to per-' 
form the piece, unlefs a battery of cannon fhould . 
defend t.he performer?. Yetthi^ man, an ariflo*^ 
crate, before. the loth of^uguft, now charges^ us' 
with royalifm, apd aJTumes to himfelf the charac- 
ter of a l^eptfblican. This w^ the .monftcr of bar-> 
barity'aptd impofture, who was prefident of that: 
terrible committee, which, in Commune Affranchie^ 
put fixthouftind republicans to death, out of eight » 
thoufanci ^viftimsji and yet wo^ld make »s believe, » 
that only feyenteen hundred P^opl^ died, on that: 
occaBon, • . . : . 

• My 
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My other comedy war a forcible, lively fetire otk 
all the mummeries of the court of Rome. It was 
entituled, TAe EleBion and Audience of Si/pi the Grand 
Lama. The M. S. is ftill in the hands of Talma, 
of the Richelieu fVreet theatre. 

' I have only been able to bring out one farce, en-* 
titled. The grand Review of the Mack and white Ar- 
mies. The title fufficiently difcovers the defign of" 
this piece, which was, to ridicule the Coblentz* 
army, it was five and twenty times repeated. 

• I attended my fed^ion on every important ^ occa- 
fion ; and fometimes fpoke, for the ariftocrats of- 
ten attended in great numbers, and but few pa- 
triots. Although I fpoke there occafionally, I de- 
clined the honours of office y which I might eafily have ' 
procured.. My name was among the firft on the 
regifters of the national guard, as well as to furnilh 
my patriotic contribution ; I was alfo among the 
firft on- the jury of accufation. In this manner I 
difcharged all my lefs important revolutionary du- 
ties, while I uniformly avoided its more fplendid 
offices. I was never known to purfue the triumphs 
of the tribune, or of popularity. But the time was 
come, when, as it were, I was obliged to mount it, 
contrary to my wifhes. 

- The greater part of the defenders, of the ])Opti- ' 
lar caufe had been fnatched from its fupport ; fome 
by death, others by corruption^ The court began 
openly to confpire againft the conftitution it had 
accepted. All, who laboured to deftroy it, wer6 
certain of the iupport of the monarch. They were 
encouraged at one anii the fame time by emiffioins 
of money, well paid journalifts, officious vHfs; and 
adl the <ieteftabk arts: of macUavelifm ,» in fKort,by 
the priefts of the abbe Maury, the nobles' of the * 
♦ army 
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tfrfny of Conde, and the partifans of the two cham- 
bers, headed by la Fayette. I had been one of the 
fmall bqt intrepid band of philofophers, who, at 
the coriclufion of 1 79 1, deplored the fate of a great 
nation obliged to ftop halfway in the career of li- 
berty, and to call itfelf free, while it had yet a 
court and a king. Happy however, in beholding 
the reform of fo many ancient abufes, I had re- 
fplved to remain faithful to this caftratcd conftitu-. 
tion, hoping that time would of itfelf, and without 
convulfion, laceration, or hemorrhage, cffeft the 
cure of all our wounds. Yes, by that heaven that 
reads the heart of man, I fwear, that if the court 
had not continually, and • in a thoufand inftances 
endeavoured to ravilli our half-liberty from us, I 
Ihould never have expedled but from time alone^i 
the- completion of our freedom. But it becaiiie in- 
contellable that the court confpired j and that not 
content with the infurredlions that took place dt 
home, it had alfo invited foreign afliftance. A 
guilty king, by violating all his Oaths, abfolved us 
from ours. It was the ancient defpotifm, that he 
wiQied to impofe once more upon us : well 1 we 
•enforced a republic upon him. 

I communicated my fentiments to my Lodoi£ka. 
She trembled, for Ihe loved, yet her civifm could 
not 43ut apphiud them. " I would confent," faid 
fhe : " alas ! what a diftance are the fweet fchemes 
Df onr cabin removedi * What ftorms muft We en- 
counter ! Neceffity demands it. May fo great a 
facrifice meet with due acknowledgement ; and 
may we never have caufe to repent what we now 
"propoie." 

B 1 joined 

* WKat thcfe were will be afterwards feen. 
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1 joined .the feeble facred band. Enraged "by 
• the manoeuvres of thefe nobles, who were labour- 
ing to arm all Europe againft their own country, *o 
. re-eftablifh the moft intolerable grievances, I pre- 
fented Ma petition cotitre ies prinees 2X. the bar of the 
national aflembly, on the 25th of December, 1 792. 
In that aflembly, and throughout the kingdom, it 
had wonderful fuccefs ; nor do I think it was with- 
out merit. It is at leaft^one of the befi pieces that 
ever came from my pen. In the public papers it 
was diftorted in various ways j but the aflembly or*- 
dered BaudOuin to publiQi a fmall edition of if:, 
which may be relied on, as I eorrefted the proof 
flieets. 

Afterwards I drew up other two petitions ; one in 
oppofition to that of the department of Paris, which 
had urged the, king to affix his veto to the decree 
againft the refractory clergy; of the other I do not 
, recolleft the occafion. .B^tudouin printed both, by 
the aflTembly's order. 

I firft appeared in the tribune of the Jacobins 
in January 1792, and fpoke on a : very important 
/ difcuflion. 


. Caverns of Jura, * x^th April, ^s 794, 

i AM at length arrived in thefe dreary waftes, a£. 
tcr many hair-breadth efcapes. Here I hoped to 
be in fafety : can this globe furnif h an afylum to 
a republican ? Every inftant I am in danger of be- 
ing torn even hence — and whither— -O my God, 
r thou wilt receive me ! 
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lam more and more in need of leifarc. Regu- 
lar memoirs, I ipuft not attempt ; mere memo- 
randums, omitting unimportant circumftances, 
and unintcrcfting minutiae. I truft, the perfon in 
whofe hands I entry fted my former fragment, will 
affix it to this, I think I mentioned my fpeaking . 
for the fir ft time among the Jacobins, on the quef- 
tion of a war vith Auftria. 

There were then four different faftions in the 
ftate. -That of tht: Femllans, headed by la Fayette 
juft nonninated commander in chief; he confented 
to allow the Auftrians to penetrate into the French 
territories,, hoping by their affiftance to overwhelm- 
the Jacobins, and eftablifh the Englifti conftitution. 
That of tlie Conleliers, which endeaYoured to ru- 
itt^ Lewis XVI. in order to place Philip d'Orleans- 
on the throne. The ofteniible chiefs were Dan- 
ton and Robefpierre •» but Marat was the fecret 
teader. Obferve that both Robefpierre and Dan-- 
ton burned with a deiire which they carefully con- 
cealed J this was to fupplant each other : the for- 
mer calculated, that he fhould be able to govern 
the council of regency, where Philip; would have 
been only maf^er in appearance v the latter flatter- 
ed himfelf with the idea of arriving at the diftator- 
flaip, after having triumphed over all hb rivals. 

The third party^ as yet far f»om? being nume- 
rous, but conliderable on account of its tranfcen- 
d<\nt taients, among whom were Condorcet, Ro- 
hnd, an(^Briffot, confifted of pure Jacobins, who 
wifhed for a republic. It is worthy of remark that 
few of the real Jacobins belonged to the Cordelier 
fociety, but all the Cordeliers were Jacobins. 
With Robefpierre as their orator, they made open 
^wr on the Jacobins even in their own hall. I 

B. Z - publilhed 
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publiflied an addrefs to Maximilian Robefpierre 
and his Royalifts about the end of 1792, or early in 
1793, in which I dcfcribed the diiputes between 
thefe parties, and the rektive fituation of botH 
very accurately. And finally the fourth faiStion 
was that of the. court, which occafionally made ufe 
of the reft on purpofe to deftroy them all ; of La 
Fayette, by holding out the hope of the two chamr- 
bers ; of the Cordeliers, by oppoling them to the 
Jacobins ; of the Jacobins, by exciting them to 
commence an unfuccefsful infurret-lion, which it 
hoped to tyrn to its own advantage. I'hus, La 
Fayette having laid open France to afcrrign army^ 
apd the Jacobins having marched againft: the cafhle 
cf the ThuLlIericB, around which they were ex* 
pe6led to be maffacred, there would neither hav^ 
been A conftitution of 1789, nor an Englifh con-., 
flitution, nor a republic ; on the contrary the an- 
cient defpotifm would have been reftored, and its 
oppreiliqns rather augmented than cmrtailed. 

It was in this iituation of affiiir«i,' that the great 
queftion about a war with Auilria was agitated at 
the Jacobins. The Cordeliers did not wifli for 
hoftilities, bccaufe they would confer, too much 
power on La Fayette, the avowed enenxy of d'Or*. 
leans •, but the. jacobins. were eager for them, con- 
fcious that a continuation of peace, during fix 
months more, would either ftrengthcn a deipoti^ 
fceptre in the hands of Lewis XVI, or convey an 
■ufurped one into that of d'Orleans, and that war 
only, a fpeedy war,, could ka^ to a republic. 

It was on this occafion that the great diviftoH, 
tpck place between BriiTot and Robeipierre. For 
niy part, I had never feen BrijlTot, and while I 
fpok^on.the que ft ion, had nothing but the iipy 

portant. 
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portant fubjeft of a Republic in view. My maid* 
en fpeech had confiderablc fuccefs, but my fecond, 
which was among the beft of my eompofitions, 
bote very bird on Robefpierre. It touched him 
to the quick, nor could he utter one fyllable-that 
day. In a few days after, however, he ftuttered 
out five or fix anfwers, wrote', and wrote again, 
and fet loofe all the Cordelier bloodhounds, to 
depreciat-e the tiew orator^ as I was called, in all 
the cofl-ee-houfe&, and among all the clubs of ftreet 
politicians.^- 

My dangers began with my entering the lifts. 
It is a general remark, yet I have never experienced 
that popular- fame always gratifies ill fome mea- 
fbre. I had no fooner embarked in the fervice of ^ 
the people, than I was ilandered to them ; and 
the more warmly I engaged in their vcaufe, the 
more I was difliked. 1 confefs, that in confequence 
of my two fpeechcs at the J?icobins, which they 
publifhed at their own expence throughout the 
kingdoihj> I fpeedily was raifed to the pjaces of fe- 
cretary and vice-prefident. It is fingular, that 
• deputy only could be elefted prefident,- and Ba- 
zire held the chair while I was vice-prefident. By- 
this means, if a real Jacobin was vice-prefident, a • 
Cordelier would of courfe be prefident. Yet, when 
I now write, I languiih in banifhment, and Bazire 
has fallen by the guillotine. Robefpierre has for- 
ced his way through bbth- parties. I was elefted / 
by means of fome enlightened republicans \ yet X 
was detefted by the blind multitude, who were al- 
ready the difciples of Robefpierre. 

Anxious to get rid of a new opppnent, whofe 
abilities and fteadinefs alarmed him, the firft plan 
o£the future dilator was as follows. Dumou^ieZ) 

B3, who 
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who then took the title of repubticatiy as he does*. 
at prefent oifeuUlant^ and as he would to-morrow- 
of ariffcocrate, would it ferve his boundlefs ambi-» . 
tion, fupported indeed by talents of no. lefs extent, 
was connedted with three ftaunch republicans, jRo- 
land, Servan, and Claviere, in the adminiftration.^ 
All of them were for war. 1 knew non€ .of them: , 
. npr did they know me, except by. my fuccefs at» 
the recent debate, when I had. gained over to their* 
opinions all honeft Jacobins,. The ofBLce of minifter « 
of juftice was vacant: the four minifters thought offt.^ 
me : -it was determined, that my-name fhould be 
prefented to the king, at the next council, when* 
L. fhpuld. . undoubtedly have been, nominated, as? 
at that time it was part of the plan of the. court,, 
to arrange all the adminiftratiojti juftr as the new? 
minifters fhould feci meet. Next day but one was?^ 
councy day, but that fame day Robefpierre.and alL. 
the Cordeliiers were informed, of . the intended no-» 
xnination. Mark their pjan : . 

Nfjct day early in the morning ih€ bloodhounds: 
went about Paris averringv that I had only rqturn-r 
ed from Coblentz about three, months, and had in-.« 
gratiated myfelf with the Jacobins,, in order to dif-.<^ 
unite them. As, I walked about noon on the ter- 
race of .tb€ Feuillans, I obferved very tumultous* 
clubs of people, but little fufpe<Si:ed, that I was the . 
very p^rfoji they, threatened. Chabot, whom I 
then knew, only .by lighti vei:y kindly told me of. 
if, and. with an appearance pf great regard, added, 
that I flipuld do well not to attend the Jacobin* 
that night, as I might be in fome hazard. Thef^^- 
gentlemen iit. will be obvious would have found it 
v^ry convenient to blacken my character, when 
xny back was turned. I paid no attention however^ 
* ■ tct . 
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h)- his advice, but attended the Jucobins in the' 
evening. By a lucky> circuratonce I found moans* 
to crofs the court unknown, for thefe bullies^ moft^ 
of whom are members- of the revolutionary tribu- . 
nal at this, moment, waited for me armed witlr 
huge bludgeons. I entered the hall at the very 
moment when the never ending denunciator, Ro- 
bcfpierre, was denouncing in Ipofe terms emigrants* 
admitted into the fociety, &c. while the galleries, 
foil of the ftories of the morning, violently ap- 
plauded him. Robefpierre concluded with de- 
manding, that a committee fhouW examine the- 
neW; members, and expel them. I aiked to fpeak- 
in fupport of the motion: but Robefpierre oppofed- 
this, by faying, that I endeavoured to difturb the; 
ibciety 4 and ^hen he began afrefli to accufe mc of 
emigration, while he carefully avoided mentioning* 
my name. I denianded to be heard : the galleries, 
on a fignal", rofe in. a fury, 1 beheld lifts and" 
Wugeons around me. Fifty tru ft y Jacobins, pro-' 
voked at what pafled, collected round me and offer- 
ed to accompany me to my own door. One of 
them, named Bois, faid : " Nay more : they refufe- 
to hear you, but they fl^all- h^ar you.^' Then^^ 
puftiing into the midft of the hall, he faid : " Yesy 
there is a traitor here." The Cordeliers, mift^king* 
his meanings were inftantly quiet, and the obedient 
galleries followed the example. " But I will not 
indiredlly accufe this traitor : I will name him j 
Louv^t." I inftantly rufhed to the tribune. Ro-^ 
befpierre again attempted to prevent me ; but he 
could not. Being denounced by name, I muft an- 
fwer. The fociety ordered me to fpeak. I did fo: 
I .enumerated all my revolutionary life ftnce i 789, 
«ie.ntioning places, perfons, and fails. So coov- 

plete : 
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pjete was my juftificadon that even the galleries 
applauded me. The reftilt was, Robefpierre the 
next day circulated a report, that I had got myfelf ^ 
denounced, in order to introduce my own pane- 
gyric, as I'wiflied to be appointed minifter^ of juf* 
lice. 

I had no fear to take the office on me ; but T 
declare, . I was not follcitous about it. At ten in- 
the morning of the very day on which the coun* 
cil was to be h^d, I got a complimentary letter-^ 
from the deputy Herault-Sechelie, a man I did ' 
not know- This intriguing man informed me of^ 
tny appointment, in which, he faid, he had taken 
an aifltve part: and he then aiked for one of the 
principal places- in the ofike, for an old fecretary*/ 
of his, wh^like him/ was probably a fecret agent 
of Auftria." Another perfoncame to inform me, 
that he had jufl: been with JC)umoune2, who had ' 
aiTured him, that! ihouid that evening get my ap-^ - 
pointment.^ But at a public dinner, where the mi- 
niilers, and fome deputies - were prefent, the pro-» - 
pofal was -fet afide. Duranton, of Bourdeaux, a 
thick headed weak man, and what is worfe, extreme- 
ly timid, was preferred ; this was one of the firft 
falfe fteps of the republican party, for which it paid 
-dearly, and which deluged my country in much • 
blood aqd many tears. How ftrange is the fatality, 
that a change in the fortune of one man fhould fa ■ 
materially affect the fate of an empire? Had I been -. 
appointed, I lljould have unqueftionably have iig(x* 
ed that famous letter of Roland, which the tiiyiid, 
yet ambitious Duranton refnfed. Involved in the 
fame blame with the three minifters, I fhould have 
been difmiffed with thfem. Sharing in their ho- 
xiourable downfall^ I ihouid with^ them have parti*. 

cipated 
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cipated in the public efteemj with them I fhoiikl 
have been reinftated in my ofiice, on the loth of 
Aiiguft. Difguifed royalifm, would not have en- 
circled the republic while In its cradle, with the hor- 
rid tranfaclions of September. The Cordeliers, 
would not have frightened the eledlors of Paris in:- 
to the choice of thofe deputies, of whom fome were, 
fo hurtful to France. Britilh Rule.s, having no. 
means of ftirriDg up the people againil us, would 
have fought in vain a pretcx.t for war. Robcf- 
gierre, unlefs he changed his fyftem^ would have 
fallen ; and carried with him Pache and his inlb.^ 
lent party j Chaumette, Hebert, t/je grand extermi^ 
nator^ and the whole tribe of vile rufiians in thok 
pay of the allied powers, would have fallen alfo, on 
been obliged to hide their heads. Thus would the? 
republic have been placed on a folid foundation, 

I was however condufled by Lanthenas, to the 
minifter of the home. department, who had a ftrong 
defire to^be acquainted with me. O Roland! Ro- 
land ! what virtues were affaffinated in thee ! what 
virtues, what beauty, what talents, in thy fpoufe,. 
ftill more than, in thyfelf ! both urged me to write 
in a caufe, which had need of the cloleft union o£ 
a^l, who Vyere capable of promoting it. War was 
prpclainaed j the cour^t, evidently in concert with 
Auftria, betrayed our ^^rmies :, it was neceffary, 
that the public eyes fliould be opened to fo many, 
plots. I wrote a piece entitled The Centhiel ; the. 
ipinifter was at the expenfe of publication. My^ 
limited income would not have defrayed the pub- 
ligation of ai. journal pofled up at every corner o£ 
the ftreets, of many N"^ of which more than ao^ooa 
were circulated. Thofe who are acquainted with 
tii^.fitu^itipn of. Paris .and the departments, know, 

of- 
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of what fervicc Tie Centinel was to France, at 7f 
time when a foreign enemy, encouraged by inter- 
nal connections, threatened to overturn all. 

Soon after, Dumouriez, anxious to reign at the 
eouncH, fliuffled out the minifters Servant, Clavi- 
ere, and Roland. I was that very day informed, 
that he had it in view to appoint me ambaflador to- 
Conftantinople. Some of the Journals even aflerted 
it : but this did not hinder me from inferting in the 
following number of The Centinel^ a very pointed 
paragraph reprobating the condu^^ of the favourite 
minifter. My embafly I never heard more of. 

About this time alio, Briffot ajnd Guadet wifhed^ 
to fend mc out commiflioner to St Domingo./ 
Guadet, particularly, infifted on. it vciy warmly. - 
This was prevented by the operation of two paC- 
fions, equally violent, within roe : my love for Lo* 
dolfka, who, not then my wife, £ould not have 
^one with me ; and love of my country, which wtis ' 
then in danger. On my repeatedly declining, the 
efiice was beftowed on Santhonax. If I had-aoo*. 
tcpted it, Santhonax woXild have been profcribed 
in my place 5 and I jfhould now have been fighting 
the Englifh at St Domingo in his. 

The inforreftion of the loth of Auguft arrived. 
.Fhave cifewhere mentioned; what f did on that day : 
but 1 did not fay, what was a truths that I af!i(led 
in the prefervation of fome Swifs foldiers, whom 
Orleans' fetelUtes, that fled at tlie firft volley, came 
to maflacre after the conflift. I conducted many 
©f thefe unlucky fcUbws into the paflages of the na.- 
tional aflfembly, from which they reached the dl- - 
plomatic committee, and there Briflbt and Getw 
ibnne concealed many of them in the clouts. A- 
Dotherfad,, not Icfs worthy of notice, though of a 
, . different . 
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' different nature^ is, that Danton, who had hid 
himfelf during the combat, appeared after the vic« 
torj, with a huge fabre in hi^ hand, and marching 
on the head of the Marfeillefe battalion, as if he 
had been the hero of the day ; while Robefpierrc, 
fiill a greater.coward, and no lefs a hypocrite, durft 
.not mow his face for more than four and twenty 
hours after : yet he boldly afcribed all the fucce& 
-to the council of the commune, where he went to 
ifibe his commands like a tyrant, the fecond day 
sifter, viz. the 12th. 

We were ^1 threatened on the ad of September 

following.^ The trembling Robefpierre iffued his 

profcriptions, from the trfcune, and the grand ex^ 

terminator f his decrees of death. They had deter- 

.mined on the deaths of Briffot, Vergniaud, Gua- 

det, Condorcet,' Roland, Mrs Roland^ my Lodo- 

.ifka, and mylelf. Infamous Impoilors,' bafe royaU 

arts, were we federalifls then ? No ; but, to ferve 

; the caufe of the combined powers, >ye invented frefh 

-falfehoods. 

^ 

In the earlieft days of the convention, were wc 
vfederalifts? Yet even. then ye profcribed us: and 
v^not us only, but alfo two thirds of the afleoibly: 

ye publicly advertifcd, that another infurreElion was 
.necejfary i thaty feeing the Ji amp of the greater part of 
ithe deputies tathe convention^ ye defpaired of the repu-^ 

hlic* O ye men of words ^ ye fpoke, would .ye but 
.aa aJfo*! 

Again, Were we federalifts in February, 1 793 i 

Amidft tj;ie load of calumnies, with which ye inr 

ceffantly followed us, that term was not then in 
*»fe, yet even then ye profcribeti us. 

o» 

* Ste the placart^ of Marat, 
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On the loth of March, ye profcribed us: bift,, 
fo far from accufing us of federalifm, ye gave the 
example of it, as I fhall manifeftly prove. 

In a few days after, ye came to the bar of the 
aflembly, to profcribe us by Pache. Ye required 
two and twenty heads, till ye could aik more ; and 
ye charged us with every crime, federalifm except- 
ed. 

On the 3 ift of May ye came to feize us, fword 
in hand J yet even then federalifm was not the 
charge. 

Several weeks after, when the ingenious St Juft 
was employed to invent crimes for us, ye abfurdly 
charged us both with federalifin and royalifm. 

And a few months thereafter, of federalifm on- 
ly ; but from whofe lips ? Gods ! from thofe of 
Barrere ! 

> If ever there was fuch an idea as federalifm, it 
cxifted with you only, with you, who charged us 
with it as a crime. 

On the 2d of September, ye proclaimed it in your 
cfrcular addrefs, in which ye faid, that ye no longer 
knew the reprefentative aflembly, the only centre 
round which we could rally ; and faid, the munici- 
pality of Paris had juft refumed the ponver of the' peO" 
pie ; in thefe addrefles ye invited the other fe6lions 
of the empire to adopt your plans ; which was de- 
claring to the- departments, in other words, all the 
power, treafure, and means of government are 
ours ; for you there i^ liberty no more, the repu- 
blic is at end, unlefs on your parts you fpeedily re~ 
fume the portion of power which belongs to you ; 
in which cafe, if you efcape anarchy, federalifin 
will be the confequence. 

In 
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In the itianifcfto of your abortive revolt of the 
iDth of March, ye again declared it, when your 
infiirgents r&qulred, as the chief and only efficacious 
■ meafure^ that the department of Parisj which was a 
confituent part of the fovirtign^ fhoutd exefcifcy even 
iheny the fovereignty annexed to it. So that to efta- 
blifh federalifm, every department had only to will, 
following your example, to* exercise its fhare 
of fovereignty^ confefling, on certain points, a* 
common tie, which ye, in your defpotifm, refufed 
to admit. 

Did not federalifm exift when a member of the 
mountain, with unlimited power, went to diftatc*" 
arbitrary laws to each department, to which the 
neighbouring departments were not fubjefted ? It 
exifted, when twenty dictators, difmembering the 
empire, went to eredl as many empires. It exift- 
ed when Lebon, like a tyrant, reigned in the north, 
Maignet in the fouth. Carrier in the weft, Collot 
d'Herbois at Lyons, each of them direfted by his 
own fancy, or his paffions, in various manners ; 
•and, good Heavens! what were their manners? 
Barbarians, in one point only they agreed, in Ihed- 
ding torrents on torrents of their fellow-creatures* 
blood ! 

Federalifm did certainly exift ; it exifted in guilt; 
but, defpots, it exifted only by you, and for you. 

There are fomi^ men, who have been fo impofed 
upon, as to affert, that the departmentsyj-^ir^j/zz^^/ 
'to march againft the convention. Agninft the con- 
vention ! Never !' Fo'r the convention^ if you pleafe. 
But wliat mean you h^ federalized ? Were the fee- . 
tions of V^tisfederaliflsy on the 14th of July, when, 
each of them too weak apart, they confederated to 
overturn theBaftillc.? On the memorable loth of 

C Auguft, 


{ 26 ) 

Auguft, were the battalions of Finifterre, of Map* 
feilles, and the numerous battalions of Paris, fede« 
ralifls, when they confederated to attack the palace ? 
Were the twelve hundred thoufand foldiers, fede- 
ralifts, who from every corner of the republic ran 
to the frontiers, and confederated againft the foreign 
enemy, whom they vanqiiifhed ? To confederate, 
then, is to federalize \ how mean, how pitiable fuch 
an abufe of language ! 

And when it is remembered, that this abufe of 
language had the efFeft of conducing to the fcaf- 
fold above a hundred thoufand of the moft valiant^ 
enlightened, and honeft hearted republicans \ how. 
dreadful ! 

It is unncccflary to repeat here what I have elfe- 
^ where publifhed, as to the labours of the eledloral 
boc^r at Paris. The eledtions of the departments 
might correal: this evil at leaft. Pet h ion, Sieye^ 
Thomas Paine, Condorcct, Guadet, &c. refufed 
by the faftion of Paris, were chofen by the people 
of the departments. The department of Loiret^ 
where I had no private friends, not fo much as a 
correfpondent, and where I had never appeared^ 
deded me one of its deputies. This, however, 
they called intriguing, although In the capital thej 
had carried their cleftion by the points of their po- 
liiards. 

On the loth of Auguft, 1 792, 1 engaged to con- 
duft the Journal of the Debates. They had the 
impudence to^fl'ert, in the lying piece of Amar, 
called the Bilfof Indiftment of the Federalift De- 
puties, that I had a falary of 12,00c livres (1^500) 
a year, for fpreading lies through all Europe in that 
Journal. The truth was, after the loth of Auguft 
Baudouin, to_whpm the Journal belonged, percei- 
ving 
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ving It wouiJ be loft, tinlefs under the manage- 
ment of fome known patriot of abi'ities, came and 
urged me to undertake it ; I declined. He then 
begged of Guadet, Briflbt and Condorcet, to write 
to me on the fubjeft, and brought me a letter from 
each, I confented. Baudouin offered me what 
terms I would name. My predeceflbr, who was 
barely known, had 6000 livres (;^25o) I afked 
10,000 livres, {£4^6. 13. 4.) and Baudouin doubt- 
fefs made a good bargain, for his fubfcribers were 
foon tripled. 1 engaged two fellow labourers, yet 
my dear Lodoifka had aifo much to do. Alas F 
from this arofe my greateft misfortune ; for, per- 
haps, whill^, languiihing in a perilous baniihment^ 
I expedt my deir wife, (he is under arreft ! It was 
at this time my enemies diicovered her abilities : it 1 
was then they learned the importance of her literary 
talents, her energetic mind, and her attachment to 
me. It was at this time that Amar, pretending to 
conduft her home, repeatedly came to my houfe 
9gainft her inclination. He was anxious, he faid*, 
fo pay his refpedts to. her, and to open my eyes 
to the fnares which Roland, Briflbt, and all 
my pretended friends were laying for mc' 5 in one 
word, employed by the party, he durft venture to 
flatter himfelf with the expectation of feducing my 
wife, and corrupting me. He faw our domeftic 
life, and foon defpaircd of gaining his purpofe^ 
One day, as he came from the aflembly, where he 
had juft been propofing fome fenguinary motion, 
he came to my wife, wilhrng to whifper fome foft 
things in her ear. With a diftant air, interrupting 
him, (he replied, «< Sir, I juft heard what you faid 
in the aiTembly, and I defpife you." He came near 
our hottfe n^ £Bore„ but was our bittereil enemy. 
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This very man was not aihamed to pnt' his name 
to that mfamous piece, that bill of indi£i:inent, by 
which the m oft virtuous of the republicans was 
conducted to the fcaftbld. This is the man who 
faid, that I fpr^ad' falfekoods through all Europe 5 
thus far I did tell falfehoods, when I delcribed not 
him, and his. companions, in colours fo black as^ 
they merited.. Finally, this very man, a member 
of that committee of general, fafety, and inverted 
with all the power neceflary to. effect, m if*: hief with- 
out bounds ; this man, the engine of the profcrip- 
tions of a new 8ylla, almighty in guilt, even now,, 
perhaps, keeps my wife immured in his- baneful 
prifons.^ — O ! Lodoiflia ! my beloved Lodoiika ! i£ 
you perifh, I fliall have been the caufe of thy. death, 
but I will not long furvive thee. 

The convention commenced its fittings, on the- 
21 ft of September, and the following day Robef- 
pierre and Marat went to the Jacobins, to thunder- 
out infurretftion againftthe conventioui. In a fevr- 
wecks, RobefjMcrre boldly complained to the con- 
vention of what he called filfehoods circulated a* 
gainft him, and dared any accufer. 1 rofe imme-- 
diately. The accufation I laid againft him had a 
won<lerful eficcl : fifty deputies bare witnefs to the- 
cringes I denounced, for the fmalleft of which he 
ought to have died on the fcaflbld. 1 he bafe cow* 
ard imagined he was on his laft leg-s, and came tq 
ine to foiicit favour. Had Petiiion, who had not: 
at that time been fufficiently calumniated by them, 
to have loft his unbounded influence, and on whom 
I had repeatedly called, openly declared one fourtl;i 
of what he knew, Robefplerre and his accomplice 
would have been inftantly impeached. This wa$. 
the.tin^e, when.djetefted. throughout:, the republic^ 

axid 


( 29 ) 

^^d in Paris a party much inferior to the conven* 
tion, they would have doubtlefs received the juft 
reward of their guilt. Bafe Orleans, with twenty 
other villains of lefs note, would have returned to 
their former infignificance. Barrere, Lacroix, and 
all the pack of vile intriguers, ever ready to drag 
the car of the prevailing party, would have held by 
the Rolandifls : and the republic would have been 
prcferved. 

Ft was an important fault ip Pethion, Guadet^ 
and Vergniaud, not to anfwer my frequent calls on 
them for their witnefs \ nay, I was blamed in a 
newfpaper for bringing forward the accufation ar 
all. 

So confounded was ' Robefpierre, that he de^ 
manded a week to reply. He then filled the galle*^ 
ries, by nine o'clock in the morning, with all the 
m^le and female Jacobins he could collect. > The 
dictator fppke for two complete hours, without at* 
tempting to anfwer my charges; and j had not a 
doubt 1 ihould completely crulh him bj my xeplyv 
The Girandijis ^joined with thC' nwuntain td prevent 
me from fpeaking., I obrerv<r<i none-' but proud 
Barbarouxi brave Buzot, virtuous Lanjuinals, and 
our ^QTidy : right ^ hand ftd».' BriiTot, Vergniaud, 
Condorcet, and Genfonne^ thought,* that by paiC> - 
ing to the order of the day, though Robeipierre 
,gpt off, he would be'fo disgraced,- as< never more* 
to have influence : as if diigrace were of any .con- 
fequence with that^blood-thtri^y £ai£tion,< or phyii- 
cal impunity not harden him in his -wickednefs^ 
This unaccountable condu^ of the^ republican par- 
ty wrung my heart; I from that- inllant* forefaw, 
that one day or another, the potgnard would get the 
better of pirinciple) at that very>ime I told my 
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dear Lbdoiik'a^ that banifhrnent or destb would .'tifr 
our lot. 

Salle, Barbarot, Buzot, and I, coatinually de- 
nounced the Orleans fa<^tion ; Brifibt, Guadet, Pe-- 
thion, and Vcrgniaud, fup^)orted us but feebly.* 
Hebert and Marat were inccflantly circulating ca-- 
lumnies in their very popular papers- Pache, af*. 
ter having .deceived Roland by his prettnded re- 
publicanifm and virtue, impofcd on and. betrayed 
the nation, by ennervating every fmew in the war. 
department) and in a tlioufand ways tying up.thc-- 
conquering- genius of Dumouricz, who was then. a.. 
fincere republican, whatever he now may be. The. 
armies abounded with preachers of infubordination 
and booty ; and the f^afi: of each General was £11 — 
cd with the fatellites of faftious party- The war: 
office, the Jacobins, the Cordeliers, the feftions, , 
which thirty fcotindrels managed by terror, re-^ 
founded with the cries of revolt. The galleries of 
the aflpmbly infujted. and threatened, us, fo that? 
freedom of fpeech was at .an end, Notwithftand* . 
ing all this, our-unhappy friends had one remedy « 
in ftore for all thefe. evils, ihe plan of ilye conftitution . 
^whicb they mien at that iimefinijhing : ,and;when any . 
one ventured to hint the neceffity of a vigorous: 
ftep againft the confpirators, with the moft lament-- 
a\)ie cqldnefs they were told, that fpirits naturally . 
violent, muft- be prudently and calmly dealt with, 
fq as not to exafpcrate. 

One general wn^ark fhould now. be made, that .; 
amongft the many viftims who fell on the 31ft pf 
May, wer$ many men of eminent abilities j men . 
capable to correft the morals, regenerate the man«- 
n^rs, and incrcafe the felicity of a republic in peace, 
Mdof deferviog well of thieir country by their prir- 
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Tate life and public virtue ; but all of them wemiifc- 
Sbccuf^omed to the tumult of fai^ions, atnl little cal* 
_ ciliated for thole vigorous n.caiures, by which con- 
fpirators are cruihed; none of them with aiuipi* 
Dious mindy conceiving at one compreheniive view 
the vaft plan of a confpiracy, or oppoiing it, if at 
length obferved, with any other weapons than mo- - 
rality and high-founding words. Salle, Uuzot, and 
Barbaroux were not of this clafs ; from the begin- 
mng, they knew« well the Orleans fadt ion, and uni* 
ted with me in oppofing it on every occafion. But 
their penetration went no farther : balle alone, I - 
£ould pprfuade, that the principal emiflaries of Eng- 
land and Auflria were among the Jacobins ; and I 
recoUe£V, that Guadet, Pethion, and even Barbae 
xoux, fix: months after> the 3if^ of May, contra*- 
di^ed nae, when I hinted, that Marat and his pan- 
ty were doubtlefs in. the pay of the. combined pow- - 
ers. At times^ Guadct,. indeed, would alledge the. 
fame, wheain a heat^ Ixit he fpake metaphorical- 
ly-; and would never conduct himfelf in the afr 
fembly under that ' impreffion. Of honeft princi- 
ples themfelves, they coi^d not fuppofe fuch gnilt : 
and, therefore, I i>ncea^ng]y put them on their 
guard, alluring. them that the time would come,, 
irhen their incredulity would prove their ruin.j 

But I have been gradually anticipating events. . 
We muft return to the order of the day on- my ac»- - 
cuiing Robefpierre. Net permitted to ipeak, I d^e- 
tcrmined to write and pyblilh my reply to thp 
world, which' 1 entitled. To Maximilian Robefpierr^ 
4md his Royaiijis. In this tra6l I recapitulated all 
* the manoeuvres ok Robefpierre at the Jacobins in 
1792, and among the Cordeliers ; the bafe condud ^ 
oLthe .ekifloial body o£ 1^%%^ the deigns of . the 

Orleans - 


©rtftans'party, and the ambitious fthemes of their 
various leaders. All my prefages have fincc bee» 
realifed, only, contrary to» my idea, -and all proba- 
bility, Roberpierre, a man' of weab paKs, ha« tri^ 
rnnphed over Dan ton. I fay, very weak j for the 
pompous reports he haspubliftred^fihce, (all power»< 
being conGentred in him as the principal member 
of the committee of public fafety^ he has had the 
ailignats at command) cannot impofe on one fo well 
acquainted with him as I am. A defpicable authoiT , 
and very poorwriter^ he now difcovers no* talentSf , 
teit thofe he purchafesf 

Rolandf minifter of the home' department, fen* 
fible of the irreparable fault of that order of the day^ 
tried to^ amend 4t, as far as pofEble, by informing . 
the nation of alt the crimes of the diftators of Sep- 
tember. He circulated a great many copies of my 
pamphlet inp. the departments, and 1 have nodoubt^ . 
that by this vcry^ ftep-for many weeks the dreadful 
fuccefs of thefadipn was at leaft -retarded at thi« • 
time. 

Buzotandl gave him at this timc^ another ftroke ■ 
which touched hinito the quick* We demanded i 
and procured a decree to expel the Bourbons. The ' 
Jacobms revoked^ as -did the Cordeliers, and the 
commune ordered u^- to withdraw it ; but j at lealV, 
this advantage refulted from it, we obliged the fac- - 
tion to diftiX)ver their views, fo that only fuch -as « 
were quite biind^ or- pretended to be fo, could dif*- 
pute it, or fee it any where elfe than on the famous > 
mountain. 

I was furely wdl entitled to the honour of being 
expelled from among the Jacobins, when not>more 
than thirty of the ol4 members continued, being , 
now.^almo^ tilled with Cordeliers* They ftruck 
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out my name at the fame time with thofe of Ro* 
fend, Lanthenas, and Girey Dupre, who aflifteS 
BrilTot in his paper ; a young man of great abilities,, 
bravery, and republican principles. 

We come now to the affair of Capet, as to which I 
have feveral important circumllances to mention^ 
Salle moved the appeal to the people. I feconded 
his motion : my motives may be eafily feen, and 
how far the confequences have juftified what 1 fore- 
told. I did not deliver my Ipeech, becaufe they 
ended the debate the inftant I rofe, but it has been 
printed. Vergniaud, one of our orators, anfwered 
Robefpierre, and put him to fllence. Worthy but 
unlucky Vergniaud ! why did you not oftener get 
the better of your native indolence ! and why did 
you {hut your eyes, when a thoufand fatal ambuflies 
furrounded the reprefentative body f Even the loth 
of March did not open your eyes; they were only 
ppened on the 3 id of May ; too late, alas ! 

Horrid firenes ! yet they were but tlie prelude oB 
what were prepared for us ! Soon after the loth of 
March, a powerful and unexpected enemy increafed 
the.number of our enemies, already too formidable^ 
and Dumouriez connefted himfelf with tlie Orleans 
garty. 

Since I have begun to write, his memoir* have 
been publifhed. In that work he pretends to have 
been ever a- friend, to monarchy; but I owe it to^ 
truth to declare,- nay, to prove, that he was a fincere 
republican at one time. 

Ke was anxious to keep Lewis XVI. on the 
throne, for when he was prime minifter, he was 
more king than him who had the came j but when 
he fays that after the 10th of Auguft he continued 
the. f*iithfui fervant of the dethroned prince, 1 am. 
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too well acquainted with the ambitious generatj 
not to declare, that this is impoflible. Befides., I 
know well, that, after the loth of Auguft, Du- 
mouriez was the fir ft man who denounced Lar 
Fayette, and who made his troops take the oath of 
allegiance to the king ; I know well, that at thi» 
time he wrote many letters to the committee of 
twenty-one of the legiflative affembly ; and in this- 
way he obtained the chief command •, Does not all 
Europe know, that, but for him, the Duke of 
Brunfwic would have been in Paris before the end 
of autumn ? He may repJy, that zealous in the de-- 
fence of the honoiir and fafety of France, a friend* 
to monarchy might not wifh to fee- a foreigner give 
laws in its capital, and might alfo have been de-* 
firous to retake Verdun and Long^vi. I confefs it t 
but the vi^^ory of Geraappe, the con quell of BeU 
gium, and the intended and nearly accomplifhed 
conqueft of Holland, were more than fteps in de-*- 
fence of the conditution. 

Having ftopped the career, beat, driven before 
bim, and nearly deftroyed, in one ever memorable 
campaign, 200,000 veterans, the beft foldiers in 
Europe, and conduclied by one of Europe's moft 
celebrated generals, with thirty-five thoufand new 
raifed Jevies ; having retaken two ftrong places \ 
tepulfed. the enemy at Gemappe, conquered Bel-* 
gium, and nearly given the allied powers a decifive 
blow, by feizing on the harbours and riches of 
Holland ; then, with an army flufhcd with viiSloryi 
and with the addition of fixty-thoufand Dutch and 
' Brabantine foldiers, .to attack Cobourg in the rear*, 
^Kanquilh him, and compel Auftria to make peacej 
England to keep quiet, and to filt all Eiirope with 
aftoaiihmentr In this way to become, in fac^l, the 
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founder of the French Republic, and to diftate to 
the whole world ; was a part fufficiently dazzling ' 
to tempt a man of the lirft genius^ and greateft 
ambition. 

Dumouriez had all this in view, and would have 
accompliflied it. . But the foreign party, who 
dreaded him more than any other enemy, were 
foon fenfible, that they mud put fuch a flop to his 
<areer, as would inevitably bring him down from 
his eminence. To accomplifh this purpofe, Pache^ 
^ho was then MiniftCT at War, and Haffenfratz, 
his chief clerk, did every thing in their power to 
diftrefs the troops of Dumouriez, by want of ne- 
ceflaries. They fent to his army <as many of the 
Orleans, party as they could colleft, wi^io contiually 
preached up rapine and infubordination. In the -^ 
council, Roiland was no longer a favourite, they 
were all united againft his auftere virtues; Mongc 
and Pache, had the rule, and Dumouriez is very 
fenfible, though ht avoids (aying it, that the Re** 
publican party in the Convention had then loft their 
influence^ and to accomplifh their purpofe, the 
two .rulers had fent Ronftn^ Chpy^ and Eftienney as 
their inftcuments to ranfack Belgium, who were 
privately, yvt ftrongly enjoined, to render France, 
and its oflenf:bly Republican government, hatefal in 
the eyes of all Europe ; they were to employ the 
utmoft violence, extortion, -tyranny, afTaffination, 
and every fpecies of crime that villainy could de* 
vife ; in the fame manner as other commiffioners, 
ftationed at a diftance from the Convention, and 
invefled with more authority than the Cpnvention 
itfelf pofTefled: that odious party charged them to. 
behave fo as to make the faliely named repubiichate- . 
-fid for ever throughout the departmcAts. It was / 
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with this view that the Conimiflioner from the 
Convention, elefted at that time by the almighty 
tnountainy was no other than Lacroix ; a man who 
alone was more capable to ravage Belgium, than 
ill the fwarm of robbers which the council had fent 
there before him. It was in this view alfo, that 
Marat, who has been the chief agent of England, 
conftantly vilified Dumouriez' character, in his 
paper, which was daily hawked about, even before 
his very fac6 5 for this tnA alio he laboured un^ 
ccafingly, that his foldiers fhould lofe confidence^ 
in him ; and knowing alfo what fnares were a* 
round him, what infurmountable impediments were 
thrown in his way, and above all, what treachery 
was in the end intended for him, he confidently ' 
prefaged, that before the end of fpring Dumourieas 
would defert his country. 

His plans were fuccefsful : and the dazzling prof^ 
pe<Sts of Dumouriez being gone, he thought it not 
difgraceful to unite with thofe who had ftripped 
him of all his property and fplendour, in oppofi^ 
tion to others to whom he was indebted for every 
thing he pofTefTed, and who, while they had it in 
their power, had promoted his fuccefs to the ut- 
moft ! He was not afhamed to unite with Lacroix, 
and fuch others, the bafefl vermin the earth ever 
produced, to oppofe a Condorcet, a Vergniaud, a 
Payne, and other unlucky republicans, to whom 
inipartial pofterity will one day do juflice, notwith^ 
ftanding the obloquy with which they are now 
loaded. In Dumoi^riez' memoirs his reproaches 
are not generally addrelTed to the ivorthy prefident 
of the execrable mountnin; on my unfortunate 
frien'ds, he wifhes to fix the difgrace of the various 
decrees which they uniformly oppofed, and of 
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^hich tliey themfelves have become the viftims : 
while he charges them with wilful neglefts, intended 
iilence, or direft calumnies. Nay more, he infults 
the virtues of republicans over t)ieir very graves ; 
and thefc the republicans whom he pcrfeciited, and 
Avhofe favours he thus repays with treachery. O 
Dunnouricz ! is it in this manner you make your 
court to the kings of Europe : remember there is 
fuch a thing as hillory : thy talents only would have^ 
been related, but it muft now rehearfe all your - 
bafenefs, your dreadful perfidy. 

Notwithftanding the plans of Haflenfratz and 
Pache, Dumouriez opened the campaign fuccefs* 
fully, and his fortunate temerity fur mounted all 
oppolition. The party foon faw, that Holland 
tnuii unavoidably fall : General Stingel (I think it 
was) who had it in his power to have flopped Cu-» 
bourg, left an open paflage for him. A detach- 
ment of 30,000 imperial troops, feemed to fal' un^ 
perceived from the clouds, and forced through our 
encampments. The General was thus obliged to 
give up the expedition which he had commenced 
fo fortunately, and return to the command of a 
diiheartened army at Belgium: he re Scored to it 
fome energy, fome plan, fome fu'^ordination, and 
in confequence he gained an important advantage 
at rirlemont. 

The Battle of Nerwinde enfued, where the d^* 
feat of the left wing joccalioned t;hc I9A of the day. 
Hear. Miranda's ftory, and he will tell you that 
Dumouriez lacrificed him : hear Dumouriez/ ftorv, 
and yoti will be told that Miranla was designedly 
beaten, in order to pluck the laurels of vi^Jlory fram 
liis brow. 
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1 know for a truth, that the party held both ia 
equal deteftation, and to them only are to be at- 
tributed the misfortunes* of that day. The lofs was 
decifive: and it is beyond all controverfy that thofe 
who at the firft, fled in the left wing under^TMi- 
randaj calling out to the reft to fave themfiblves if 
fhey could, and. by this means occalioned the flight 
of the whole, wre hired tools, Cord^iers, fent 
on purpofe by. Marat, Lacroix^s honourable Agents. 
—Whatever be in this, the expedition againft Hol- 
land was unavoidably put a flop to, and the fate of 
Belgium was determined by one loft engagement ; 
to proteft the whole frontiers, "Dumouriez had 
only a diflieartened reduced army, in which the 
tools of the party, could now exert themfelves 
with more fuccefs than ever. Now was Dumouriez 
in the fituation the faftion had anxioufly wifhed 
to fee him. According to his judgment the repub- 
lic was ruined. Should he continue to fight for 
it, he would be ruined himfelf j'did a Angle defeat , 
more enfue, his deadly foes the Jacobins would 
lead bim to the fcaSbld. What could he now do ? 
from what court .could he now aflc protection ? 
What King would receive, nay rather what 'King 
would not perfecute the triumphant oppofer of 
Brunfwic ? - 

He could have purfued another plan more e^t- 
peditious, certain, and generous, he might have fe- 
cured the retreat of his troops, by leading them 
back again to the frontiers, and placing them in the 
moft favourable iituation he could j from thence 
he could have wrote to the Convention (and we 
know Dumouriez can write well) a letter becoming 
the writer and his ' fituation, and there laid open 
.to them, not particular foibles of this or fhe other 
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Republican, but all the guilt of the new Royalifts, 
all the bafc fchemes of Pache, all the villainous plans 
of Lacroix, and in -a word, all the crimes of tliat 
defperate faftion, and of the fanguinary foreigners irt 
whofe pay that faftion were ; he might then have 
followed the example of the latter Brutus, and many 
other Gen*^ als of antiquity, befides— But why be 
guilty of fuch folly ? What end would it have fer- 
ved ? it would have faved his honour ! it would 
h-ave immortalized his character ! it would have 
infured to him a capital ftation in hiftory! — what! 
he, Dumouriez imitated thofe fools in the Con- 
vention, who, in their harangues, are perpetually 
quoting, not the Romans (as he fays) but what is 
materially different the Heroes of Rome ! — No ! 
this condaft would not have fuited DUmouriez ; it 
is true, he had been a republican as yet, and why, 
it was hit interefi : but he had never yet- been 
romantic. 

A man of Ms (lamp muft be feduced by other 
reafoning. It feemed to him impoffible but that 
France muft again become fubje«5l to Royalty j if 
their King was to- be fent them by foreigners, they 
muft fend him through a deluge of blood, and the 
moft unbounded tyranny would be the inevitable 
effeft. He therefore confidered himfelf as doing 
the French a fervice, to treat with the Orleans 
party at home; and , Cobourg abroad, for the re- 
cftablifhment of the conftitution of 1789: and if 
this were effcfted, Dumouriez would ftill be a per- 
fon of the greateft confequence* It is very true, 
that he might falfify his promifes before all Europe, 
kave to the poignard honeft men who had been 
wantonly impofed upon, and gulp down the dif- 
^ace of conne^ing himfelf, ,with the moft defpi- 
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cable charaflers among roen^ Lacroix, and Marat; 
But no pollible confideration could prevent him. 
As when Dumouriez publifhed his memoirs, La- 
croix and others of tjjat band, were not onlv living 
but in the height of their popularity, and ot courfc 
thefe pretended republicamj might be ufeful to the 
caufe of monarchy, Dumouriez tho^^-ht it pFu- 
dent not to immaik their real characters, he has 
only glanced at their private conferences — At.leafl 
he acknowledges the interview they had at Bou- 
chain. But the decree concerning the night of the 
loth gf March, was without doubt pafl'ed by thefe 
three men, fome days before this. Belgium was 
the place where they fettled every thing. The 
* traniadion was there determined to be on the night 
of th6 loth of March ;'. there, each a£lor received 
his inftrudlions as to the part he had to perform. 
Whilft the general in his manifefloes was to dc~ 
nounce anarchy y and declare his intentions^ of fup-- 
porting the found majority of the convention — at 
the fame time he was in the midft of his camp to. 
demand a King : thus indeed he would powerfully 
help the Jacobins, againft whom he was to pre* 
tend to make war, to fall on the republican depu- 
ties, whofe fteady friend he feemed to be. Thus- 
be was cunningly to fecond the profcribing voice 
of Marat, who w^as eagerly to point out the Giron^ 
difls to the fury of the mob, telling them they 
were Royalifts, — Traitors, — and accomplices of 
Dumouriez ? nothing more would then have been 
wanted^ but to get the Nationi^l Convention to- 
meet under night, during which meeting the Cor- 
delier vagabonds were tg be fet upon the republi- 
cans, who would no doubt demand every decree 
of ^ccufation neceflary for their projeil, — and were. 

tliemfchcs,^ 


( 41 ) 

themfelves, if they had not another rccourfe, to 
furnifh from among the republicans, the twenty* 
two heads promifed to Cobourg, 

But a concurrence of the moft trifling, yet An- 
gular accidents, occafioned the failure of this dread* 
ful though well laid plot ! and as -the reader fol- 
lows me through the difcovery^ of it, he will find 
even in this circumftanc^, how great things origi- 
nate from the moft trifling caufes. 

I had taken lodgings in Honore ftrcet, a very 
little way above the Jacobins, that I might be near 
the Convention. My Lodoilka who had got home 
before me, about nine in the evening, heard a 
great tumult attended with piercing cries. Ever 
anxious fbr my welfare, having with the beft part 
of my friends '■ lived amongft • dangers, puriuits, 
threatningS, and infults, during three months for 
my fake, obliged to carry- arms for my defence^ 
and never fuffered to pafs the night at home; even 
fhe, my dear wifei' ran into the galleries of the 
Jacobin focietyifrom whence the noife ifl!ued^ She 
witneflTed a thoufanrf flanderous fpeeches, Ihe faw 
fabres drawn, lights extinguifhed, and fhe was 
^hurried out with the enraged multitude, who went 
•to the* Cordeiier J for auxiliaries, to attack the Con^ 
vcntion. I had juft got home, when my Xodoilka 
returned. T flew direcMy to Pethion's, where I 
found feveral of my friends converfing calmly on 
certain decrees that were foon to be pafled. I had 
indeed difficulty to roufe them, I at laft prevailed 
on them not to appear at the meeting already com- 
menced, and to retreat along with the principal 
profcribed perfons, within ten hours, to ahoufe 
where the confpirators would not think of fearch« 
4ag for u$% From- thence I went -direfUy tp the 
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meeting, where I found Kervelegan^ deputy from 
Finifterre. This brave man haflcned to alarm a 
battalion which had luckily arrived at Paris, from. 
Brefl a few days before, ^nd had been detained, at 
the farther part of the fuburb St Marceau. This 
battalion remahied all night under arms> ready to 
inarch at a word, or when they heard the alarm 
bell, to our aiEftance* In the mean time I went 
to the houfes of Valaze, Burjot, Barbaroux, Salle, 
and fome others, and told them what was going 
on \ Briflbt went to- the minifter on the fame er- 
rand ; and the minifter at war, the brave, but un- 
fortunate Bournoni)ille^ having fcaled the walls of his 
gardens, formed a patrole with fome of his friends^ 
whom he had already joined. Aftar runnings 
about for two hours, in a dreary night, and Lmay 
fay in the midft of my affaffins, I went to the place 
pf rendezvous. They had all got there before me>. 
but Pethion. As his town houfe was a dangerous 
ftation for him, I returned to fetch him, and a 
dSngle accident that occurred will ftrikingly pourtray 
bis charafter. As I intreated him to come with 
me ; he went to the window and excufed himfelf 
thus, •* it rains ; there tviU be nothing done i* and 
-all I could fay had no effect, he perCfted in flay- 
ing at home. 

It was not the rain that flopped the confpirsjtors,, 
but our being abfent, and having informed the- 
Breft battalion. When they faw that* although 
they had obtained the decree of impeachment, they 
could .not immediately arreft their vi<^ims, they 
paufed } and tbofe great- men who are fo courage- 
ous, when they have only to. aflaffinate, began to 
-waver, when they bad to iight — Becaufe as ther^e 
'Were only three thoufaad ©f them, and fow bunr. 
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ilred'of the Breft battalion they durft not rifqae 
an attack. 

They had however thought themfclves fo furc" 
of.fuccefs, at the outfet, that, er,e midnight they 
had difpatched an official meflenger to the munici* 

^ pality to declare their infurre^ion againit the na- 
tional reprefentation, who, two full hours after- 
vrards acquainted the Convention of it — that is to 
iay, when they calculated the whole would have 
been over. Thus the confpiracy was pretty gene- 
jrally known at leaft^ in Paris, although it proved 
s^bortive \ and it was undoubtedly proper for us to 
make it public, to prevent as far as poffible ano- 
ther attempt of the kind, fuppofing, as I yet firmly 
believe, it was im poffible for us to be revenged o^ 

. tkhem at that time. This, I thought was Vergni- 
aud's intention, when he denounced it before a 
/core of us, who had met to coniider what was to 
be done on the occaiion.- But had I known how 
he was to execute his taik, I would not have left 
it to him. Hia fpeech, though a good one, in- 
jured the caufe i it tended to-itiiflead the public al- 
ready prejudiced againft the parrlcidious focieties^ 
to whom a fpirited, open accufation, before all 
France, at the bar of the ConTention, would 
have been a terrible blow. On the contrary he 
-blamed ariftocracy for the tranfaftion of the f oth 
of March. .No doubt it was ariftocracy — It was 
royalifm •, but it was the ariftocracy — it .was the 
royalifm of the^ Jacobins, and Cordeliers. — ^ — Thus 
he fhould have fpoke. But fo he did not fpeak, 
the two focieties fteadlly took the cloak offered 
them-^and he told me that his reafons for fo 
doing were, becaufe he thought it highly necef- 
•fary, not to expofe the real confpirators, although 
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denouncing the confpiracy —^r^Jwr of too much e^ 
afperating violent men already too much given to every 
kind of excefs-'^Good God I fuch were the rules, of 
his conduct, fuch the miflaken cautions that effeo 
tualiy nurfed up the faftionj it had been well, had 
this caution only i>ffefted us, but it nearly ruined 
the republic. 

The Valaze committee compofed (as I believe I' 
have already faiJ, but the reader muft pardon re^ 
petitions, 1 write in. fuch hafte) of the moft. ipirited ' 
republicans, thofe right Jide members, who lo lit- 
tle refembled the right fides of the two former af- 
femblies, were indeed forry at this new error of ' 
the Girondinesy and charged me to denounce in a 
more fcrious manner the plot of the loth of 
March. I wrote a denunciation, but was not al'- 
Ipwed to deliver it- Tlic mountain dreading left . 
I fhould difclofc truths^ directed all the manoeuvres 
of Its taAics againft me, 'threats, cries, clofing the 
debate, tumults in th«. galleries, all confpired to 
prevent myfpeaking. Latterly therefore, I did 
not attenipt to mount the tribune, but printed my 
intended fpeech. In it wtli be found an account 
of the chief circumftances, and principal adlors* in . 
this confpiracy. I have faid nothing but what I 
can affert th€ truth of; and accordingly all the 
conje(5hires which I have hazarded have been veri- 
fied. It is titled,—-/^/! Addrefs to the National Con^ 
vention and my Con/lituents^ on the confpiracy of the 

loth 

* I now except Bourdon of Oife. It appeared prettv 
clearly, i think, in the fequel» that he had only httn mil- 
led. He is certainly fo (till ; fince at this day he is the de- 
clared enemy of the profcribed deputies and me. This 
however does not prevent me from doing hicu the jttfticc 
of declaring, WiSt 1 do not think he a^ually made one of 
4he Orieaa'tfadion. 
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foth of March <^ and the Orlean^s fa5ftofi,'^TAdiHj qH-- 
tions> were printed in the different departments, and 
in Paris 6000 went off. It would have produced an 
effeft beyond expectation, htid not fome of thofe 
infolent proconfuls, who, eftabliflied in the de- 
partments, were fubjedl to no laws, opened the 
packets at the poft office, and flopped many, ' It 
is impoffible to defcribe the rage of the confpira- 
tors, when this little tradl appeared. They did 
not dare denounce it in the aiTernhly, knov/ing, 
t^iat I would not be afraid to defend it there, 
which would only add to its notoriety. Amar 
hinted at it indireftly in the bill of impeachmeDt 
againft the republicans, fix months after, but da- 
red not to mention the title. The generality of 
them never fpoke to me but when obliged to it 5. 
—and they exerted themfelves to bury my writings 
to the Convention in oblivion. The mere men- 
tion of my name calls to recolleftion all the crimi- 
yxal defigns of which I accufed them, and which 
they have now carried into execution. Marat is 
DOW an acknowledged royniij}^ and Robefpierre 
will be a complete didiaior. This I faw in 1792, 
and what is perhaps -fli 11 more meritorious in me, I 
was fo bold as to lay it. In my .pamphlet refpedl- 
ing the loth of March, I not only announced their 
end, but pointed out their means. I proved, that 
they fhould proceed through plunder to tyranny* 
that they mufl pillage ere they could reign, — and 
ere they could pillage it behoved them to wade 
through blood and affaflination. All that it was 
in my power to fay, I faid ; what I could not (ay 
I conjectured. I grudged nothing that ferved to 
fet forth the numerous faults of the two fa<n:ions. 
Alas! mine was " the voice of one crying in the 
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defart ;** ^the clamour of the confpirators drowneS^ 
it, my friends heard the found, but they paid nO' 
attention to the words. Thus every day more af- 
furcd of the fate that awaited us, I ufed to fay to 
my dear Lodoiflta, " Thefe men are taking hafty 
ftrides to the fcaffold ; I* would not hefitate one " 
moment about quitting them did not they walk ift 
the path of duty, and virtue." 

If Liberty has yet any friends, I would recom- 
mend that now fo fcarce pamphlet on the loth of 
March to their notice. Let then\ read it, that they • 
may form fome idea of the terror, or rather blind- 
nefs, witlv which a government was flfuck,,whicll 
although it faw the ambuQies tliat were laid againft 
it, yet made not the leaft effort to deftroy them. 
It is my la ft writing in the convention, it is, my 
political teftament in a great degree •, and I ^ill 
fay, for I think it, it is a valuable hiftorical mof fel. . 

I will only add, that the deftniftion of the liber- 
ty of the prefs; the total violation of the fccrecjr* 
of the poft ; the firft unlawful feizures of private 
property •, the origin of civil war in Vendee, {ti 
barbaroufly cheriftied by Marat, the Municipalities 
of Paris, Pache, Ronfin, and their accomplices j 
the eftablilhment of proconfuls- in the different de- 
partments ;- the firft attempt to fet up that C<?w- 
tnittee of Public Safety ^ under whofe tyranny France 
now groans •, and the founding of that revolution- 
ary tribunal, which has coft France much blood \ , 
all thefe odious events, and accurfed eftablifti- 
ments, which yet were but the preludes and im- 
plements of ail tliofe curfes •, all thofe terrible' 
wounds which were to drain my country of fo much 
blood, muft all be dated from the loth of March^ 
l2L;j.-.-Ye friends of liberty bewail thefe crimes", 
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f>ewail them, but remember they are not the crimes 
of the republic. The republic ! We never had 
one, our foftions never allowed us to eftablilh one, 
— but their aim was to blend its name with their 
bafe cruelties, and fhey deftroyed it for ever, by 
difgracing aild rendering it odious. All the crigfaes 
they committed were ftill thofc of royalty. 

In leaving this article, I muft make one important 
remark. When the decree of a revolutionary tribunal 
had been forcibly extorted from us, we felt it necefTa- 
ry to unite together in felefting its pretended juries ; 
and indeed, we found means to get honeft men ap- 
,pointed ;. though it is doubtful whether they would 
have accepted of the office. Their refiifal was 
not waited for : Marat raifed the cry of a coun- 
-ter-revolution, threatened to bring in the multi- 
-titude; he annulled the ballot, and got his own lift 
decreed. It will readily be imagined, that this lift 
' confifted of a parcel of hardy rafcals ; they were 
* -chiefly the aflaffins of September.; they had only 
^ changed grounds, not their parts in the bufinefs ; 
jaaurdering here, as there, in the name of the latv. 
From among thefe defenders of the republic, fome 
were elefted who formed a new fociety of depreda- 
tors, who could only be compared with the Scp- 
tembrifts. There was one M. Nicholas, who made 
a cohfpicuous appearance amongft them, a curious 
fellow,, whom Camillus Defmoulins mentions in 
one of the five numbers of his Old Cordelier, From 
that work it would feem that this genuine Jacobin, 
who originally fubnfted on cow-heels, amafled his 
little fortune of 2oo,obo livres (abbve ^f 8,000 Ster- 
ling, which he isnow fqandering in the bagnios) 
and the difpofal of life and death which he exerci- 
Tes over all honeft men \ for all this he is indebted 
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to a weighty bludgeon, by which he defended the 
inherent cowardice of Robefpierre, at that time 
when this man began to fuppofe, that he might 
one day be King of France, by means of his talk- 
ing, his calumnies, and his profcriptions. 

Meantime, Dumouriez, anxious to ihed repu- 
blican blood, expected our heads. He muft have 
been very much iiirprifed, to learn the ill fucccfs 
of the wiflied for night ! but as he had gone too 
far to draw back, he pafled the Rubicon. His o- 
perations, I may fay his errors, are detailed in his 
memoirs. They evidently difcover his want of de- 
cision and forefigh't, as well as his prefumption. 
"Within a fortnight's time all his fchemes milcar- 
ried. He had fettled every thing but the means 
by which they were to be executed. Dumouriez, 
a real hero in the field of battle, is a dwarf indeed 
in the labyrinths of intrigue. Unfortunately for 
him, fighting muft fome time ceafe^ and ftill more, 
unfortunate, when fighting is at an end, intriguing 
muft take place. 

We began to breathe a little, when a native of 
Bourdeaux, who had been taken prifpner at the 
battle of Nerwinde, but who had afterwards been 
exchanged, came to inform his friend Guadet, that 
in confequence of an intimacy which fubfifted be- 
twixt him and an officer in. the imperial army, he 
learned, that Cobourg's StafFwere daily expecting 
to hear that twenty-two members of the Conven- 
tion were beheaded. Guadet mentioned the news 
to me, and we were entertained with it ; but you 
'may judge our furprife, and the reflections which 
followed, when in a little after, Pacl\e pppeared at 
the head of the pretended feftions of PiiA-is, to pre- 
fent the celebrated petition by which we were pre- 
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"bribed, to the number of twenty-two. I am per- 
suaded, that it was owing to this undeniable evi- 
dence of the connivance of the leaders of the 
-mountain and Anftria which urged on Guadct, who 
was nat^irally bold. and fpirited, to deliver that de- 
'termined fpeech againft Marat ; in confequ^jnce of 
which, the famous bill of impeachment was found 
againft him, and his ftill more famous acquittal, by 
^hich the eyes of all France fhould have been o*' 
pened to the villany of the revolutionary tribunal, 
^ori the party which gave it birth. I muft here be 
'•excufed for inferting a few remarkable anecdotes, 
^concerning the petition againft the twenty-twoy be- 
'caufe men may be judged of by jinecdotes. It will 
alfo be remembered, that I am not writing hiftory, 
hut jumbling together a few notes for it : fome more 
"foi^tunate pen muft feled from among them, if def- 
'potifm will admit it ! 

Oh heavens 1 when Pa<:hc had read the petition, 
^oyer-fonfrede aiked permiffion to fpeak. He ipake 
"with great eloquence and much wit : and as he ufed 
the following, or wotds very lik^ them — At for 
'fnyfelfy 1 only regret that I dm not this day among the 
number of thofe on nvhom the municipality of Paris is 
-draiving down its daggers y — the whole aflembly rofe 
lip with a voluntary emotion, exclaiming, We all 
tfo fo. The members flew to tis from all quarters 
of the hall, to <rongratulate and embrace us, about" 
'fifty Barbarotis Mountaineers excepted, who ftruck 
•of a heap at an effedV fo oppofite to their wifhes, 
'fat ftill filently. Notwithftanding this, upon the; 
'fecond day of June following, this very affembly 
found a bill of impeachment, againft thefe very 
^ame profcribed peffons, by the fame flanders be- 
iog.again declaimed : the faft is however, that eve- 
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:ry paffage. to the hall was guarded at that timeljy 
3,000 Jacobins, and eighty pieces of cannon. 

Pache having. finifhed his memorable difcourfe, 
left the bar to go to the hall, when Mafluyer, a 
deputy, addreffed the aftoniftied mayor thus. 
«< Have you no little place for me ? Tou would gain 
a hundred croiuns by it,'' For this capital offence 
was poor Maffuyer profcribed. — Upon the 31ft of 
May he was outlawed, and at length died on the 
fcaffold. 

It is important to remark that the fecond lift of" 
profcription brought to the Convention a few weeks 
after, by the municipal officers and admihiftrators 
of Paris, contained the fame number of names with 
the firft lift — ^^Fwenty-two, though the names were 
not exadlly the fame in both. At the timethat the 
decree of impeachment was paffed, Marat, exerci- 
fing his fovereign authority, made fame alteration 
in the lift. He cancelled feveral names, Lanthe- 
nas for example j but he carefully filled up the 
number with others.; fo that it ftill remained twen^ 
ty-iwo. To conclude, when the trial of the depu- 
ties came on, .after the capture of Lyons, Pethion, 
Buzot, Guadet, Salle, Valady, Barbaroux, and my- 
felf, were not jn their power : confequently the lift 
was lefTened ;one third : they however took care to 
make it up again to its complement : and the exadl 
number aftually led to execution, was only on^ 
Ihort of Twenty-two. This,ftrange coincidence of 
tiumber, from firft to 4aft, .gives room to think, 
that one of the primary articles in the fecret treaty 
l)etween the. foreign powers and the mountain was 
to furnifti them with tiventy-two heads. 

Not yet fatiated by the downfal and death of 
Republicans, they perfccuted^ them even in their 
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gnves ; not fatisfied with trampling on their mis*- 
fortunes, they calumniated even their virtues. Had 
this been done by the father of anarchy itfclf, the 
prince of the fanguinary tribe, the gratfd extennina^ 
tor^y a Marat, the moft corrupted, the bafefl", and 
the, mod: impudent of the hireling Royalifts, it 
would have feemed quite natural to me. I Ihould 
have deemed it as natural, that Robefpierre, en- 
vious of the appearance of merit, ambitious of all 
power,. fliould continually attempt to throw an o- 
dium on men whofe talents eclipfed his ; and thcfc 
probably the only n>en who could -thwart his ty- 
rannical fchemes, by powerful obftacles : nay whofe 
very memory, bearing teftimony againft him, might 
6tv^ him from that eminence on which he now 
fits, fupported by the bloody engines of hypocrify 
and calumny •, from that throne on which but one 
crime more might place him* But that this fliould 
be done by a man dcfervedly famous, in whom 
great abilities fbine w4th uncommon luftrc, whom 
mankind at large cannot at this day fufpedt of any 
iin ifter motive to difguife the truth. And who, 
though in the higheft^ degree immorsil, does not 
yet appear fp compleatly reprobate, as to unite 
himfclf with the moft defpicable fet of mankind : 
In a word, that Dumouriez, in his memoirs, which 
were not theh \ u'^Jifhed till fix months after the 
crifninal condemnation of thefe worthy republicans 
Ihould take part with their executioners to flander 
them : this leaves room for aftonifhment, and in- 
fluences to trace out the reafbn. In calumniating 
thefe men, Dumouriez freely ufes the eafieft means 
of difhonouring an honourable man, if his diflio- 
nour is wifhed for. He imputes to them the mif- 
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chiefs which others have done, and" calls in- qitelX 
tion all the good they intended to do*. He conii- 
ders as the doing of the whole convention, thoie 
diflionourable afts, which ht; is perfeftly fenfible 
the mountain extorted ftom it by its bafc manoeu-. 
vres of terror. Nor does he ever apply his degra- 
ding epithets to any other members of that deipi-^ 
cable fadlion but a few exterminators. 

Whatever bo iri this, enough of Divnouriez.. 
We (hall return to the convention. For 9 long 
time 1 had dreaded -the difmal fcenes of the 3 ift of' 
May, and juft when I began to fuppofe they might 
not-take place, they happened. N-arfeiiles had juft 
got the better of thefe blood^fuckcrs. ^ They had 
not been liiffered to come near the walls of Boui^- 
deaux ; the Jura and nearly all the fputhern de-* 
partments had rifen againft the mountain ; there 
was only Lyons wanting to this facred coalition ^ 
at length, Lyons took up arms, and the counter-, 
revolutionary municipality were expelled. The 
mountain eafily obferved by this news, that a dtC* 
perate ftroke had become ncccflary for its preferva-i 
tion. They took hold of the ropes of the alarm 
bell. 

So threatening was the ftorm, that on the night 
of the 30th of May, we judged it prudent to fleep 
from home, which we had done nearly fifty times 
before. Butzot, Barbaroux, Guadet, Bergoing^ 
Rabaud St Eftienne, and myfelf, flept in a poor 
little chamber, where, though there were only 
three miferable beds, tliere were good arms and other 
defenfive neccflaries. We were awakened at three 
in the morning by the alarm bell. We fet out 
from i)ur chamber at fix, carrying our arms witJi 
us ; and though we were at a confidcrable diftance 
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from the convention hall, wc determined to go 
ilraight thither. 

We paffed feveral clubs of villains near the 
Thuilieries ; they difcpvered us, and appeared as 
if they meant to attack' us ; which they probably 
would have done had they not obierved our arms. 
I remember that Rabaud St Etienne was in fuch 
perturbation that he coyld not have refitted : he 
was perpetually crying oiit as he went along iliafu-^ 
prema.dies. (this is our laft day)— alas 1 never more 
fhall I behold it ! 

On our entering ^he hall. We found three moun- 
taineers there before us. Pointing to one of them, 
I faid to Guadet, *« do you notice what dreadful 
expectations gleam frtjm that horrible face ?" — " I 
do :" anfwered Guadet : " it is Clodius banishing 
Gicero." The mountaineer made no reply, but a 
horrible grjn hj way of fmile. 

For this day, however, their hopes were blafted. 
They principally depended on the proje^d difarm- 
ing of the fedlrion of Butte des Moulins^ which had 
long occafioned them fome vexation.' This preli- 
minary bufinefs being executed, they would have 
charged us with havmg caufed it to aifume the 
white cockade, and the decree of impeachment 
would have been paffed. A particular circumftance 
unhinged the plan. The feftion, acquainted with 
the flanders circulated againil it, and of the march 
of the fuburb of St Anthony, had fenfe enough to ■ 
perceive, that it was as requifite to retain its arms 
as its innocence, and that by vidtory.it muft feek 
its own j unification. It intrenched itfelf in the 
palais-royal, charged the guns, and pointed the 
cannon loaded with grapefhot, and fet fire to the - 
matches. Five adjacent feAions mad^ ready to 
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fupport it. The forty thoufand men of the fuburb 
of St Anthony, when they reached the fquare in, 
front of the palais^royal, determined, notwithftand- 
iBg all the exertions made to pufti them on to fight^ 
that it would be proper to fend a deputation, to af-^ 
certain the truth. The deputies, admitted into the 
very heart of the brave battalion of Butte dcs Mou- 
Uns, faw the three-coloured cockade in every hat,, 
and vive la republique in every mouth. They 
united, embraced, danced, and for that evenings 
at leaft, the plot of the Jacobins was unfuccefsful.. 
The day following, as 1 entered the aifembly, I 
was informed that the municipality had juft order^. 
ed the wife of citizen Roland to be arretted. Per*, 
ceiving from this, that the progrefs of guilt had- 
only been checked, I engaged the principal perfons. 
who were profcribed to dine together once more*. 
Our dinner engaged our attention much lefs. 
than the very hazardous Situation ia which we 
found ourfelves, and we were uronfulting on the 
fieps we^ould take> when the alacm-bell began: 
again to refound from every quarter. Immediate-^ 
ly after, fome perfon came to give Briflbt the falfe 
information, that feals were going to be put on< 
our different dwellings. Trembling for what was 
moft dear to me, for my Lodoiflta, whom perhaps^ 
they were about to arreft, I delivered my opinion, 
fhortly, but warmly, and fupported it by forcible 
motives. From that time we could do no more in* 
the convention, where the mountain and the galle-* 
ries would not permit us to utter a word, but ani- 
mate the hopes of the confpirators, who would be 
charmed. with the profpeA of feizing all their prey 
at once. We could do nothing more at Paris, ter- 
rified by the confpiratorS| who were matters of the 
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w'hole armed forces and the conftituted authorities.. 
Nothing but the infurreSic^ of the departments could 
preferve France^ It.was^ Aerefore our bufincfs to 
feek fome place of fafety for that evening, and 
make the beft of our way on the next and fubfe* 
*quent days, one by one, in the bed manner we 
could ; determined to re-aflemble at Bourdeaux, or 
at Caltados- if the infurgents, who were already ap- 
pearing there fhould be. in any cpniiderable force. 
But -in a particular manner, we mufl take care m^ 
to continue as ho/1 ages in the hands of the mountain^ and 
therefore ive mnji by no means go again to the convention^. 

You, Briflbt, Vcrgniaud, Genfonne, Mainveille> 
Valaze, all you honourable viftims, whofe death 
pofterity will one day revenge, why did you nol 
liften to my words I It was Lrfage and I, who 
plucked you from the fury of your enemies ©n the 
loth of March. Our exertions in the caufe of li- 
berty , would have been more fortunate, perhaps^ 
with your aid : together we might not, perhaps, 
have been more {uccefsful in ftirring up an ardent 
kve of liberty, and. the lively deteftation due to 
tyrants; but, at lead, I fhould not have had this 
"day to hment your untimely deaths*^ 

Anxious to dy to the afliflaBce of Lodoiika in 
danger, I left them, ignorant what refolution they 
would form. I could not get my wife to leave the 
houfe, till I afliired her, that I would never enter 
it more. She flew to feek the mother of Barba* 
roux, with whom fhe took refuge at a relation's. 
There through the whole night the fouiKl of the 
alarm-bell^ drums beating, and the cries of rage 
demranding our heads ftunned their ears. The 
.poor mother of my worthy Lodoiika, tr^mbling^ 
and defperate^ uttered faint groans^ and only se- 

covered 


( 56 )■ 

covered from one long fwoon, to fall into anotKcr; 
« We muft raife for you," cried ihe, *< men alL' 
perfe6l> that you may. cut their throats !" My. 
wife, with dry eyes, and rending heart, fearing 
that I might no& h?ive attained my intended afy- 
lum, awaited d€a,th. In the courfe of a very few 
ho^rs many of her/hairs turned white. Great God, . 
how dreadful 'her fituation ! yet this, my dear Lo- 
doifka, was only the beginning of the trials, to • 
which thou wert condemned by my hard fortutie^ , 
and the generous affe<^ion which led you to Ihare - 
in it with me. 

In the boufe of a friend, in whom I had every>/ 
reafon to truft, I found refuge. . Ten years before 
he had done me important fervices,, perhaps as a . 
teftimony of the fenfe he had of the afiiftance he 
had received from .my father in ' his younger days* 
In my younger days I had tafted of no pleafuresj . 
in which 'his fon, nearly of my own age, had not 
been a partaker or confident. His wife profefled: 
to love me as ihe loved her own fon, and gave mc 
no other title. Three nephews and a niece, for 
whom I had a tender regard, lived with them^ I . 
had feen them at their births: they had been edu^ 
cated under .my eyie, in the houfe of their father, , 
whom I had -many reafons to refpefl^ and of whom - 
we were too Toon deprived. They had for many, 
years, in their uncle's houfe repaid my friendfhip • 
for them, with evidences of ecfual friendfhip. I 
had had it in my power to be of Service to moft of 
them. For them, and them only, deviating from 
a rigid though perhaps miAaken principle, that of 
not ufing my intereft for any friend, for any rela- 
tion, for any connection, unlefs to repair an injury j 
coniidering alfo, that thi« worthy family, ruined 
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by the revolution, poffefled more talents than were 
BeceiTary for the offices to which I recommended 
them ; I had ^srocured for them places fufficiently 
advantageous, if not highly lucrative, both for the 
father and the foh. The youngeft nephew (may 
he always continu^j to regard me as much as I re- 
gard him) I had placed in a fchool, where he would 
get an education fuited to the great talents which 
he promifed to poffefs. In a word, |ny Lodoifka 
and I fondly fuppofed that, whenever a proper fuitor 
appeared, we would give half our little fortune to 
fettle the niece* I hope to be forgiven thefe de- 
tails, which muft appear minute, ^he neccffity of 
them will foon appear. 

I fpent a fortnight ia^.this houfe, and another 
three weelfs with a worthy young man, whom I 
ihall again liave occasion to mention. 

.The fecond day of June, had, however, been a 
fatal day to moft of my friends. Hiftory will, n6 
doubt, remark, that the difturbances of that day 
had taken place for the delivery of Hebert, who had 
been convifted by the committee of twenty-one of 
attempting to diflblve the convention, and who, it 
is now certain, was an agent of the combined 
powers •, and of a kind of madman, named VarUti 
who has been fince guillotined for theft. Hiftory 
will alfo remark, that three thoufand banditti, ap- 
pointed to go again ft Vendee, were for a long time 
quartered within four miles of us, and brought 
back at the critical day> to furround us in the halK 
Hiftory will alfo remark, that the revolutionary com'^ 
mittee of the commune was almoft entirely compo- 
fed of ftrangers, Gufman a w^paniard, Paehe a Swifs, 
Dufourny an Italian, and Marat himfelf was of 
Neufchatel. Hiftory will record, that thq coiffpL* 
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rators having carefully placed bands, on whicfr 
they could depend, clofe around the hall, fo that 
the battalions of honeft citizens could not come 
near it •, and the ln(idious motion for going to the 
people having been decreed; Herault-BechelUy therv-- 
prefident of the aflemb!y, and who of courfe con- 
fequently marching at its head, who had been pre- 
vioufly inftru^lcd what t6 do, pretended to lead- 
the reprefentatives of the people towards the citi- 
zens ; but, prevented by a royv of troops and by 
Henrioty whom the cohfpirators had juft appointed 
to the command ; by Henriot, who told the. prefi-^ 
dent, that he would not be fuiFered to pafs, and, 
with his hat on his head, exclaimed, ''cannoneers, 
to your guns,'^he returneilj and contented himfclf. 
•with parading the reprefentatives in the garden of 
the Thuilleries, every where overlooked by the 
'municipal troops. Hiftbry will remark, that He- 
rault-Sechelle is now confefled on all hands to have 
been an emiflary of the allied powers. Hiftory will 
record, that the decree for arreting the twenty-two -. 
was moved in the aflembly by Couthon. Hiftory 
will record, that, on the 2d of June, while the alarm- 
bell was yet founding, when the convention, being 
ftirrounded with forces, no longer exi-fted in fa£i:,. 
and the decrees for the committee of twelve and 
the arreft of the twenty-two, were forcibly pafled^ 
Marat told the people, that they wanted a leader i 
and I have no doubt but the committee of public 
•fafety has at this very day a hundred thoufand in- 
conte^ftible evidences, that Chaumette was one of 
the chief foreign agents with Marat, as Chalier was 
at Lyons, and Savon at Marfeilles. I'o have made 
this public, however, would throw too much ob- 
loquy on the Robefpierres, Barreres, and other 
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<j3efpotSj who would not have afcended the eminent 

cies where they now iland without thofe ftepping- 

J:)locks : befides, thefethreefcouiKlrds are dead, and 

-can now take no Aep to the prejudice of the fep- 

temvirate of public fafety; whereas Hcbert and 

'Chaumette, ftill in life and courage, to reign it 

was neceflary to guillotine them, and to effeft that 

it was neceiJary to 'fay what they were. But above 

all, hiftory, iJC, written by the hand. of freedom will 

record, when it cites the libel entitled The Trial $f 

- Brijfot and his Accomplices^ the cloud of ridiculous 

and contradidlory accufations it includes, and the 

improbability of the weak anfwers it puts into the 

inouths of my unhappy friends, while not one word 

is mentioned of the excellent fpeech of Vergniaud* 

fo fjormidable to the party, that they blufhed not 

to forbid its being printed and publiflied. Hiftory 

-will record, that their beft defence will be found 

.in the libel itfelf; flnce it ihews, that four of the 

'^feven witnefles examined ^gainft them were Chau-* 

mette, Hebert, Chabot, and Fabre-d'Eglantine> 

now known to have been emiflaries of the allied 

powers ; and two others ^rere Pache, and Leonard- 

. Bourdon, ^whofe chara6lers will like wife be unmalk- 

ed, fo foon as the intereft of the committee of pub^ 

lie fafety makes it neceflary. 

Hiftory muft alfo record, that, on the 20th of 

"May, iUll another plot agaiaft the republicans in 

the convention was to have been put in practice. 

Forged letters between them and Cobourg had beei^ 

■ prepared. On the night of the 20th of May, the 

rthe twenty^two were i'everally to have been arreftr 

ed at their own doors, and carried to a folitary 

houfe in the fuburbs of Montmartre, where every 

thing was in readinefs for the intended crime. 

There 
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There each viftim, as he entered a back room^ 
would find Jacobins ready to feptemberize him, and 
they would all have been buried in a hole dug on 
purpofe in the garden belonging to the houfe. It 
would have next day been propagated, that thejr 
had emigrated, and their forged letters with Co* 
bourg would have been pubHihed. This plan was 
debated on at the houfe of Pache, mayor of Paris. 
The committee of twenty-one had demonftration 
of all thefe abominable defigns : they were attefted 
by more than fifty written and figned declarations. 
Part of thefe papers were committed to Bergoing, 
one of the members of that committee of twenty* 
one, who afterwards gave them to the adminiftra- 
tors of Calvados, by whom, no doubt, at the time 
of the reconciliation, they were given to the moun- 
tain. Still more of them were in the hands of Ra-* 
baud-St-Etienne : I know not whether they. are yet 
prefervedb 

The enraged departments, -however, fpoke of 
nothing but vengeance. Buzot, who did not per* 
mit himfelf to be taken, and Barbaroux, who got 
from his guards, were at Cean with Gorfas, now 
become the Leader of the infurredlion in the weft. 
My dear wife had been . repeatedly to fee Valaze, 
arretted in his own houfe, who had numberlefs op* 
portunities to efcape, of which he would not take 
advantage, faying, with Genfonne, it was for the 
good of the republic, that the greater part of the 
deputies fliould get away, to ftir up the minds of 
the people ; but it was proper, that fome (hould re* 
main, as pledges of the innocence of thofe who were 
gone. He had mentioned to Lodoifl^a, that my pre- 
fence was necefl^ary in Calvados. She thought me 
in a fafe afylum where I was, and was aware of the 
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perils, to which I Ihould be expofed, as foon as I 
left it : bat in her generous mind, patriotifm was 
ftill ftronger than love. To afllfl: me in leaving 
my retreat, (he only waked for paflports, which 
were to be fent froni Caen to Valaze for me. 
They at length arrived. On the 24th of June fhe 
and»I quitted Paris. We were obliged, at Meulan, 
to change our carriage. Our new driver was a 
keen Maratift, and uttered numb^rlefs execrations 
againfh thofe rafcally depuiiesy who fled through the 
departments, fetting every thing in a flame. One 
•of them, he told us, Buzot, had at firft deceived 
the inhabitants of Evreux j but they at length dif- 
covered, and arrefted him, and were preparing to 
convey him back to Paris. Judge what were my 
feelings ! Thofe of Lodoiflca were not lefs poignant. 
We continued the converfation, however, with 
chearfulnefs, and it ended only with the day. Early 
the next mornii^g we entered Evreux, where we 
difcovered what lies had been told us the preceding 
evening. This city was ftill in a ftatc of infurrec* 
tion. Different obilacles hindered us till the even- 
ing. As we were about to fet off, 1 obferved the 
appearalice of a man, whom I at fir ft took for a 
•fpedbre. It was Guadet, difguifed as a journey- 
4nan upholfterer ; he had travelled forty-four 
iniles on foot, that one day, chiefly by crofs roads. 
The day following he urged on me the impru- 
dence ef taking our wives with us, in the midft of 
dangers, and in that laborious and dangerous life, 
which we muft lead. I cannot forgive myfelf, for 
'izftening to him too eafily. I cannot rccollc(El with- 
out the moft painful fenfations, the tears my wire 
./hc4 at our parting. Had ftie gone wit'i me, per- 
haps,, we (hould Have beea how in America. Gua- 
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jict and I reached Caen on the 26th. The eight 
departments, viz. five of what was formerly of Brit- 
.tany, and three of Normandy, had formed a coal- 
ition. They fcnt their commiflioncrs to Caen, and 
their armed troops were at hand. Wimpfen, com- 
mander in chief, had hitherto confined his exploits 
to journeys and talking. -Under the mofl trifling 
pretences, he delayed every kind of arrangement. 
i foon faw him, and I was eafily fatisfied, that he 
was a keen royalift, for he did riot even take the 
trouble to diflemble. I afked Barbaroux and Buzot^ 
what fupport to our caufe they could look for from 
,fuch a man. Buzot told me, that Wimpfen was 
a royalifV, no doubt, but a man of honour, and in- 
capable of falfifying his engagements. Barbaroux, 
I found, completely feduced by the winning man- 
ners of Wimpfen. To Guadet and Pethion, who 
were juft arrived, my fears were inconceivable* 
They were amazed at my extreme readinefs to fuf- 
peft every body, who was not a republican like 
myfelf. I then faw, that every thing would go on 
at Caen, as it had done at Paris. "Wimpfen was 
adored by the Ndrmafjs, he had confiderable influ- 
ence in the adminiftration of Calvados, apd he had 
gained the entire confidence of the Bretons, To 
lupplant him, therefore, required the united exer- 
tions of us all; and 1 found myfelf -fland alone. 
In this part of the republic, all our meafures muft 
.©f courfe prove abortive. Many of the Normans, 
likewife, who were mofl favourably difpofed towards 
us, becaufe, judging from papers, f hey had fuppofed 
us to be royalifts, were totally changed, as foon a^ 
from our converfatioh and behaviour, they.ca^e 
to be better acquainted with us. My laft d^,pen- 
dance, therefore, was on the fouth. Had my wife 
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&en at'Caen, wc wonld have 'gone to Honfkur, 
^nd gone on board fome veffcl returning to Bour- 
deaiix. As we would foon have found matters go- 
fng no better on there than in other places, we 
would have taken a paflage in the firft American^ 
veffel, and in all probability have been now in Phi- 
ladelphia, enjoying peace and qnret. 

Three weeks paffed on in this 'manner, in which' 
rime Wimpfen did nothing elfe, but conduft the 
rwo thoufand nten which came from Evreux. 
This little troop was magnified however at Paris' 
to 30,000 ftrong, by this. time goovl citizens be- 
g^atd fpeak* out, and to make preparations for* 
the overthrovr of the detefted municipalities'. Se- 
veral of the 'ftftions hadfcnt commiflioners to 
Evreux, who took back with* them to P^ris fun- 
drj pkmphlets, which tended todifcover our real' ^ 
{entiments: efpecially- a produftioii which was en- 
titled,- for what, reafon'- 1 know not; Wimpfen* s xnz'*' 
nifeilo; it corjtained a "declaration of the commif-* 
fioners of the united -depart mcntSj which I had 
drawn up with' very. particular care. This decla- 
ration conveyed p. ace; fraternity, and affiftance to 
tfee inhabitants 6f Parfs;' but extermination and 
exemplary corireftfen to Ibme* particular members 
of the monritani,''the municipality, and all the Cor- 
deliers. This^ proper diftin<Stion had the beft ef- 
fect. • The commillioners -had alfo obl'erved, and 
cxprefsly declared, that the troops* of the different 
departments had been bafcly calumniated^' when it 
was laid to their charge that they wore the white 
cockade, ^nd wifhed monarchy to be re-ell:abU(hedv 
Ih a word., every thing was in fuch a (late, that h^d' 
we been at firft fuccefsful, a revolution would have* 
taken place at Paris, without the forces ef the depart- 
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ments.fo much as enterixig the city. It was- not 
however Wimpfen's pl^n that we fhould be fnc* 
cefsful. At this time the mountain was greatly dif- 
turbed, and had brought together in Phris iSoo foot 
foldiers, one half of vyhom, however, wifhed us well^" 
and feven or eight hundred I'coundrels, poltroons, 
and thieves. This. body had juft taken, pofleflloxi' 
of Vernon* Then it was that Wimpfen began to 
talk of befiging this city j and immediately intro- 
duced to us one M. Depuyfay, a,s a flaunch repub* 
lican and able officer, though he had never bceix 
heard of before. Wimpfen gave him his in (1 ruc- 
tions to attack Vernon, and).there is no doubt, he 
was very faithful to his private lefibns. 

In order more efFeQ^ually to take .the enemy by. 
furprife, he marched out in light of day with found 
of drum. Although there were few of his corps 
that had ever flrept in a camp, he in the firft place 
cxpofed them for a whole day to a fcorchiiig fun,, 
and then made them fpend the night in the open 
air, without a tent to cover them. He fpent the^ 
next day in attacking a little fottrefs which to his 
immortal honour he carried. The enemy being thus 
fully informed of what, was intended, he had to^ 
give them but one advantage more.;, he i^opped 
ihort at the entrance of a wood within two miles 
of Vernon : then piled up the cannon ;js it were 
one behind another along the wall, left all the lit- 
tle troop in the utmoft confuiion, without fo much 
as appointing centinels ; and then took up his nights 
lodging, in a cottage about a mile diftant. In about 
an hour after, fome hufidred men fuddenly made 
their appearance and fired three rouijds of cannon, 
upon our troops, were was completely taken by 
furprize j but as tar as could be fudged by appear-* 
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ances the guns were only loaded with powder for 
the whole was man^feftly a concerted fcheme. 
Whatever be in this, our foldi^rs, ignorant of their 
enemy, could not lay hands on their arms, called 
out in vain for the general, and foon fled. Their 
route was fo fudden, that iiad it not been for a few 
feledt troops of Ifle and Vilain, who kept their fta- 
tion for a very little, not one piece of cahnon could 
have been carried off. Notvyithftanding, there was 
not a finglef man in the whole party who had got a 
fingle fcratch 5 nor did the enemy proceed thirty 
yards in following up their eafy vidtory. M. De- 
puyfayy however, when requefted by the adfhiniftra-. 
tion of Ure not to "abandon it/ declared it was ut- 
terly impoffible' t6 retain Evreux; and the day 
fcJllowing he retired about thirty miles, giving up, 
without firing a fingle fhot, a whole department. . 

"W^hen the meflTenger who brought this difmal m^ 
telligence arrived, Winjpfen difcov^red no -fymp-' 
toms of any fur prize j oh the contrary,;' he foon af- 
ferted,- there was t\6 lofs iji what « 'had ^happened : 
be propo(e\i t6» fortify C&n, declaring- it to ' be in 
a fiate of fiege, of eftablilhing-*an army of confide-* 
rable force, and circulating -papfer-money to paft 
currently in the feven- departments which were u-i 
nited. - Thefe propofitions fuggefl:ed many reflec- 
tions. After a number of Jong converfations be-- 
tween Salle- tind "I, on thi$ fu^jeft, we were fulJ 
ly convinced <hat Wimpfei'j, fo far from intend- 
ing to carry hils army to Paris^ only propofed to^ 
clofc us up together with him in fome town where 
his party was moft numerous, there to fet on foot 
a communication' with England, and if poflible to^ 
involve u? in fome connection with that country ; 
^And finally by our means, >as cir€umfi:;ances mjght 
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Jireft, cither to heal matters for himfdf with the 
Biountain, if they fhould get the better of the caa- 
lition in the fouth, or on the other hand, fliould 
they get the better of the mountain, to patch up 
his peace with them. 

When we communicated to our companions our 
fuf^icions, they confidcred them as yifionary : nor 
would any thing lefs convince them than what too 
foon followed. Wimpfen aiked 9d interview, al- 
ledging it to be highly important* He pointed out 
©ur fituation as criticsd in the extretoe, if very vi- 
gorous meafares were not adopted. He was pro- 
posing to proceed to Liiieux in order to organize 
his forces, ereft his camp, and take other meafures. 
in order to put it in a good ftate of defence; but 
in looking forward, fomething more was requifite 
and he then proceeded to renew his plans rcfpe<n:- 
ing Cadn, paper currency, &c, judging it prudent 
to fupport his r^afonings by attempting to frighteit 
us*9 although h^ ihould have known, that metk 
who had been for a' long time accuAomed to withr 
ftand the indignation of the mountain and ks aflaf* 
fins were not moft likely to be terrified into any 
fchemes; an officer who was no doubt properly in- 
.ftruSed by his general, entered fuddenly, as if ia 
great terror, to tell him. that there was a great riot^. 
that the people had ftopped the fappUea for the ar-* 
my» and that there were (ojboc even very outrage- 
ous proceedings againft the^epMtics. Wimpfeil 
^umed the appearance of diipleafure at the hurriccl 
manner in which fuch difmal tidings had been: 
communicated. Go^ faid he to the officer, go^ iher^ 
if nothing in it ;: talh a little reafonably with the people ^^ 
^uiet thewy and (^ircfulate a little money aniQng thetn^ if 
heedful .After the, pfficisr went out, Wimpfeij.. 
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thought he might now take i^pori hiiti to ftate his 
great propafal. Conftder fully on all I hiiv^ Jlated io- 
yoUf faid he, / am ptrfeBly Jenftble that finall means 
ivill not . bring about great ends. But mark me^ I 
fpeak iviih freedom ; I can only think of one meafure by 
which i»e can expeditiou/ly and certainly procure a /up" 
ply of troops y armSy .£nfimumUony money y and other ne^ 
cejfaries I and that isy to enter into a negociathon nvith 
Mnglandy for lahich I have the means ; but I mufi at- 
fo have your authority y and your engagement to be faith» 
fuh It wUl readily be believed, that the expreflions. 
printed in Italics made a deep impreffion on my 
znind: and I can at leaft anfwer that I have faith- 
fully flated the import of the former part of our 
converfation. 

I cannot fay how far my reader may be aWe ta 
conceive the inftantaneous and forcible effeft which 
this converfation had on my two uniu^cious. 
friends. All of us enraged, witliout t!ie leait con«> 
fultation, got up, and put an end to the conference^ 
although Wimpfea did all in his power to renew it* 
The bafe trap laid for us hy this, worthy agent of 
the mountain, w'dl, I apprehend^ be eafily concei* 
wed by alL Had we fallen into the fnarc,, eif ker 
from fear or hope of revenge, there would have 
been aa end of the Ffeftch Republic, and )0f our 
own honour, at the £uiib ioftant. The mountain 
would then have bee& in the p^ofTeffion of ut^denia* 
ble evidence againit us.j We. Ihoukl then have been 
Royalifts, and they Republicans. AH the Repu* 
blicans throughout the kingdom confldered as Roy<b> 
alifts, would have been perfecuted, arrefted, im- 
|H:iibned| and executed. It would have been al- 
ledgedy. that our plot had ff^read^ abr^iad to the 
|M34ith. The. furrecUier o£ TouLckl into, the handis of 
I "the 
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the Englifli, -ti^ould have betjn laid to oar charge,' 
and not to the mountain. I know that in confe- 
quence of their unfortunate triumph, they have, 
hot neglecH^d to alledge as much, liut ho honeft:,' 
enlightened mind has. credited them. In this man-, 
ner they have been expo fed to the no lefs unjuft 
and.abfurd charge of federalifin. 

Wimpfjpn, though much difcpncerted, left us- 
without any ejcpreflions of difpleafure ; he barely^ 
hinted*, that as he intended to depart for Lifieux,. 
it would be prudent in us to continue ftill at Caen, . 
to give a -check to the reports of fome malicious 
people who wjere at great pains to prejudice us in 
the minds of -.the people. Barbaroux and I went 
to Lifieux the following day. The general feemed 
a good deal furprifed to fee us, but gave uS' a very 
welcome receptioa. . . 

We difcovered^ though he did not mention it 
himfelf, .that'he had.jul^ had a private interview 
with one of the emiffaries of the leaders of the 
mountain, « who for three weeks paft, had been 
^ fcattering handfuls of aflignats in the places through 
which he travelled ; and who foon after confider-i 
ing himfelf certain, of powerful prote^lion came td • 
Caen, to carry on the famebufinefs of corruption 
before oUr very faces./ . At Lifieux we faw many peo-* 
pie with arms, but no fdldrers : no order nor disci- 
pline, only a rage for makingi mot ions. Some pri-t 
yate hand had in one day di(united even the batta- 
lions of Bretons, which'till then had been well eA 
tabliihed. Wimpfcn fpared no pains to point out 
to us all this confufion, and to Ihew us the ioapof- 
^ jfibility of his making a ftand here,, and the neceffi- 
ty of trading back all his troops to Caen,^ and ma- 
king that city the cdntrical podnt of defence; &c< 

Wc 
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We heard no more however of his plans of coiu- 
munication with the Engliih. 

He retreated from Lifieux the day following ; 
and my friend faw that our profpsds of Aiccefs 
were over in the weft. It was in vain, that Wiaip- 
fen feemed to be fenous,|when he returned to Caen, 
where he always wiQied to eftabliih himfelf ; his at- 
tempts to eftablifh a ftaff, arrange his forces, fix a . 
place for his camp, eredk batteries of 1 8 pounders, 
could no longer impofe on any of my companions. 
It is probable, that Wimpfcn fent fccret difpatches 
to the mountain, the night before, by one of the 
committee of public fafety's envoys. When I fay 
the mountain, however, I do not mean all its mem- 
bers, nor even all its, chiefs, but only Lacroix, 
Fabre d'Eglantine, the principal Cordeliers^ 6^-. 
thers who heartily wiQied to overcome Fethion,; 
Guadet, their republican fellows, and the diftator,, 
Robefpierre. wimpfea remitted to them an ac*. 
count of the bad fuccefs of his negociations with 
the Engliih, and the inutility of profecuting them 
fcrther, upon which they refolved to confine them« 
felves to the breakinjg of the nucleus of our arm-^ 
cd force ;. but (Hll intending to brand ns with the., 
title. of Royalifts, which was requifite to ruin us j 
and it was doubtlels at that period only, they were, 
to pretend to give up Toulon to the Englifh. A- 
ny one totally ignorant of the ftate of affairs, may 
be furprifed at what I advance ; but I fhall explain 
myfelf in the cpurfe of my narrative as to the tra- 
gic farce of , Toulon, 

Before I enter on the fad. fitjuation of our affairs. 

s^t Caen, I muft take notice of forrc intereiling cir- 

^cumftances;i which I left behind me, that I might 

not 
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not break the conneftcd chain of things of greater^ 
importance". 

Itnmediat^jr after the departure of Wimpfcn for 
Lifieux, a bad general offered his ftrvices to us.* 
He was, however, a good partisan, had command- 
ed huflars, • was an excellent man' for a coup-de- 
main, or to lead the battalions drums beating, and' 
colours flying — to the Carrouzel. It was BeyJJer^ 
whom we recommended to Wimpfen, w-ho civilly- 
rcfufed his t^fFei^^. BeyiTcr immediately endeavour- 
ed to-feduce our horfemen, and then truditig he 
had ittgrariated himfelf with the mountain, he' 
ported to Paris, to boaft of this manoeuvre ; and ' 
his Jinceritjr in the tranfa£jtion was fo far from be- 
ing doubted, that a fliort time after he was guillo- - 
tined* What gave me confidence in him, however,. , 
was his being accompanied by Boh Guyon^ in the; 
capacity -bf his adjutant general,- a ftaunch Jacobin',,, 
a republican to the back bone, a young* rtian of the ' 
ifcofl promifing talents, and a worthy friend oV 
mine, who raoft unluckily fomc time after this, fell' 
into the hands of the eneniy, and was guillotined" 
at Paris along with Girey Dupre, who was worthy 
of fuch ar fellow fnfferer in his glorious death. 

Shortly after this, a ftout, handfoijie, young wo- 
man, of a moil: engaging air, came to the town" 
hdufe (a TtTntendance) whdre we all lodged, to fpeak' 
with Barbarcux. In her face and carriage, which 
were "thofc of' a fine and pretty woman, there was 
a mixture of gentlenefs and majefty, v/hich indica- 
ted her fublinie way of tjiinking. Aiervant always • 
.attended her. SHe'waited for Barbaroux .in a hall 
through which fomc of us had continually occalioa: 
to pafs. . Since that. woman has been tht^ chjecb o? 
public notice, we have mutually reeoUefted all the 

fubje^ . 


^bjefts of her vkits, and I am now fatisficd that h 

*was only a pi*etext her folicitinga favour for ofae of 
her friends. Her motives were, doubllefs, to form 
an acquaintance with fome of the founders of that 
republic, for whofe welfare ihe was going to give 
pp her life ; and perhaps ihe was not averfe to the 
thought, that her features might fome day he pre- 

' fent to their memory. Never can they be erafed 
from mine. — O Charlotte Coi;day ! in vain have all 
the Cordelier painters ufed their joint efforts to pre- 

. fent to the world a disfigured copy of thy charms*: 
you win always be remcinbered by us as we then 
faw thee, gentle yet noble, modeil and beautiful, 
thy mien will always in our eyes have that digni- 
fied firmnefs,, that modeft ardency ; we will never 
forget that fire which glanced from .thy eye, on the 
eve of the^ay thoti departedft to humble with the 

^duft, a nran, whofe vices it will be as difficult to 
make u^forget, notwithftanding of their flattering 
^endeavours. 

I pofitively affirm, .that "fhe never mentioned her 
defign to any one of us. Had. (he confulted us, we 
yould not have direfted hereto ftrike at Marat ! 

/for well we knew, he lingered under a fevere .diC- 

eafe, and that he had'fcarcely twx) days to live.— 

'Let us humble ourfelves before tlfc decrees of that 

providence which permitted Robefpierre'and his 

accomplices .to live till they had butchered one^ 

another, to live long enough for it to be proved 

;.to the convi<n:ion of all France, whofe eyes will 

latterly* be opened by this folemn revelation, that 

.they were traitorous royalifts, and he the moll am- 

'bitious of tyrants. In the hurry of the great events 

then going on, fhere were few. that paid any atten- 

.tion to the fublimenefs appax'ent in the dignified 

brevity 
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bi^vity of the anfwers of that aftonifliing woman, 
to the infamous knaves by whom (he was tried: or 
to the grandeur of ^bought and elegance of expref- 
fion, in that famous letter flie addrefled to Barba- 
roux, but a few hours before her death, and wliich 
from a really delicate republican principle, fhc. 
dated from the apartment of BriJfQt. If any thing 
worthy of record be prefer ved refpe6ting the 
French Revolution, her letter will be handed dowii 
to pofterity. O my dear Barbaroux ! of thy fo en- 
vious fate, never have I envied any' part, but that 
-of having my name prefixed to that epiftle. As 
however fhe pronounced my name on her exami- 
nation, fhe has rtcompenfed me for all my la- 
•bours — indemnified me for all my facrificcs, my 
troubles, the corroding anxiety I feel in the ab- 
fence of my Lodoifka, and fhould I even learn that 
my ikilful perfecutors, have aflaffinated thee — ftill 
it would fuppdrt me in that terrible trial. What-^ 
ever happens, I am at any rate reward e(^^ for I 
know, fince Charlotte has named me, my name 
cannot altogether be buried in oblivion. — Give esu: 
to my laft prayers, thou future idol of republican^ 
O Charlotte Corday, who repofeft in Elyfium, with a 
Vergniaux, a Sydney, a Brutus j pray to the Lord, 
that he may protedt my Lodoiika, and reftore her 

to her huiband fafe befeech him to grant us 

feme fpot where freedom reigns, where we may 
lay down our heads in honourable poverty ; to put 
into my hands fome honcft means of enjoying for 
a few years, in obfcurity, love and happinefs with 
my LfOdoifka. And if that cannot be granted, if 
my wife rauft die on the fcafFold, O let me fpeedily 
hear the news, that I may embark for that place 

where 
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^liefe thoti *haft dominion, to join my wife and 
talk with you. 

Upon looking over my laft paragraph, I am cer- 
tain I will be accufed by many of fantacifm— Well : 
xold hearts are never in great men. The young 
man, who ran up when the accompli fhed Corday 
was led to prifon, intreating to be detained in her 
-ftead, and to fuffer the puniihment prepared for 
^ber, he too was z fanatic — but this a£tion will per- 
petuate his memory. — How I' regret having forgot 
-his name. The Cordeliers granted fo much of his 
■petition, for they fnffered him to die, but not in 
the ftead of Charlotte *. 

The Bretons who forn\ed the main force of out* 
army, properly fpeaking, were indeed -aftoni/laed 
when they heard that then* primary afTembiies had 
acknowledged the conftitution; and the great fpeak- 
-ers, plaifily proved (for they were wj^U paid no 
doubt) that it would be faiStious in them to con^bat 
with the mountain ; for moft men chufe rather to 
fleep in a whole ftin; than iight when viiSlory is 
•doubtfiil. There was however fome hefitation 
^amotig the/brarve Bretons; but they were plied 
fo'cloiely, that they were carried by the flood 5 ie- 
^des, they werfe civilly told, by the adrainiih'atoi^ 
pf Calvados^ who were afterwards! gwilLotincd; that 
they muft l^ve tA^ city of Caen as they; had ao- 
-ceptcd-the confti<?ut«)n, sind as«the^ IJretons .were 
^ •^'-^■- - • ■ G '.■ -'^^^ i/.'. . th»« 

* Another ^«o({V. Adart) I^ux, deputy; ^^xlraprdinary 
'for "^[€1112;,"' was fo ftriick with adrtiiratibn' at her beha- 
viojir, thalt^he iraftrit eortipdfed-a Kttle oration iOTiit> print- 
ed It with a propofal to crcdl a ftatue to the heroine, in- 
fcribai Greater thak BrXjtus. And in confeq i .*nce, 
*bn 'Wng ttifo\^« Hri^ Iht abb§y/he txclainwd in a tranf- 
•^ortbf jdf,-*i««It?J5(JIVjfithartottt Corday, then, I am )to 
die V\ He was accordingly executed a day or twaaft^r* ; 
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thus cowardly abandoned they departed^ andwef ^ 
one went to his own home. 

It is probable Winipfen had a paflport from the 
mountain, and an errand to England. I am igno- 
rant of what is become of M. de Puyfay * who fo 
compofedly fuffered himfelf to be beaten at Ver- 
non. Mrs de Puyfay retired to Bourdeaux, and 
was there denounced by a fubaltern officer not ini^ 
tiated in the myfteries. She was arrefted and feat 
to Paris, and fince then, nothing has been heard 
of her, and although fhe is a handfome woman» 
many will be of my opinion, that it was not het 
beauty that has faved her from the fury of the 
banditti. 

Many will no doubt be anxious to know the fate 
of the profcribed deputies, thofe 'unfortunate tg^ 
mains of the chief founders of the republic \ The 
fequel of their affe<^ing hiftory (hall be my taik for 
the latty part of chefe memoirs. 


XjlFTER liaving made, mai^kind tny ftudy in a 
groat city, amidfl their moil efieminate habits, the 
conveniences of luxury, and the indulgence of 
that fort of gallantry ter«ned love: ^hor having 
difcoveredin .thctr jfybarites funk in effeminacy, a 
degenerate,4ieople,^who could^ and could but beair 
without abfolute .defpairy the enormous weight of 
their yokes : I. ventured to aflert that neither tlic 
opprefled ha;d courage to Ihakc off their burden^, 
xior thjs. Qpp^eiTors to refift any efforts -^to that e£- 

• : * This is'tfae-iame Puyfay that >had the commaiui 
•4of an army of Iniiirgeiiti tsaxd £iDigt«i^» in fidttany, ia 
^curpay. 
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HfEkf but becaufe none co^ild be mad^. I was not, 
altogether miftaken ; on a fuddea a great change 
in tbe goveroaient of France threatened j the in- 
tcreft of individuals roufed ftrong conflifts 5 but 
kappily the firft conflift was moire noify than 4ef- 
trudtive. 

Matters aflumed after this a more ferious appear- 
^ncCy bold fafUons appeared. Betwixt the court 
party- which carried oiv intrigue. for the eftabliih- 
ment of all the old abufes, and the Orleans party, 
wiiich feemcd to oppofe them, only to revive them 
for its own intereii, fome men confpiring/in the 
caufe of virtue made their way. After their noble 
exertions a convention coUet^ed, charged with 
Gomfiituiing a republic, which unfortunately it could 
do nor more than decref. \xr was at firft but an 
cmiity name : it' was foon a fatal one \ for it cen^* 
dered the tJ^g^ it/elf abortive- However, forced 
altnoft in. defpite of mj^f Xo appear upon the 
grand theatre,, which I imagine^ that of the nobleft 
pafiions, what? did I at the vci'y firft perceive ? 
From the. centre of the mountain to its fummit, pre- 
iiimptuous ignorance pretendirig. tp,. ^\\^ fhe advan* 
tjages of celebrity, infatiabte covetoufnels grafping 
vt-ricbk*^ vile debauchery tbirfting for ft ill greater 
^dliigencesy atrocious vengeance fitted for affalli- 
j!iaiiony defpicable envy delpairing of the influence 
of itaients, and boundlefs- anjbition burning with 
thirft of power at the expenfe of every crime. • Ana 
twhen fuch villains began to get the afcendancy ; 
when' the mob, riiing on loads of fpoit and the 
xuins of property, obedient to their call, bathed in 
ton;ents of innocent blood ; when, plunder fyftemat. 
tically diredled by tnagijirticy^ atheifm reduced to 
principle, and two hundred thoufand fcaffolds efta- 
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blifticd by th€ laW, difgraced my country^ I wat; 
obliged to acknowledge, ^hat, of every fpecies of 
flavery, that which anarchy introduces is the moft 
infupportable^ When the ignorant and mifguided- 
multitude reigns, crimes arc not naore numerous 
than ruleirs;. One betakes himfelf to plunder, ano-v 
ther to murdei* :- one feeks amulement in haraf- 
fing, imprifontng, and tormenting his. enemy ;, 
tvhile another -choofes rathci* to. demand his. wife j 
a third, without min€ing matters, pre£ecs ravilh- 
ing his dtmghter, too fortunate if the vrllaiu do 
not kill her after. One would think, that every. 
tnt cxerts^ himfelf to find out fome new crimes^ 
bver which nature has not yet groaned r when Qa& 
is invented, it is deified ; and other villains iabouzK 
with anxiety to make fome new difcovejjy, thal> 
ftall be equally fuccefsful. Thus in my difgriaccd 
country many thoufands of banditti pra&ice guilib 
bjr profcffioni, and^amdngft crhnes, fete^b, and ex^ 
tol, what are moft iQiiameful, mofl difgufting, moA 
dreadfully new. Thus after the aiftir of Ven* 
dee, a reprefentativc fo far. forgot himfelf as to ftyl<t 
a hangman tb$ avuig^ ^ iiepiifJcf and to entitle 
by the name of civic virtut that ferocioufiiefs, by 
vrhick he wa» led to engage, ma full affembiy of .tit 
peoplty to cut ofl^ perhaps every day, twenty 
Frenchmen's heads* Thus at Commune f^tantbie^ 
(what wretched mockery^in this change of name !) 
Colht (fHerboufy lifccwife a reprefentative ©f th« 
people5 Ronjln^ the gencpal of an army, and fomc 
other patriotsii coolly coniidered together, for hours^ 
in what manner to affaffinate with moft folcma 
cruelty eight or ten thoufand of the Lyonnefe. So 
that at the noife of the cannifter-fhot'J by whick 
they were tore to pieces, and the r^pe^ited blows 

of 


of 'the fabrcj With which thofe who firrviVed this 
were difpatched, a multitude of people made the 
air Tefound with applaufe. It was thus the guif/o-' 
tine .bex^jjie the national altar^ to which brother 
will cUlzeniy drive brother; or father drive fon. 
Ift this manner an unhappy wife, haying accompa- 
nied her hufb^nd to the place of punifhiiient with 
groans, is condemned, to the great delight of the 
multitude, to fpend feveral hours under the fatal 
{Dftrtiment, which flxeds' on her, drop by drop the 
new fpik blood of her beloved partner, whofe 

corps is befide her — there— on the fiafFold! -• 

Thusv, at once, hke atorrent confined by* no dikes, 
^n immeaf^rable mafs of guilt, unknown to the moft 
barbarQit^ nations, fprcad$ over' a vafi empire, and 
thr^ten»to overwhelm the globe^ .O why was it 
that nothing lefs^ t^ian this experience could fatisf 7 
me of the fat'iiil truth, that/ without any di(Vin<SViou 
©6 poverty or wealth, obfcurity (jr greatnefs, I will 
fey even,> in general, of vain knowledge or pe^fe^?^^ 
^laor^nce^ and which except virtue only, is the 
fi^vilege of a few privileged ^hildfopher*, men 
mfuft be flaves; lince nvankind are either wicked- 
tkemfelves,* or bow before thofe vyho are fo ! 

So lopg ^ we had 'aijy expectation to bring 
down that impious fa<5Uon, we traverfed the de-r 
partments^ not ib much to feek proteftion for our- 
ftlyes,' as to raife up- enemies againft.it. Abfur4 
{^empt 'i the di%uftipg ipachia v^lianifm of He-? 
bert was to, drive alj jbefore: it*. Fear had already,: 
pader the nan^e of prudence, ^ begun to divide the 
hitid of departments, to put an end to falutary 
Jrtteafures,' and endanger liberty in her laft afyluni. 
iAt Marfeillesjiat Bqfordeaux, in mbft of the prin. 
.ijip^. citJesj^^he-.i^QTyjif indifFereat, fearful houfe^ 
,' V. ^' *' C 2 ■ " holder. 
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holctcr, could not refoWe to leave home for a mo- 
ment 5 to mercenari'es he committed his caufe and? 
his arms ; aft if it were not eafy to forefeey that the 
man he hired might foon be hired againft him. 
Again the mountain, ardent, bold, full-fledged ia 
guilt, drew* the fivord again'fib its country. Merely 
to breach ia few cafks, fcrprize a few women, and 
break open a few ftrong boxes, worthlefs feidicrs. 
hired in the ferYice of the mountain, to the fhont 
of vive ia repuilique^ they 'cut the throats of re-i 
publicans; and to fet their country free, they rait» 
to enflave it. Vomited from the capital^ as from a- 
modern Rome, the vileft imps of \difguifed royal- 
ifm, the moft infamous agents of corruption,' 
brought chains to the conquered provincesy already 
prepared to bow before their bloody proconfulate. 
Cities, once the proudeft, began to proftrate be- 
fore 3 few Jacobins. The republic was loft ! and 
we, its unfortunate founders, were doomed to fuffe» 
the moft dreadfol fate, -that could attend a fewf 
well known 'profcribcd pepfons; whom every- villaUij 
purfued, and every f oward fbrfook. Thofe whofe 
property we had uniformly protected amidft dan- 
gers, offered us not, in our diftrefe, the leaft pit- 
tance of that property, the whofe of which they 
next day would furrender on their knees to the 
firft robber, wha would lay hold on ih Thofd 
whofe lives we had defended^ for tfen' meiiths, at 
the rifque of our own, xfrould riot open their Aoot^ 
to us,, fe^ritig to' expofc theirs a moment in our 
behalf. Amidft the horrors of dark- nights, and 
ftormy Ikfes, worn out with fatigae, having wanden- 
fcd about all day in the woods without reft, famifh^ 
ed with hunger, burning with thirft, nothing wa» 
left us to fupj^ our contiauaUy renewing niecpfr 
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Sties, ordcfend us from aflafEns, but our Taldrr, 
cfur innocence^ a gleam of hope, and the wonder- 
ful conduct of an evidently proteding I'rovidtnce. 
We- ihall fee friends, barbarians through conrafri 
dice, refmfe to know their friend. 1 his trial was 
referved for me, the moft painful of all I have un- 
dergone! Unhappy man ! friends, of twenty years 
fianding will drive thee from their door ; will 
drive thee back again* even to the ftaffold. I had 
feen mien in a body in their public life, and had 
abhorred them ; I had accefs to kne,w them too well 
individually in thdr private life, and deteftation was 
fiicdeeded by contempt. Since, even in a country 
which I imagined about to be regenerated, the 
good are fo cowardly, and the.wjcked fo outrage- 
ous, it is clear, that every colleftion of men, pom«- 
ponily called ftc^h by fools like me, is in fa£^ but 
a feeble herd,« ha.ppy.to bow \q » naafter*.- Whe- 
ther he be a Robeipierre or a MafTatiiello, a Marat 
or a Nero, a Caligula ©r a. Chalier, a Hebert or; a 
Pitt, a Carto^ch ev^n o|r an Alexander, a Defrues 
©r an Orleans, Vhere is the, difference I Every. 
viliain, if he ha^ ambiirioin, at)d circutnftances guide 
kim on, may arrive to be what is called a great 
wan : only fometimes the ableil is thrown down 
from the eminence intA the abyfs below, whilft to 
teign.is to be truljr wrdtchcd indeed "t;. 

- ;* Think af:.«iy.fit>)atrofip^ai^.Ut;9Jrex$e^«eC:g^ 
-an eic|ife'f<pr,,thtf€ ^pftc^i9na.t r .^ , 

f CromwtU, to whom Robefpicrre bare fuch reicnt- 
iblance,, talents cHcept^d ^ ,who^ luvturailjr favage^nd irrdt- 
.giou9> afie^Medy wilh*double Hypo^riiy, to.be inclined t# 
elemeiicy; ai)d zealori^, fn^itbc^cai^e^of hi&pod^waa ii«> 
, ib0mr ppj Uie tl^ro^ey . th^^ bji imagined, Hin^leif coiKtinuAlif 
^%^r9kli<Jkd..*vi^b.a£railioi/ li^' C9ui<i,^at truft.bi^ owa 


Araidft fuch cxcefs of depravity, however, it U- 
tlruiyeonfbling, to have tcy declare, that, > even m* 
JVanc^, there ftill exift fome who are w^jrthy of li-i 
bcrty; W« have focind* thdn chiefly in that ftx^ 
whidh is efteemed trifling and- timid. ThC' fcindcft 
attentions; the mofr f^irked afflftance, thatintCK 
rcfted comp^iEon Cannot refufe to ortdefenved mis-; 
fortune, havb been lavifhed on us by femiiles.; O 

zn^dam ^ ! I cannot mention your name atprei*- 

fent, without proving your ruin ^5 but^ virtue rew* 
mains not unrewarded ; and if «it (liall be for ever 
impoffiMe ta'hold you up to the gratitude of reptt*- 
blicans, never? ddtibt^ that he who^formed yoijrr hea- 
venly breaft after his <dwn image, youar Gro^ and 
j»ine, the.G6d?df gowineft and bemcficence, will 
Iseep in ' miiid the Hazardous- offices you- went ■ 
tkrougkfor liy, and that, furrounded with our ex- 
ecutioner?,' yoa carrfed off theit p^y *• 

Tlie admini'fti-ations had f}ufl got an example of 
fli^meftil' defeaidtj fmm^ -the adihiniftrators of GaU 
aradxte :. they* hatf ' patche(*''up ^a pettce -with the 
fsountaln privately, wrthout giving any prevaaui- 
Kotice^ . They ^eritiofted it to* ib^ the third day ' afc 
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guards. He carried piftoli 11? hrs pocket by day, apd at / 
night he laid them .under his piHow, He fcarcely ventured ' 
to- eat :. to deep he was al^rahKcr.* Every night Ire chait- - 
^dliii room and "hi* bed^ Who would not prefer death • 
to a crown at fucha price ? M^ny poltroons* na doubt ; • 
#bt cdttt# wV'<»d^l2«rfthem-fartuTTate'ln ofetai^itJ^ it ?• Tsit^^ 
not more Iflcely,- that even fdr'thiem'ile^th wxaiM be^prd* 

" '•^''Thw^erous^^VifiyrtfaTf/arasrwas-tHe fifteriiw^law.dt \ 
*©iindet,: the Wife of" citi7Je«- Bouquet >-i^c was^xecutedj; . 
oiraffiwal^ together* wfth f^ hu«a*(d^»afkl h«r bTothtMa- 
ikyf, MM-Gw^et^s f^Ktr. ' Slic%deedUi>y^t^Uh^ '|dlia*, . 
Witt) ttiirdet^W-ha-.^i^ at^this-d«?f-^W»*oW?^%*y^O ^ 
•00*^ juftlce ? 
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tcr tn the ifolioiriDg^- Q^^ntter ; theypofted. op the 

adv.erqicment of the momitaineprs^ by vhicb we 
were outlawed, at the very door qf the boufe where 
they had lodg^od us ( T inUndance. ) The Brctoo«> 
enraged at ibis {krfidy and infolence, as they werci 
to fet out next day, offered as their arms : we ac- 
cepted of them|. more'to proteft ourfclves tham.ta 
aft oflfenfivcly* When we mentioned to the de- 
puties our intention oi feeking an afylum among 
them, and to proteft liberty in their refpefti^e dc- 
partipentS| th^y iboutod for Joy** \, . :. .. 
:i/V^e(aft«ally fct out next day* Wedividetlintoi 
thi^e parjtiesi and joined the three battalions* Wc 
^Acched alonjgasicommon fQl4iets ; and. tbofe wU» 
had received ns^feemed delighted that^the Twenty 
Riipreientatives of the^People, in whofe favour al«< 
moll all France bad juft arifen, fhoirid be<;omQ 
tWir coxnp^niom.: .for . no /ewer. than, fixty-ninc of 
the departments had unitjed together. At firft we 
fi)und.<>iirfelves ihiin agreeable, atii rather new 
fituat ion< . As- to tny felf J t bought it nery pkafant 1o 

. gravel on foot with thofe brave fellows, eating witli 
them^imy^vportifitf^ of the ;»Am«<utien«^^bread "an^ 
butter, and drinking mytglafs of cyder : flepping* 
at night, quietly with my billet to lodge with fc»ne 

^private perfpn, who, taking ,me for a* volunteer, put 

an end to any^rei^raint or ceremony between us. » 

The Bretons were 'highly pleafed with this be^ 

baviour. Th^ departments of lllc and Vilaine, 

_ Mayene,,and paiiticularly Finiftexre, h?id not faUe.n 
in to the culpable plan, which the fouthern depart- 
ment had adopted, that of arming only hired ilayes. 
'1 heir volunteers: Mle^e chiefly young men of 
education, who under ftood the nature of the C9ufe 
they were to defend, and cculd neither be bought 
# nor 


nor fbld. Kortwithftaiiding^'w^ittcvtit-'ftept ware. 
tSken, »bufjr pcQple of dtken toor weak or. too. fan^ 
guine clifpoiitldnS)>and fome difgmfhd frumdi of 
anarchy, i^ble ia:j4:o the companies'; and tlheie^^ 
though not. numerous^ often foUnd;i:&€ab& to indu- 
ence the cefl^ thr6ligh their vile (madhiitat Ions and^ 
infamous intriguesk This* we had already obfeFved 
at LiiieuX) and had too foon Ibrrovvful opportunity. 
to. experience it ftill moi;«. 

We arrijged at Vires, after- feveralroarehes; we 
tliere undetilood,. Uiat the mou^ntainchad puta grea& 
ttumbcF mader acre^ at PariiK,"cneouraged by w&at 
bad befallen lu* - 1 was in a hate ^ great^' anxiety 
about my wife. HaTtng been very xiiuch &tiguedi^ 
I retired to vsc&. about fix o-clock : mid-night aiv» 
iMVed,'ami:I?bird noft pet been able taihat-mina 
eyes, wli^n I waa informed, that there wa^a lady' 
enquiring ibr irie—^-^-^-^Itwas {h*; heriilf l«»— Jaiig^ : 
what wep&my trarrfp<^ts t 

'My* intftiiiaWe fnend I The, feiawlera. in the Pa-i 
rifian new;s-papers, had yei&ai-cetygaioonaded ftj^ 
fieiently the gpeat vidlory gained over the royalifti ^ 
©f Calvados '^t Vernon, whtn foi^boding -the ^ra-: 
lamitiefr that ^puld enjue, fhe fpcedily fold off all. 
bcr property of vaii^. She^came hither to inform 
me, that, in future, conne^ing herfelf . wi^h whatf 
ever* fhoiild happen me, Ihe >Wo«4d. boldly nbeet 
i>aniihment, want*, and every other danger that, 
would occur. Then it was, that, overcocae with. 
her generofity, and fully fatisfied th?it any reverfe 
of fortune would not alter her di^oiition,, I ur^ed . 
her to unite with me in that bond, which I had . 
long anxioufly looked /oiv but which We had hi- 
therto found impi-a£Vicable; as her divorce from - 
lier former, huiband had been, only obtained about . 
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orenlfbs before. Alas'! under what UUboding 
patens was our tie contra<Sled ! Petkion, Buzot, 
Salle, and Guadet/were the witnefles who attended^ 

LodoHka earaeftly entreated me to proceed to 
t^ neareft port^ there to take our pafTage in the 
^rft vdlel in which vc .could get tranfpcM-ted to 
America. I mentioned Lyons, Bourdeaux, and 
IMarieili^s, having one lad effort in view, in de« 
jfence of the republic, which 1 thought my dijty to 
aid. " Let it be fo,*' faid fhe, <« but let us part 
no' more." I fwore, we ibould not: how often 
was I, even in fplte of myfelf, obliged to break my 
oath. 

The battalions parted at Fougeres. The battalion 
of Mayene fet out for Laval, that of IHe and Vi- 
laine for Rennes, that of Finiftere continued their 
route to Brcft. . All.the three were anxious to keep 
VLSf and ^omifed to pretext us : bat this was not 
enough : we had fent a friend before us to Rcnncs 
by name B ■ , who defired us to proceed ito 
that city, where we would find 'ready opportunities 
to the fea fide, :and from thence, in fome coafting 
veflel we fhould ^et to Bourdeaux. Barbaroux 
wasmuoh ag^inflthiv ^^ dcmonftrated to ^us^ that 
it wpuld be miach better for us to go on to Quim- 
per, wl^ere our colleague Kervellcgan had been 
ibr feveral days before, and would undoubtedly 
have a temporary retreat ready for us, as well as 
proper means for embarking. We took his advice, 
and t believe it was very fortunate for vls we did fok 
, "VS^^e, proceeded from FougereS) and took .the road 
by Dol, in company with the^battalioii of Finidere; 
we lodged all night r(I think) at Antrain* Of this^ 
liQwever,. I cannot be very certain, a$| (hough I 
recoiled); iaAs witji;thc utmoft exa^efs^^ places an4 


dates may fometimes iefcafie me : and in tlic caverti 
where r now write I can have no affiftance : n6t 
fo n^nch aSa ihap of France.' "WhStteF the town of 
Antrain be on this fide or the other, of Fougercs, 
It IS beyond contradiftion, that in it we ran grdii 
danger. The inhabitants were ftrong Jacobins. 
There were about 200 villains who planned tht 
tnodefi: attempt to difarm the battalion during the 
night, while billeted in private houfes, and thea 
feisfe the deputies and fend them off to the moun* 
tain, if taken, or to kill them if they made any rei 
fiftance : the plot was timeoufly difcovered i we 
doubled our guards, and placed a ftrong patrole, 
and the cut-throat villains went home. 

Our alarm, however, increafed before we had 
got the length of Dol : we were certainly told that 
the municipality of that town had armed their vo* 
lunteers, the artillery were drawn up before the 
municipality, and fent to St Maloes requeftfiig af- 
fiftance from their garrifon and the national guard : 
which the gentlemen of Dol fuppofed, might reach 
them in the evening, and be in ti^ne enough to 
tneet us, as though we (hould be there in the fore* 
noon, \^' purpofed fpending' the ntHt da^There 
alfo. On receiving this intelligence, ' our brave 
foldiers prepared: they loaded ttieir miifkets and 
cannons' We doubled our hafte, and reached^ Dol 

' 1. 

tw6 hours fooner than was prbpofed. 'We fixed 
our bayonets, and entering the town with a quick 
ftep, drew ttp before the towh-houfe. The guns 
were pointed, but they did not fire them* A party 
of volunteers went up to the mayor; to enxjuire in* 
to the caufe of the hoftiie report whith Was* circti«- r 
laterf.' 'The mayor avo\vcd what 'he had done, tie* 
daring that it was not intehdeti-to prevent th^ re* 

turn 
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turn bf "the battalion, but to feize upon thofc trat-i 
teroiis deputies that lay conceafed in the ranks. 
The Bretons Ayere provoked at this anfsver; and 
had not the commander and us joined in quieting 
them, a civH war would have commenced at Dol. 
We agreed not to lodge that night in the town, but 
•it was neceffary to dine there. They would not 
leave us, and we ate altogether in the market-place. 
If you are fo anxious to take theniy faid they to the 
piifiers by, ccdl to arms and come on. Even this, 
however, did not lead us to expeft what happened 
next day. 

There Was a dangerous pafs on the high road to 
Dinan, about fix miles from Dol, where we were 
to fpend the night : it was a high narrow pafs, at 
the entrance of a wood. The three thou land men 
expefted from St Maloes, and who were faid to be 
on the road, might take this pafs with great ad- 
vantage, and wait here to attack our 800 Breftians. 
This otir Battalion were aware of, but remained 
undaunted : they all ftvore to die rather than for- 
fake us : we kept our ranks, firmly determined not 
to fall alive into the hands of thefe mountain fatel- 
lites. My wife and fome other women followed 
lis in a carriage \ their apprehenfions may be eafily 
imagined. When we had at lail got to the much 
feared place, not a fingle perfon was tl\ere. We 
have fince learned that thefe three thoufand men 
from St Maloes had refufed to march againft their 
brethren of Finifterre. At Dinan wj were heartily 
welco^ned : who could be honoured to accommo-* 
date us was the ftrifj. 

An alarming noife awoke us by break of day ; it 
arofe from fome difputes Iri the market place. The 
difquicters of Lifietix had been employed through 
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''the night in alarming the weak and timid inha"^ 
tants, of whom they had convoked a fort of Gene- 
ral Aflembly. They cried out, that as the conven- 
tion was now acknowledged, and the conAitution 
accepted, to proteft outlawed deputies was to aflift 
a fadlion. The honeft part of the community much 
diftreffed, replied, that the greater part of the de- 
partments had not.yet acknowledged the conven- 
tion : and befides, to- deliver up or foriake, virtu- 
ous reprefentatives, would be to^difgrace Finifterre, 
cfpecially as trufting in the promifes of the batta^ 
lions, they had preferred it to the other combined 
Bretons. This^idea, in a particular fiianner, gave 
frefh vigour to our friends, who now alfo were moil 
numerous. It was in vain that a courier brought 
the ftrange intelligence, that the three thoufand 
St Maloes men were marching to attack Dinan, and 
that St Brieux was coming up with troops on the 
other fide j fo that the battalion would ftand be- 
tween two fires ^ our friends remarked, that no 
part of this ftory was .very likely ^ bu£ even were it 
foy we fhould not halve matters ; death fliould be 
preferred to difgrace. The difpute between the 
parties increafed, and feemed likely to come ta 
blows 5 we determined, if poffible, to prevent it, 
and refolved, in future, to truft to ourfelves only 
for protection. 'When the brave fellows heard our 
determination to leave the battalion, and. to pro- 
ceed by crofs roads to Quimper, they exerted them* 
felves as much as poffible to keep us ; but finding 
our determination unalterable, they offered to affift 
us with all that we ftood in need of, in the great- • 
eft profufion. We abfolutely refufed to accept of 
any money ; but we fuffered them to ^quip us as 
* volurteers, in which charafter we meant to travel, 

and 
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and we confidered it as neceflary for our own de* 
fence, that we Ihould be deficient in no kind of 
armour. They picked put the beft guns they had* 
for us, and trufty fabres ^ while the cartridge boxes 
were well ftuffed. We covered our uniforms with, 
thofe white frocks and red edgings in which foldi- 
ers generally, UKirch. ^ We got a guard of lix cho- 
fen men in uniform like our own. In a word, an 
officer whom I cannot here name, figned difcharges 
to us, exprefling, that we were volunteers of Finif- 
terre, returning to our hogies by the fhorteft road 
to Quimpei> We had at leaft an hundred miles 
of bad road to travel on foot ; and it would be pru- 
dent for us not to exceed three days on our jour- 
ney : I could not propofe to take my wife with me :* 
we would be but a ihort ^ime f^parate, however, 
as {he was to travel with a proper paflport by the 
high road, to wait for me at Qu^impdr. Even this* 
ftiort abfence, coft us many tears. 

Ye brave inhabitants of Finifterre *, we left you,' 
and feW' of you ever could fee any of us more. 

H- 2 Receive 

*' I am informed the commander of tbefe brave fellowf^ 
-i» one of thofe, who honoured the dungeons of the Conci-^ 
ergerie, formerly th^ receptacleg of guilt. A fortunate and 
iuconceivaWe deftiny preferved him alive to his friends, and 
to the republic, which- will never have a better citizen. 
After fourteen months fufFering, he at length enjoyed the 
efteem, which hisunfpotted life deferves. It was he, who 
preferved the National Convention on the loth of March: 
it was he whom we again found in our adverfity: with 
whatever modefty he attempt to conceal his name, hiftory 
will claim it ; hiilory will know it in happier days. Often 
has heexpofed his life in fighting for hberty : he has expo-, 
fed it to ferve his friends, the fi'icnds of the republic, and 
he appears infenfible of all. Happy, honourable party," 
that of genuine republicans, ftylcd federaljfts, fiticc fuchr 
lacu are reckoned among y<5U I 


( 88 ) - 

Receive at leaft here the affurance of regard whiclt 
will end only with our lives. It often happened 
that in departments where we expedted to meet with 
more energy, we regretted your's. . The time was 
at hand, when, obliged to wander without affift- 
ance, we no longer found men refolute to defend 
us ; too fortunate, if we could find aRy, that would 
receive us into their dwellings. 

Here I Ihould repair an eflcntial negledV. I for- 
got to fay, that this excellent battalion of Finifterre 
was not prefent at the affair of Vernon. Wimpfen, 
underftanding that it was near, and ki\owing well 
how it was conipofed, took care to wait for it only, 
three days, though he had fpent a whole, nionth 
elfe where without any reafon. He certainly calcu-- 
lated well : for I have no doubt, however great ta- 
lents his Mr de Puyfey difplayed in caufing.hiivifelF 
to be taken by furprife, the furprife would never 
have tak^n place had the meii of, Finifterre hetn^ 
there. 

We thus.fet off, apd now ia the time to mention^ 
who were in our company. We were in all nine- 
teen : Pethion, Barbaroux, -Salje^ Buzot, Cufly, 
Lefagc (of Eure and Loire), Bergoing (of Girondc), 
G'lrottftj Meillanty and myfelf-; Gifrj»-Z>///fY, and a, 
worthy young man, one Rkuffe^ who joined us at' 
Caeft \ our fix guides ^ and a fervant of. Buzot. . 
Lanjutnais was not among us, he had -only paffe<i 
through Caen to fee us» GuacUty who was always-- 
wandering from the battalion, not being at Dinan 
at the critical moment, was forced to follow by the 
high road to Quimper alone, which he did undif- 
covered. Valady ftaid behind with a friend, but. 
afterwards joined us, from a feries of favourable; 
circumftances, Lariwre remained a. long time on 

the. 
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the coaft of Falaife. Duchatel and Kervelegan had 
aheady gone for the neighbourhood of Quimper, 
to provide us lodgings* MoUe^yant had been gone 
fome days. Gorfas had departed with his daughter 
for Rennes, where he had fbme relations, and 
which he imprudently left, to brave his aiTailins in 
Paris* We alfo wanted the Spaniard^ Marchena^ 
a valuable friend of Briflbt. - 

We kept the high way* till wc came to Jugon: 
There we ftruck out of it; and, after travelling .a 
few miles^ we came about dulk to a farm, of which 
only- the kitchen and barn were open to us. In 
the one we found only a fmall hare for our fuppery 
fome brown bread, and bad cyder r in the other 
there was only ftraw for our beds. We ate hearti- 
ly, however; and flept better. The next day, at 
day-break, we proceeded.. 

* We had purpofely avoided LamhalU : and in the 
by-way, we had Jonly4:o -pafs a few finall villages; 
where nineteeafoldiers had nothing to fear; and 
fome towns -of little ftrength, which, with proper 
caution j we might eafily pafs. A miflake of our 
guides brought^us to the entrance' of the town of 
Moncontwrv . Before we obferved it, we were fo 
near,: that w6 could not pafs ir without- danger of 
incurring fufpicion,: and hearing the alarm bell 
founded.: We therefore entered it.» It "was a mar- 
ket-d^y : more than- fifteen hundred, country peo- 
ple, with many gendarmes, were aflembled in the 
market-place^ which we paiTed v^ith an appearance 
pf unconcern by.no meahd real. Rioufie, a bad 
walker,, was behind : a gendarme ftoppcd him/ 
read his difcharge,. and feemed difpofed to conduA 
-him to the municipality. He pointed td his com- 
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rade» before, and faid : ^< but how fhall T get vp^. 
atgain to them ?" The foldier kt him proceed. 

Juft as we were getting out of this dangproua 
town,, we met Kr B , who joined us with- 

cxpreffions of friendlhip, perhaps then a littlie un- 
fcafonable. Surprifed not to fee us at Rennes-, he 
kad gone thence to meet us. -At Lamballe he faw 
my fifter ; fo I called my wife in public, the reaioQ. 
may be eaiily guefled. She informed him the road/ 
we had taken : we were wrong, he faid, in this ; 
that of Rennes would have been {W'efcrable. He 
had befides many things to fay ; and defired. we 
would* wait for him at feme cottages, which he 
pointed out at z, diftance : he would there bring us 
ibme provilions, of which we flood in need ; having 
been on our march ever fince ^vt o'clock, and it. 
was now ten, without tafling any food, B' " ■ 
had been a member of the coiiftitueot aijembiyy, 
wher« he behaved well : in December 1 792> he - 
was president of that club of Mari'eillefe, whick^ 
would have preferved the Parifians, if the Parifian^. 
would have attended to it : laftly he came to Caea^. 
as an officer in one of the battalions of the depart** 
Bients : th^ every thing feemed united to kaid u&. 
to have confidence, in him. Unlvcckily he made- 
IIS lofe an hour in thefe cottages; he at length Game«, 
The little provifions he brought were ibon ufed. 
He now proceeded to tell us, that, fome of m bad; 
been recognized at Mcmcontour ; he had heard 
pcrfons whifpering, *< that's Buzot,"— " that's Pe^ 
thion." He again mentioned his fcheme of goingr 
to Rennes, which we reje£i:ed : he then faid, that 
we mufl be fatigued-; it was now the heat of the 
day ; we had already travelled ten or twelve milea^ 
and in the evening mij^t travel as many more, 

which 
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wWcE. "Would be enough ; he would carry us to a 
thick copfe, a mik or two ofF, where we fhould 
compofe ourfelves till four o'clock, and one of* his 
nephews fhould bring us refreihments ; the fame 
y;oung man fhould afterwards conduct us fix or 
feven miles farther, to the houfe\of one of his rela- 
tions, where he himfelf would wait for us, and 
prepare us good beds and fomething to refrefh us j 
and in this manner we fhould have the advantage 
of pafluig the night in fafety This confideration^ 
which was certainly weighty, prodbced almoft una- 
nimous affent : 1 fay almqfi^ as, for myfelf, I would 
rather have wlfhed to continue our journey forward 
with our condu£bors^ 

He left us. We remained lying fquat on the 
ground, in the copfe, around which fome boys at 
play long gave us difquiet. They retired at lengthy 
©n account of fome rain. The leaves of the young 
trees foon bent uncter its weight, and it fell heavily 
on us. Our difagreeable fkuation cannot eafily be^ 
defcrtbed. It was five o'clock before the young 
man gave the appointed fignal -,. and he had flill a 
quarter- of an hour's bufineis in the neighbouring 
village, /where he flaid near an hour and a half. 
Night was coming on, when we proceeded , on our 
march. 

• It was fbon darfe. We had walked a* long time^ 
and were not yet at the end of our journey. It was 
ten o'clock. • Our guides, confiding in our new 
leader^ had not noticed the road we took. At 
length they obferved, that he was to lead us 
through 'a- town dfconfiderable ftrength, the name 
of which I am forry I dp not i^ecotk^; We de« 
clared that w-ewot^ not enter it. Our guides told 
«S} that* tbere was- jowljket road. This we took» 
t: } . and 
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and pafled round the town at a confide rable diftance; 
we heard the found of drams. «< It is the retreat^\ 
faid^the nephew. " The retreat is never beaten .at 
this hour, in thfe^feafon," aniwered I. We liften^ 
cd ; they beat to arms. We all recollected it ^ ex* 
cept the young man, who aflured us it was the 
manner in ^ which they beat the retreat in thir 
neighbourhood. 

liVe got round the town, and at fome diftance • 
from it, we met B— — • He conducted us ta • 
his friend*s, where we thought we were to -have 
been expedbed. He was happy, but furprifed to ' 
fee us. B ■ had neglefted to tell him that 

we were coming : and this was not an excufe in-* 
vented by-himto fave expenfe, for the day follow- - 
inghe gave usafplendid breakfeft. For. ftfpper 
we were obliged to content ourfelves with an ome- - 
let, and a few tarts. As for the gopd -beds pro-^ 
xnifed us, there were only two. Thefe we were - 
obliged to unmake, and^ spreading five mattrefi!es : 
in a fort of hall on. the ground,, we madd the beft : 
fhift w€ could.. 

B ' ■, h^d locked us up in his room,* and did i 
not' come to iet us, at liberty till eight in the morn-^ - 
ing. He accufed*us of having made too much noife^i 
An adminijtrator of a neighbouring diJiriEi had Loilged 
in the chamber over uS; He was no friend to our - 
caufeV and, if he ihould have overheard us^ we 
would be purfued. We breakfafted : he refumed 
his fchemc of going to Rennes,- but in vain.. He 
then urged us ta remain an the country where we 
were : it was of the right temper, he faid. . For his 
own part, he would engage to find us more protec-* 
tion than we were perfbns. Buzot^ though ^rong^ 
and in the flower o£his age|.was abad walker.. Tho 
4 fatigue * 
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fatigue of the journey alarmed him. He feconJ^d 
B 's propofal ; and fome of the reft took part 
with him. Petition looked at me, fliaking his head. 
I warmly oppofed the defign: but two of our friends 
ftaid behind, notwithftanding all my entreaties. 
I know not what is become of one of them» 
JLefage * (of Eure afid Loire :) the other, Giroufiy 
was taken a few mbnths after, and is dead. When 
B ■ found all his propofals rejeift'id, he gave us 
his laft advice: << You arc about," faid he, " ta 
travel a country, where every party excites fufpicion: 
twenty foldiers, marching together, will be every 
where fufpgfted \ divide into parties of three and 
four, and repair ,to fome general rendezvous by dif* 
ferent roads." This advice we could not approve ; 
our fafety depended on our keeping together. We 
fet off in company therefore, and it will be feen> 
that we judged rightly. 

; No remarkable occurrence happened in the? 
courfe of the day, except that towards the clofe of 
the evening we found ourfelves in a little village, 
about two miles from th'e paltry town of Roternheim^ 
the chief place cJf the diftrift, which was in our 
way, and muft be Qiujined. It may be prefuraed,. 
that we were not more anxious to fleep at Rotcrn- 
heimt than of pa{En.g^ through it. The point was„ 
whether we fhould take advantage of the night, ta 
get paft this dangerous place \ which would be at- 
tended with the inconyenience of forcing us to take- 
up our lodging in fome huts two miles beyond it,, 
and confequently expoilng us to fufpicion. Foi^ 
how could it be fuppofed, that trayellers, at fuch 
an hour, would pafs a town, where they might find 

'' good 
* I have been told*, that he is alive, and I have even been 
aifured, that Giroudy whole death was mentioned to th€ 
convention by a ncLOuntaineer, is in fafety. 
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good accommodations, to put up with that of a* 
hedge-alehoufe ? To ftop on this fide the town was*- 
more natural ; for whieh the fatigue of fome of our* 
company would give a plaufible pretext. We halt- 
ed, therefore, at this village : and indeed, had we 
advanced the four miks fartheri it would have 
been the very fame thing: the danger which we 
knew not awaited us, would have been equally un- 
avoidable, and would have come to awaken us, 
wherever we had taken up our lodging. 

It reached .us at one in' the morning. A voice *^ 
exclaimed, *^'Opeii the door^ in the nafne of the laiv.^*^ 
We were in all fevcnteen, luckily, in a large barn,* , 
where there wsts no want of ftraw. Our only can- 
dle was extinguiihed. One of us quietly opened-, 
the door a little way^ and fhut it again inlmediate-^ 
ly. " The houfe is fur rounded y* faid he: A" threat- 
ening voice without repeated more loudlyj " Open- 
the door,, in the name of the law." Inftantly, to 
the profound- filence, which the firft alarm had oc— 
cafioned, fucceeded a fingle fhout, a fhout unani-- 
mous and terrible : To arms ! Wje groped about 
for them, and put on our clothes in the dark. It' 
could not be doncTcry ^xpeditioufly. Occafionally- 
•* in the name of the laiVy^ was heard, but in a tone 
lefs firm. *« We fhalT come out, as foon as we are^ 
prepared," was the anfwer. I was a confiderable- 
time fearching for my mulket, T remember, and 
called loudly for it : indeed, I acknowledge, that, 
like the reft, adapting myfelf to the character the- 
fit^tion required, I rx)ared as luftily as a cordelier. 
At length we opened the door. Before it, prefent- 
- ed himfelf a perfon in a three coloured ribband. A: 
little behind him was a pretty large body of nation- 
al guards. The place was lighted by torches^ 

*< *What". 


^« "What aibe you doing th^e ?" faid the admiiliftWfc* 
\tor of the diftridl, roughly. "Sleeping 5" replied 
JBarbaroux. " Why in a barn ?" « We would 
have preferred your bed ;" replied J. <« Who arc 
you, Mr Jefter ?" " A tired volunteer, like his 
companions, -who did not expe£l to be roufed fo 
early j'V faid Riouffe, with a ftnile; "but no 
.JUr as you guefs."— " You foldiers ! we ihall 
foon difcover that." One of our condu£lor$, 
whom wthad made our commander, becaufe he 
iiad been in fervice, and ferved well, cried with 
a voice more than gay, ** pertainly, you will fee." 
^^ Show me^your papers ;*' refumed the adminiftra- 
-tor. " In the market place, citizen, we will, if 
you defire it ;" faid Pethion. " Yes, yes," ex- 
claimed feveral ; " it is not in this barn that we 
ihall explain ourfelves." Our commander took the 
liint. *< By your leave:" faid he to our interroga- 
tor, whom he geiitly puflied back : then, going out, 
lie cried, "«Finifterrcs, advance." In a moment we 
.were out, draVn up in a line, and our muCkets were 
Shouldered at the word of command. The magiC- 
^trate looked furprifed. By the fequel we found 
<that he had expected to . find ten or a dozen fine 
]gentl«men in dreffing gownjs, and only five or fix - 
•men in arms. On this fuppofition, he had wifely 
taken fuch meafures, as would fecure him a fupe- 
Hority, in . cafe- of non-compliance. Not content 
with his fifty foot, he had alfo brought fome horfc 
'With him. A brigade * of gens-*d*arme paraded at 
-a few paces difkance. Notwithftanding the great 
inferiority of our number, men, who knew, that 
vxOiorj alone could faye them from the fcafFold, 
might, flatter themfelves with the hopes of routing 

^ tills 

, * A brigade of cavalry is a piirty of four, five, or 6x, 


this band> if reduced to that neceffity : but it wafr 
ftot fufficient, that we knew the firmnefs of our re- 
folutions ; it was proper, that our antagonids 
Should know it ajfo : and we fpared no pains that 
could convey to them this information. « They 
are arnicd from head to foot :" muttered fome rf 
the guard. In fad, befide <5ur muikets, we were 
all well provided with good . piftols. For my own 
part, I had a prefent of Lodoifka, for my defence 
againft the fatdlites of the duke of Orleans, and 
the exhibition of which at leaft had been more than 
once ufeful to me : this was' a fmall piece, that could 
difcharge twenty bullets at one fhot. <* Why have 
you fo many arms ?" afkcd at length one of the 
boldeft. 1 think it was Buzot replied, " becaufc 
we are not to be told, that there are fome fcoun* 
drels in this diftri<Sl, who delight iri annoying the 
Ibldiers of the departments ; and W'C are refolved 
that they who do not like them, (hall at leail learn 
to refpeft them." •< Thofe fellows never fleep, it 
feems :" faid I, ^fter furveying them from head to 
foot. *« But we will foon iend them to fleep : an*- 
fwered Barbaroux, whofe fize and llature gave him 
a more impofing mien. In our little troop there 
were feven fine grenadiers like him, and the^fhortT 
eft of us was at leaft five feet -eight as well as my* 
felf. 

1 am indeed very minute ; but I will not at* 
tempt to make an apology to thofe of my readers 
who may think me tedious ; and I am happy to 
think that there will a time come, and that too 
within a few years, when many will be pleafed with 
thefe details. It is poffible it may be rendered ve- 
ry interefting by the hidden things of futurity. 

Obft^rve 
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Obferve, that it was whilft the adminiftratot 
"^vent along our line, examining our diicharges, 
which we (howed him, that the converfation, of 
-which I have only t-ela ted part, took place. When 
-he had feen them, he remarked, very much out of 
-humour,:that they were all of the Tame hand«wri- 
*ting;' in anfwer to which, we told him, that had 
-each of -us forged our own, they doubtlefs -would 
*have been in different hand-writings, but that our 
-officer always employed the fame perfon for the 
-purpofe. 

« Well, .gentlemen," faid he, rather out of 
■countenance, ^« what do yon mean to do now ? For 
my part I would advife you to go to bed again."— 
-But his machinations were • too fhallow. We an^- 
fWered, that, iince we had been fet out of bed f© 
•early, we would avail oUrfelves of the milhap, and 
-fet forward on our journey. 

He ilepped afide with fome officers, and delibet- 
rated a moment, then he came up to us, and told 
•us, thjt it might be'fo if^we chofe, but it was ab- 
-folutely necdTary that we fhould go to the diflrifl; 
"where we were eocpe^ftcd. Upon this the march 
was regulated thus : 2 gens-d'armes to lead — 10 fu*- 
iileers for the advanced guard— we next— then 49 
•fuiil^ers, and 2 gens-d'armes in the rear. 
• When this threatening difpofition was made, our 
•commander called out : « Finifterres, order your 
«rms !"* — 'it was done in a moment — then—" Fix 
your bayonets !" — they were fixed that inflant.-*. 
A murmtiring was heard amongfl our antagonifts, 
but it was a favourable one for tts ; it did not pro- 
ceed from^Gour'age. The adminiftrator came up to 
us, and tremblingly aiked us, if we meant to make 
»ny reflilance to ■ ■ ■ ■ " <' Yes-— to opprefEon," 

I ' faid 
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faid Ciifly of Calvados, "certainly. Arewefrec^ 
or are we not ?" — " If we intended to treat you as 
prifoners, we would deprive you of your weapons." 
— ** And that you caiihot do, till you have depri- 
ved us of our lives," replied Pethion. — « You dif- 
arm us ! you are many to be fure, but not quite e- 
nough for that," exclaimed our fix brave gUardsi 
who had all fought in Vendee. — « But, citizen^, 
will not you come along with us to Roternheim." 
— '< We will accompany you, for that is the road 
we are going, but we ihall be on our guard." ■ 
« Do you fuppoffe we have any hoftile intentions ?" 
— " You difplay hoAile difpofitions, and how are 
we to know who you are ?" — " You-fhall know i«s 
when we get to Roternhcim."—" Very well, let 
us get on." 

We fung the beautiful. Marfeillefe hymn on our 
way, which was fuitable to our fituation. But al* 

' though our tongues were very bufy as we. went a*» 
long, our thoughts went not with them, for they 
were eHewhcre. They were mufing how we were 
to be received, and how to aft when we got to Ro- 
ternheim, and it was fomewhat remarkable that 
the minds of every one of us were employed in that 

.manner, at the very fame time. Did they intend 
to arreft us, then would we demand leave to fpeak 

- to the people, in which cafe we would moft proba-* 
bly triumph. Were we denied that liberty, wc 
would have xecourfe to our arms, ajad fight jo the 

, laft drop of blood in our veins. 

Some of the moft inquifitive, who were doubt- 
Icfs fent from ^their ranks on purpofe to difturb ouf 
fong and our refleftions, queftioned us very infi^ 
dioufly. One of them afked me, if I -had fecn 

^Charlotte Cord ay at, Caen-*-<* Our battalion had 

not 
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not arrived there at the time of the murJer." — '« It 
was the deed of an aflaffin," replied he. — " Corday 
was a Brutus, but Marat no Csefar." — So anfwercd 
I, and as my qufiftioner, rather difpleafed, was 
proceeding, I began to vociferate fo loudly and in- 
Cf flantly a danfons la ' carmagnole^ that I eiFeftually 
ftopped his mouth j and what made me more an- 
xious was, leit he fliould ftep up to fome of my 
colleagues^ who might give him an^anfw^er not con- 
ilftent with the! one I had; given him. 

We were however recognized by fome friends 
we found among them, and I was unexpectedly fa- 
luted with a hearty clap on the flioulder, and a 
" bravo! bravo! wc are brothers; they perfuaded us 
you were r^fradkory priefis.^'— " It is very probable, 
that thofe who faid fo did not think fo." — " I fan- 
cy not."— Pethion^was likcwife cordially fqueezed 
b^ the hand by another one, telling him, at the 
fame time, not to waver, for we would certainly 
find friends. 

At length the redoubted t6wn came in view. 
We entered, and found all afleep, but fome few 
Houfes where there was light. Our enemies found 
no reinforcement •, there appeared to have been fent 
againd us all the national guards in the place ; they 
were drawn up femi- circularly, and a little to the 
right of them again was the brigade of gens-d'ar- 
mes. They defired us to walk up. to the firft floor 
of a honre which they pointed out to us, and where 
ail the adminiftrators were aflembled, who exami- 
ned our difcharges more civilly \ then retired to 
a corner of the room. , After deliberating a little^ 
tlie prefidcnt came up to us, ahd told us they were 
going to appoint us quarters. We formally repeat, 
^ to thera^ur intention of continuing our march- 

I 2 that 
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that we might reach home that day; — "That i^- 
full thirty, miles from hence." — " But it is yet on- 
ly three o'clock in the morning," — and we were 
determined-. I'his occafipned a fecond and longer ^ 
deliberation ; an officer was called, wiio went out . 
and came in feveral times, arid at laft afkcd us to take . 
a.glafs of cyder, accofting us with the title of " My 
Lacfs, and Citizens," — and we accepted their offer, ^ 
left they ihould accufe us of affeftation. We were- 
therefore led down ftairs to a large hall on the ground, 
floor, where we waited a quarter* of an hour, but 
faw no cyder. " What are we doing here," faki- 
I» ** let us begone," and immediately. I began to - 
fing as loud as 1 could bawl-^-but we all kept our- 
jyrms in our hands. Some inquifitive people ha«. 
v.ing come in among us, I went up to one of them,^ 
and aiked if it was true, that they were told, 
we were priefts. ** O much worfe than that,^' an-, 
fwered he, fhakinghis head myfterioufly, " famousr 
traitors to your country, comrade." 1 could not 
refrain from laughing at this, and continued my 
danfons la carmagnole, 

<< Are we to lofe an hour for a. glafs of cyder,*' 
cried I at hft, " come let us be ftcpping." We 
were juft i'etting ofif when the cyder was brought, 
in* Whilft wc were drinking, an adminiftrator, 
for what reafon I muft leave the reader to -guefs,. 
perhaps to watch us, came in :-i-" Citizens, youj 
fhall fee that we had room for fulpicion with re-, 
gard to you : we have received this, denunciation." 
1 hen folding down the top and bottom, that we 
might not fee the date or name, he read from the 
middle part of a letter : « Pethion, Barbaroux, 
Buzot, Louvet, Salle, Meillant, and feveral others, 
of their cpmpanioQs, with five men.a^ an:efcort,. 
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^ill J)afs and probably ftop in the environs* ofyour 
town.'' The magi^lrate ceafed to read, but the mod 
of us ceafed not to fing, nor did we feem to liften 
to a iingle word, ahhough not one efcaped us^ 
From the reading of this letter, we had not the 
leaft doubt but thejr were going to arrefl us ^ but 
thefe apprehenfions remained but for the moment^ 
for after having drank off our glafTes and taken 
our leave, (as not the leafl hint was dropped to 
Qppofe us) we advanced to the door in a body> with 
pur bayonets charged, ^nU to our great aitoniOi* 
xnent faw not a dngle perfon in the fquare, where 
vf€ expe<Si:ed to be attacked, the real on of which 
we have fince learnt was, whenever we entered the 
houfe, all the indifferent or well -difpofcd went 
home, fo that the Maratills finding ti^ey were re« 
duced to about thirty men, and remembering that 
there were fevent^ech refolutc fellows of us, chofe 
likewife to withdraw, as they could not butcher 
us, but would be obliged to fight vigoroufly.. This 
li^as the caofe of the long deliberations among the 
adihitiifirating gentlemen ; of the goings and co- 
mings of the officer; of the infidious oiler of qu^- 
l€*s, by which they ]ioped to I'eparate and diiarm 
us, and laftly of the cyder with a view to gain 
time. However, we got clear off' thanking our di- 
vine prote<Stor with joyful hearts ; but- W4? had yet - 
fome perils to encounter. - 

We had a laborious morning of it, and it grew 
lb hot by eight o'clock, that at leaft half of us were 
almoA tired out, on whofe account we were obli- 
ged to proceed llowly, although on a barren heath, . 
where for upwards of twenty miles we could find 
nothing but rivulets to quench pur thirlt. Every 
ftefi.coft Cufly a groan, who had been attacked • 
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with a violent fit of the gout ; Buzot's legs were- 
hnrdly able to fupport him, even after he was ftript* 
of his accoutrements: Barbaroux not lefs- ponde-- 
reus, as corpulent as a man of farty, at eight and- 
twenty — was more courageous, but he was render- 
ed fo lame by a fprain, that it was with difficulty- 
he could drag himfclf along, now leaning on me, 
then hanging in the arm of the equally indefati-- 
gable Pethion or Salle ; and RioiifFe having been^ 
obliged to puU of his boots which pinched him in— 
fufferably, they were fo tight, was obliged to walk' 
barefoot, almoft on tiptoe, hisheelfrbeingraw. Thus * 
though we had begun our journ€y at one in the- 
morningj we had^hardly made ten miles, when our^ 
good fortune fo ordered it-, tliat a little before noon, 
we came to a hamletj where in afort'of inn, we en-» 
joyed a fort of dinner^ and an-, hours- reft. Some* 
information gathered from our hoft, made us hafte* 
to be gone, in fpite of all our lame companions in— 
treaties^. This man in the greateft-aftonilhment,t. 
eyed us very- narrowly, whilft we devoured his ba- 
con omelet^ accompanied with patriotic fongs we- 
were- loudly vociferating* Iwasfo taken with his*, 
manner, that I alked him to take a glafs of our' 
cyder, which he at firft refufed, but having taken^ 
One, it tempted him to take a fecond, which led on* 
to a third', and fo on— till at laft he exclaimed- 
«< faith, citizens, I am delighted, I think you are» 
good patriots."^— "-Afluredly we ^re."—** Yet what . 
enemies people have ! from, the defcription given? 
nje I have no doubt hut jou -are the perfons pur-» 
fued — .two brigades of gens d*armes wait for you ia- 
CarhaJMy and you are under: the. ncccfiity of paffing^ 
through, that -place/' ' 


We fet out : fpeed was necefiary ; but tKe 12rg-i 
gers fell more behind than ever, particularly* 
Riouffe, whofe feet were qiwte tender, ^and was ob- 
liged to reft every ten fteps* We were thus near* 
ten hours by the dock in walking as many miles.^ 
By night we found ourfelves at a little diftance 
from Carhaix* After fonie attemgts^ our guides> 
declared it impoffible to advance, becaufe there 
was not light to diftinguifli the only narrow path^ 
by which it waspoflible to furround the town, and 
if they loft the road ever fo little, we fhould un- 
doubtedly, get into the marOiesand tumble in the 
mud till daylight •, adding, what was very didref* 
iing, that even ^ by- day we muft go fo near Car-^ 
baix, as- to be eafily difcovered ; aad tiiey knew of 
no other road : but if we took the high road, we^ 
fliould have only one little ftrcet of the town to go 
through; "Very well, my friend," replied 1 4 
•* you hear the clock ftrikes ^eni every one in the 
t town is afkepr very likely the gens d'armes them^ 
felves, who know very well, that one good fleep 
» better than? ten mufquet-fhots^ Let u« make readyx 
our firelocks, advance iri a body, march quietly, 
and- pais tferougb the ftreet^ without noife. Som6 
(exclaimed againft this^ many of our invalids/ 
ftretched out on the^ ground, would- rather fleep 
than take part in the debate^ " If we muft die," 
fald Cufly, " I had rather- do fo here than ten 
miles further on."* But^Barbarejux with a fpirit al- 
ways fu^erior to bodily fatigue, fupported my opi- 
nion. " If the g6is d'armesare ftill on the watcfr 
fer us," faid he, " Wje fhall have got through the 
ftreet before they can be on horfeback. Will they 
dare to purfue us at midnight? From behind every 
faulh^w^ can pelt them with our mufquct;^, without 

their. 


ikeir being' able ta difcover, whence tfie bliUet^ 
-come. There are but ten to night, at day break 
there may: be twenty: if they ring the alarm-bell 
at this time of niglit, few will meet, and we fhall 
have proceeded a confiderable way, before all the 
troop can be coUefted: on the other hand, by day, - 
the numbers will be againft us* At all events, we 
•muft keep, the field for this night j let tis make the ' 
beft ufe of it : and turn it to our fafety. Come, 
my friends," faid he to our lame, " I feel for youj 
1 am not infenfible of your pains, for I partake ia ^ 
them> pluck up your courage; make one exertion 
more ; let us march to-night on our knees, if we 
cannot ftand on our feet ; by break of day we may 
reach Quimper i. if th^ gens d'armes attack us at 
prefent, they cannot fee us; and we fhall heat • 
them, while by horfes we will be affifted to finifh 
pur travels." 
, By this fpeech we were all invigorated with frefh 
ftrength ; no body felt his fores : we rofe, embra- - 
ced, grew -merry, and proceeded. 

Having got through three-fourths of the ftreet 
in deep filence, charmed with the ftiilnefs that pre** 
Tailed around us, a little girl, who lay hid in a ^ 
dark nook ftarted out on a fudden, opened the* 
door of a houfe where we faw a light, and faid, fo 
loud that we heard: her diftindlly, ** thfy are pajftng 
/|^." Finding we were difcovered, we doubled our 
pace; and turned round to the left- hand into a - 
hollow way, fo pitchy dark, that it was impoffible 
to diftinguifh any thing. One faid,. "I hear hor- 
fes." It murt oe acknowledged that, at that mo- 
ment, the moft courageous among us was not very 
quiet. ' The prefling danger gave agility to the 
jnofl; iatigued. We foon got to the end of our 


thoTt path, and in lefs than an hour we had adVatt«*% 
ced two miles in another, fo fmooth, and plealant, 
that it had more the feeling of a walk in a park, 
than a high-road. On the one hand we faw- 
hedges, behind which we might fafely defy all the* 
gens d'armes in the department. Were we really 
purfued ? We flopped, liftened, and heard no- 
thing : but on calling a mufter, two of our party* 
were mifling : they were our chief guides j at the- 
entrance of the town, they were marching at our 
head : perhaps they had flopped for fome prefCng 
occafion. We lay down on the grafs, and waited.- 
an hour for them. Salle, if I recoUeft right, tlien* 
fancied, that, being a little a head, they had per-. 
haps taken a different road in the hollow way, with-, 
out our obferving it from, the dapknefs, and thati 
we were wandering out of our road. A thoufand^ 
conjeftures were formed : the remaining guidcSi 
were ftrangers to this part of the road : we muft 
attempt to regain that taken by the others : for this 
it did not feem neceflary, abfolutely to meafure 
back our fteps, we might flrike acrofs the fields, 
towards the right. Thus our refolution waa form- 
ed : we fought <!>ver feme troublefome ground;, 
here there was a ditch to leap, there a hedge ta 
^et over, or meadows to- crofs : at one time we 
were entangled in a marlh : getting out of this we 
fell into a deeper flough ; once we were up to out 
knees, and I, by one falfe flcp, was nearly over 
head and cars. To extricate ourfelves, we wero 
obliged to leap frefli ditches, and foicc t'^rough 
buXhes, which fcratcbed us-miferably. At It^iigthj 
after two hours indefcribable labour, wosn out, 
bruifed, and crippled, we found ourfelves in a 
jglain gath. Jud^e our vi:ii^ajti4>A>,whcn we.difcover? 
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cd, that we had taken a turn, by which we wer6" 
again in the very road we had quitted j . with this • 
additional mifhap, that we were much nearer the 
town, than when we fet off. The diftreffing hol- 
low way was not more than two gun-fhots from us.- 

What were we to do ? again return to the hoi-' 
low way? mufl we enter Carhaix again, and paft 
through it in a different direction ? was not this 
^nery road, whkh we had left the right one ? If 
was ncceffary to find this out in the firft place. • 
Bergoing, with another brave companion, I forget 
who* offered to endeavour to dii'cover this. Thev 
returned in a quarter of an hour. They had been-, 
into the town, and could difcover no road leading 
out of the hollow way, but that we had taken; one 
narrow path excepted, which could not be fuppo- 
fed to lead to Quimper. The road we were then 
in was probably the right one. We fet out there- 
fore, heartlefs and dull : one and all of us were 
snore or Icfs fatigued, and knew not to what placa 
the great road might condudl: us. 

When we had walked on half an hour, or Far- 
ther attempted to walk, we were forced to reft. 
Down was never fo foft to us, as the grafs on 
which we lay down : nt)r was' an hour ever more 
wfefully employed in lleep. Thofe. of ns moft ex- 
haufted got fome renewal of ftrength. We walk- 
fed another hour in tolerable fpirits ; but when day 
light appeared, we made, two uncomfortable dif-^ 
coveries. 

One was, that we had left one of our guides- 
afleep, behind, without our noticing it, when we 
laft halted •,. and theleaft fatigued among us could 
not return to feek him ; nor could the moft clear- 
iighted among us have known agaiii the: place where 

we 
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fprc rafted. Only one now was left of our fix guides^ 
for I had neglected to mention, that, on leaving Ro- 
ternheim, we had judged it prudent to fend two of 
them on before, to inform Kervelegan, that wc 
depended on being in the eavirons of Quimpcr, 
fome time th^ next day, and that he (hould fend 
fome body to meet us. Two more, it will be re- 

.membercd, had laft night difappeared. Thefe, we 
afterwards found, exhaufled with fatigue, had 
turned into tlie little path at Carhalx, which Ber- 
going obferved without fpeaking to us, fuppofing, 
that we ihould not agree to it ; and had lain down 
on the grafs about a miljC from the town, and flept 
all night. They had thence got to Quimper through 
by-ways, which they knew. Two of our compa- 
nions having left us, as the reader will remember, 
to remain with B , our little company was now 

. reduced to twelve in number. 

The other unple^ifant difcovery was, that thofe 

. moft worn out among Us found but a very tempo- 
rary renovation of vigour from fleep. Sometimes 
one funk down,* and refufed to rife; and then, 
another. Lofiiig time might be an irreparable lois 

.. ^t prefent. 

The fun gradually rofe, and we proceeded on 
our unknown road; while an enemy, fully as 
troublefome as fatigue, purfued us ; hunger. Wc 

^ Toon obfervfd a houfe, and fome little huts: but 

no fooner were we noticed, at whatever diftance ; 

than the doors and-<windows were ihut on us. The 

poor people liad not even refolution to anfwer our 

^ queflioBs, through the key holes : we were fuppofed 

.to be real Jacobins. 

We at length met a traveller, who told us, that 
we wexe really on the. road to Quimper, and not 

more 
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itiCre than four miles diftance from if. Tfhism5ic[e 
us very happy, though we were foon ^s unhappy as 
ever. We could not attempt to enter Quimper by 
day : we could not even advance nearer, without im- 
prudence : and it would be equally wrong to flop in 
the public road, expofed to the notice of every tra- 
veller ; yet, if we were to leave it, how could Kerve- 
iegan or his fervant find us? The two guides we had - 
fent from Roternheim were to mention to him a 
■place of rendezvous in a ittired part of the wood 
through which we were now paffing : but this place 
only the two guides knew, and they had left us in 
the night, and we confequently could not avail 
ourfelves of it. Our only plan was to difpatch our 
remaining guide to Quimper, and to hide ourfelves 
in a recefs of the wood, till he fhould return with 
fomc friend to condti6t us. This was a defperate 
ftep, advifeable as it appeared. He could not re* 
turn before noon : it was next to an impdfEbility, 
that twelve armed men could remain To long in tht 
wood, expofed to a heavy rain, unnoticed by fome 
of the neighbouring peafants ; and at any rate we 
could not pafs ourfelves for inhabitants of Quim- 
per, as there was none amongft us, who under^ 
flood the low Breton language, in which^we (hould 
be addrefled. We had however no alternative : ouir 
guide concealed us in thebeft manner he could among 
the bufhes, and under fome huge trees, and fet out. 
It was now near eight o'clock, and about thirty- 
one hours, lince our half-night's reft and furprifc 
at Roternheim, during which we had gone from 
fnare to fnare, from one misfortune to another. 
We were finking under fatigue, hunger, and want 
of reft : yet, what could we cat, grafs ? where 
could we, fleep ? how could wc flcep ? We were in 
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S rfver ; fof the ftoirn was fo heavy, that it poured 
down* through the trees upon us in torrents; and 
in this fltuation we were tp remain for at leaft four 
hours. It did not appear pofllbie that the ftoutcft 
of us could fupport it. 

This I confefs was now the hour of defponden- 
cy. Riouflfe and Girey-Dapre, whofe unwearied 
gaiety had before never failed, now gave us nothing 
but faint fmiles. The warm Cofly charged nature j 
Salle vented his ill blood againft her ; Buzot was 
quite heartlefs; even, the great foul of Babaroux felt 
deprcffed : for my own part, my la ft refource wa^ 
in my pocket piftol, buf then the torture of parting 
from I^odoilka ! Ye gods ! — *-Pethion only, and 
through the whole of this journey it was th^j 
iame,. Pethion, immoveable, faced every want, pre* 
fefved a calm and undifturbed face aqaidft new 
dangers, and imiled at the violence of the adverf^ 
heavens. Adverf * ! What faid I ? What ingrati- 
tude! the help of providence alone could fave ugi 
in fuch diftrefs, and in a few minutes more we got 
this help. > 

Our guide had not proceeded far, before he was 
met by a man on honeb ck, who looked at him, 
attentively as he palfed, turned round to look at 
him, and then rode back to enquire, if he was not 
^ federate of Fiiiifterre. Our guide> with hefitation, 
iaid yes. Other queftions were then put with ftu- 
died obfcurity ; and anfwers were ventured with 
cautious refiirve.. They made advances, drew back, 
mutually obferved and founded each. At length, 
they had confidence in one another, and came to 
an explanation. 1'lie llranger was a friend to us, 
and- a friend of Kervelegan. The two meiT-ngers 
from Rot€rnhcijn had not yet arrived. I know not 
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by tv^hat impulfe this man had mounted Tiis horfe 
early in the morning, and taken a ride on this road 
to fee whether he could not meet with fome body, 
who had heard of us. But a moment later, and our 
guide would have milTed him, for he was looking 
for fhelter from the violence of the florm, which 
had fnr^rifed him. 

The moment this preferving angel reached us, I 
recollected no longer, that I needed reft, food, or 
fhelter from the rain which deluged us : I only 
thought of inquiring affer Lodoilka. She had got ^ 
to Ouimper, but with confiderable danger. After 

meeting B (he had proceeded on her journey. 

When fhe reached St Brieux, flie found a denun^ 
ciation had got there before her. A gen-d'arme yj 
arretted her^ Ihe extricated herfelf from the hands i 
of the municipality merely \iy the addrefs and ftea- j 
dinefs of her anfwers. O my Locfoifka ! thy cou- 
rage and good fenfe then delivered me from the 
moft important danger I had ever been in. If you 
had fallen into the power of our perfecutors, of ! 
what avail would it have been, to have efcaped the 
fnares, with which I was on every fide furrounded I j 

We were condu£l«d by eur new guide at firft to 
the houfe of a peafant, where our appearance ne- 
ver would have procured us the little brown bread, 
and fmall glafs of brandy, which were given us. 
The richeft cake and fineft cordials never tafted fo 
delicious to us. We were then condu(n:ed as quiet- \ 
ly as poffibleto the houfe of a conftitutional clergy- , 
man, to whom we were introduced as foldiers re- 
turned from .purfuing fome refradlory perfons. 
The worthy man dri(^d us, warmed us, fed us, arfd 
lodged us till the evening. At night we adjourn- 
..^d to a little wood, where fome other friends wait- 
ed ' 
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ed for ITS. They-brought horfes with them for the 
lame- After two hours travelling, we were forced 
to feparate : it was a painful parting, without doubt^; 
for the common dangers we had run, had united 
us in the bonds of the luoft facred friendlhip. I 
embraced Salle, Cufly, and Girey-Dupre. Alas! 
it was decreed, that thefe two I Ihould never fee 
more. All fiV€* went to Kervelegan's. They were 
anxious that I fliould go with them, but Quimpcr 
held a pledge too valuiible ^or me to go eifc where. 
Buzot was conduifted to the houfe of an honeft 
nian, about , two gun-(hots from the town. Pethi*- 
on went to a neighbouring country-feat where Gua*» 
det waited him.- Riouffe, Barbaronx, and myfclf, 
went to the houfe of an excellent citizen, of whof« 
kindnefs I ihall never lofe the recolledtion. 

I next day had a vifit from my dear Lodoiika. 
She had been fo impfudeht as to lodge at a public 
inn, inftead of (lopping at the houfe of an old ac- 
quaintance flie had in the town, where fhe would 
have been lefs obferved. Bv this circumftance our 
anxiety to purfucjour firit plan was increafed, 
which was to hire a country houfe in the neigh- 
l»urhood of Quimper, where I could conceal my- 
fclf, and remain together, till we got an opportu- 
nity to embark* 

We had no immediate view of fuch an opportu- 
nity. In the little river which runs by Quimper, 
and there iails into the fea, was^ fmall decked oil 
veilel, laid up on account of its age. Duchatel, 
who vjfited us with Bois-Guvon, faid, that he bad 
caufed this vcffel be infpe61ed, and it was found, 
that ten or twelve thoufand livres (^40 or ^^ 50.) 
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* Thee fcems to be here an omiiTion in the original, 
as only three are mentioned : the London Tranflator Aip- 
poles, that Bergoiiig and Mtillant were the other two. 
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laid out in repairing, would make it as good 
as new. The difficulty was, to procure men, 
by which means the buiinefs muft go on ve». 
ry flowly. As fbou as the vcflcl was finiflied, we 
could all embark, and three days fair wind wx>uld 
bring us to Bourdeaux. I enquired what lieps had 
been t^en, or: were to be ufcd, that the cljicers, 
who were appointed to examine the pafsports of all 
"Who went up or down the river, might allow us to. 
proceed; and what reafonable hope we could en- 
tertain of efcaprng the Enj^liih crnifers, with which 
the lea fwarmed. Duchatel anfwcrcd in a general . 
way, all that was very eafy : however he mentioned 
no particular means. He was truly a young man 

> of courage : but his levity and imprudence were 
Carried to the extreme of ruflmefs. Ai this very 
period, for indance, he had lodgings at an inn, and 
under his own name ; walked all about the town, 
and made no fecret that he was a profcribed depu- 

^ ty ; openly fitted out the vefFel ; and we confidercdc 
curfelvcs v^ry happy, that he agreed not to men-^ 
tion it was for others bcfiile himfelf. Yet by how 
many valuable qualiifi cations was this fault compen- _ 
fated. What true courage did he not diicovcr iiv 
trying fituations ! 

As they had nothing to accufe him of, to effect 
•his ruin, the faction had recourfe to their general, 
praftjce of charging others with their cwn crimes. 
They accufed him of correfponding with the Ven- 
deans, and having carried arms for them ; whiHl,. 
on the other hand, he had fought the whole day 
againft the royalifts before Nantes in the battle of 
the 2oth of May, and had done as much for the 
▼i£Vory on that occalion as Beyibr. Yet this brave 
republican is no more : he died on the fcatTold, 
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flandered with the falfe charge of TOyallfm ! NoW| 
however, the real inftigators of the war in Vendee 
are known; moft of them have paid for their treafon 
with their beads : the death of Duchatel is amply 
revenged. 

Lodoiilca, had juft difcovered a neat little houfc 
in the country, with a pretty large garden. There 
fhe looked for me. I flew thither : I left thee, my 
ilear Barbaroux, but thou wilt excufe me: you 
know the love I had for her, and how richly (he 
^was entitled to it. I alfo have feen thee intoxica- 
ted among the varied pleafures, with which a thou- 
fand enchanting dames, att^racled by thy handfome 
^gure : but thy inconftancy fbon tiring of them, I 
have feen thee ^ hundred times envy the pleafures 
of that real love, at the fame time paflic^nate and 
tender, refpe<^ful and fortunate, conftant yet ever 
new, which Lodoifka infpired me, and was repaid 
by me, 

Firft, lea ft we ftipuU be attacked,- fKe- planned 
a-retreat for me, inacceffible to affallins.> This pre- 
caution taken, we therefore gave full fway to the 
happinefs of our pre Cent lituation : . we refumed 
that fimple and retired kind of life, which h^d fo 
many: charms in our minds,- and which we had 
found fo hard to relinquifh. Few viiitors came to 
difturb our delightful retreat: and always in the 
evening. All the day we enjoyed the happinefs of 
being together : ah, why were there no more than 
twenty-four hours in it ! How rapturous thofe days, 
which had been preceded by To many ftorms, and 
which fo many, more were yet to follow ! O Penars ! 
ever prefent to my remembrance, mayeft thou be- 
come dear to all true lovers 1 in thee all the de- 
lights of Evry were reftored ! . 
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i was lb delighted with Penars, that I would n6t 
?ca\e it to embark in the vefTd. Befides, I looked 
for the lefs dangerous enribarkation Pethion and 
X Guadet were preparing at Breft. The vtflel fet 
foil with nine piflengers. Thcfe were Cufly, l)u«* 
chatel, Bois-Guyony Giry-Dupre, iSaiic, Meillant, 
Bergoing, a Spaniard by name Marchena, a wor- 
thy and unhappy friend of BriSbt, and Riouffe,. 
who. were much difappointed, we were not in theie 
company. The two lail had come to fight, for li- 
berty with us at Caen, and they had fince deter* 
^ined to fliare in all our dangers with us. 

Juft as they fet fail, and not fooner, Guadetj, 
Buzot, and Pethion, informed us, that they would 
proceed to Bourdeaux as fpeedily as poflible by ano-- 
ther cbnveyance. 1 had long mentioned that I 
would fhare in their fates ; and Barbaroux, very- 
luckily for himfelf, had juft been feisied with the 
fmall-pox. I fay luckily, for all, who embarked 
in that unfortunate veflel, were very foon taken. 

It is now a proper time to mention, that B.- «.. 
had come, as I thought he would, to Quimper in 
fcarch of us. He had no difficulty in difcovering, 
Duchatcl : but Duchatel, determined not to truft. 
our fccret again to any perfon, told him that we 
were in the neighbourhood of rOrient. 

Fortunately the commiffioners of the mountain-- 
durft. not yet come near Finifterre, where the pub- 
lic voice was too much againli them. They fenfr 
cmiflaries before them, who were diredled to pre- 
pare the Jacobins by means of affignats. A Mara* 
tift party began to lift its head in Quimper's club. 
There it was moved, to pay domiciliary vifits to- 
the houfcs near the town, where, report faid, fomc 
traitors to their country lay hid. 1 he felicity I en- 
joyed: 
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J'oyed tn Penars was too great to la ft : T had fcarre* 
^y begun to enjoy it, when I ^^as forced to leave it. 
1 went to a private houle fome miks diitant,. 
where fome excellent pe;)ple received me in as a 
boarder. Torn from my friends, and from my 
Lodoifka, I felt a mortal languor. It was there I 
wrote my Hymn to Death, '* Propofing to fing it 
as I went to the fcaffold, if I fell into the hands df 
iny foear. 

I had been above a fortnight in this retreat, where 
my time feemed very irkfome^ when a national: 
guard came inquiring for me. Though a ftrangcr, 
he had done me the raoft important fervice. When 
my Lodoiika was denounced to the club by a man, 
who faid, in exprefs words, that, as the wife o£ 
Guadet had been arretted, the fifter of Louv^t 
might juftly be treated in the fame way, he had 
privately given her notice of it, and had her remo- 
ved to his own houfe. He came at prefent to invite 
me to (hare in her retreat. — Conceive my tranfport. 
As I waited for night, the benevolent envoy of 
Lodoiika took Tome reft. He required it : for I 
ffapuld have rccieved the evening before a letter 
from my wife, which did not come to my hands ti, 
that very- morning, in which a place of meeting w 
_ pointed out, where he waited for me till day brea 
during a very tempettuous night. Uneafy at not 
iceingme, he had walked a number of miles to bring 
me another letter from my wife, and to offer me 
at his own houfe all I ftood in need of. Such zeal 
feemed to me aftoniihing from a man, who only 
knew me by report : but he Was one of the moft 
generous of men, nay of the mod remarkable men 
tiii& world can boaft. There was nothing a trouble 

to 

f See a copy oitbig Hymn at the cad of the volume. 
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to him, when he thought he couW afllft tholfe 
whom he judged deferving of his efteem. 

We were both concealed by him, in an apart- 
ment under that of a gcn-d'armes," who received 
vilits from his comra4es at all hours of the day^ 
and they frequently knocked at our door, mifta- 
king it for his. Our friend would undertake every 
dangerous commiflion that offered itfelf. An infa*- 
mous rafcal, a worthy emiffary of the executive 
power, had jull come to the place with fecret or- 
ders : nothing would fatisfy him, but with him he 
muft drink, that he might pump Mm as to his in- 
tentions. He offered to put up a third bed in our 
little apartment, when he heard that Barbaroux 
wanted 'an afylum. Domiciliary vifitations were 
ordered, yet he would not permit us to leav« his 
houfe, and he himfelf made usj with the moil 
unparallelled fkili and readinefs, a wooden box, 
where we might be fhut up, and they could not 
notice us. At the time when the fearches were 
made my wife and I were inclofed in. the niche, 
while our friend, with the utmofl compofure, re- 
mained in the room all day, determined, if we 
fhould be difcovered, to tight with the inquifitors 
p the laft drop, of his blood. The expedled fliip^ 
ing was fo long put off. that he would go at all 
events, to haften the departure. As it was very 
probable we fhould need paffports, if he could not 
get any for us, he would forge fome. Whilft we 
expefted the embarkation, and. as it might ftill be 
fome time till it took place, my wife talked of. go- 
ing to Paris, the only way. by- which what remain- 
ed of our fortune could be faved ; and he muft 
needs efcort her thither and back again, leff^ his 
afiiftance ihould be wanted. I was uneafy about 
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Pethion, Guadet^ and Buzot — he had long had .a 
defire to fee theni — and if I could repole io much 
confidence in him, as to tell him the place where 
they were fecreted, he would take any melTage from 
me : at any rate, he was determined . that nothing 
ftould hinder him from feeing us to the fea fide, 
on the day of our departure, with all the neceflary 
horfes, arms, and proviiio.ns. 

In fhojpt, our friend was every thing to us ; a 
nimble failor, a good foldier, an able phyfician, an 
ingenious carpenter, a Ikilful lockfmitli, a gr^t 
walker, and a complete maftcr of the fmalUfword ; 
while, at the fame time,^ he could have a<i^ed well 
in the compting-houfe, or the cabinet, a manufac- 
tory, or a public office, in ihott, any place that 
required refponfibility,^ or talents. But what gave 
me fo high an opinion of him, was the taite he dii- 
covcred for the fine arts, which are only cultivated 
by virtuous and peaceable minds, , our friend was a 
drawer, a painter, an ak:hiteA, and a botanift» 
Then how- amiable and folid were his domeftic 
qualities. Though liberal, he was an oeconomift, 
laborious, and diiinterefled in the higheft degree, 
an attentive and mild mailer, a kind father, a 
an affeftionate hufband ! O how I thought my 
honoured by his friendfhip, efpecially when 1 fa 
him in the midft of his family ! 

In this houfe we learm the news of the furrend- 
cr of Toulon to the Engliih. But wEo iurrendered 
it ? The multitude itl its ignorance, faid tht federa-' 
lifls^ Thofe who knew betttr, thought it more 
natural,, that the inhabitants themfelves had given 
up the town, and that having been obligeU to 
chufe,' they had cliofen rather to fubje^t themfelves. 
tQ a foreign yoke, than to the rulers of the conven- 
tion* 
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tion. But thofe who knew ftill better than any of 
thefe had no doubt but it was the mountain. Re- 
collect Wimpfen's manoeuvres to fhut us up ir> 
Caen, to eflablifli iheie. The weft country ftat of 
hifurreClion, and drive us to meafures, which would 
point us out as friends to Royalty and the Eng- 
lifh, thus to furniOi the mountain with the niean* 
of making us and our caufe unpopular, thus with«» 
drawing from us the truly republican departments, 
s^nd by laying its own crimes on pur heads, bring, 
us with fome appearance of juftice to the fcafFold,. 
and having failed in their weftern attempt, it be- 
came- the more neceffary, that they fhould do fome- 
thing in the fouth. Yet there were numbers who 
were paffionately in love with liberty, there ft(ll 
prevailed' an excellent public fpirit; there were even 
men who honoured and concealed tliofe founders 
of the republic, who were torn from their pofts on 
the J rft of May, and who detefted and hated the - 
Marats, the Robefpierres, and all the extermina* 
tors, on whom the Marfeilles have juft got legal 
proof, that they had all along been confpiring to 
iet Orleans on the throne ; Robefpierre only ex* 
jepted, who aided their proceedings, but with very 
jfterent views. But I beliete I have faiil enough 
fen that head. Marfeilles as ufual, was the firft to 
give the fignal for refiftance to oppreflion. This 
was fo well received that 'it found itfelf the centre 
of a coalition of the departments, which compre*- 
hended in its vafl circuits Nifmesj-Montpellier, Narf- 
bonne, Perpignan, Touloufe, Montauban, and 
Bourdeaux^ to the left ; Aix, Lyons *, Bourg, Lona- 

le- 
* Although the officers of the military at that place were 
privately royaiifts, yc^ they could have bcencalvly kept un- 
der by the adminiftrators and the peqple, all of-^hom were 
y^publicaas. 
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Ic-fauriierj and Befancon to the right 5 Angouleme, 
Limoges, Clermont, Moulins, Clialons, anJ even 
Qioii in front ; llience advancing in a point as far 
as Rheims, by Troyes and Chulons, formed a 
full half of France, and threatened with its ma'gni- 
tudc to crufh all the agents of kings. It was there- 
fore abfolutely requifite to diiTok-e this threatening 
company at «11 events. If one of the largeft of the 
confederitei cities, Ihould Cet up the ftandard of 
Royalty, the others would fall upon it with indig- 
nant fury. The fotrth ready to rufti upon the ty- 
rants of Paris, woidd ftop to dire<rt its efforts a- 
gainft apart of itfelf. The mountain, which was 
fecfetly fetting them on this ftcp, to exculpated 
themfelves from the charge of Royalifm, which 
they at the fame time f^cretly endeivonred to caft 
on the profcribed deputies of the 3111 of Mays 
and the infurrection of the republicans would be 
,ftiflcd. 

Where could there be found a city more adapted 
for this difplay of the mountain's machiaveiianifai 
than Toulon ? There, where there are fo many ig- 
norMit mechanics, without a will of 
who would do any thing for a bit of hr 
had been -long brought over to call c. 
chy, by the help of a few affignats ! . 
Avould make them feem at leal): to dcni 
turn of order. The principal officers, bol 
navy and the garrilbn, were almoft all royalilb 
■the late miniller of the marine, entirely devoted to 
the faftion, had chofen men to be at the head of 
the commotion : they had lilcewife been told the 
watch word, as well as Wimpfen : tlicy would fee{a 
to gat^M&cir forces for the republic, and in dt^e 





. time,' thtrj would'direft them to the dcftruffioji of 
the repub^caiis. 

The time arrived, and-Toulon hitherto fo very 
Jacobtoical, fiiddtnly declared for the repubHc, and 
fooi^ (■■et rayed it. T'ouion was delii'ered to the 
Englilli, and its reafims it wii! perhaps at fomc fu- 
ture period be obliged to explain, the committee 
of public faflSty propagated, and fii9eMd it to be 
believed for fix months, arepcrt, thatthf Engii/hhad 
hanged Br-auvmj. The othL-r deputy £i2y/e was the 
means of his own death in prifon. — Hefjvas i paf- 
fibnatc, vulgar man„ who had been miilcd by ths 
exaggerations of the mountain till then. I'robably, 
when his eyes were opened to fee it was the moun- 
tain that delivered Toulon to the Englilh, and that 
he muft n^ds become either inftrumental to, or 
rhe vi£tim of tl^deceAable maqtiavelianifm, he 
ha'd recourfe to iuicide : or perhaps, as he would 
not hold his tongue, he was killed to prevent noife. 
The Englilh, however, btung made mailers of Tou- 
lon, they kept it as long as the defaftion of Bour- 
deaui and the fiegc of Lyons continued. Had they 
J h too early, the troops that lay Ijpfore 
^:noft all ami-jacobins before the faftion 
work upon ihem, would have declared 
nftead of -attacking it. Lyons fell at 
1 he Jacobins muft ftill have time to 
e inoft confiderable of the republicans, 
■i-iviBed of royalifni j and by means of 
jtr Bourdeanx, where the bell ci- 
:ipericnce the fame treatment as the 
s of Lj'ons, Marfi.'illes, Paris, and every 
This done, tlw Englifh ^re as good 
■»-W as 
■ .Tallicn muft, however, have this litlle jHKe done 
im, that be prevented much udfcbief when fiourdeaux 
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^as their wotd;' arid it was their intereft to be fo ; 
for it cannot be forgotten that the detefted moun- 
taineers were vidlorioas on the 31ft of May, over 
belbved, efteemed, and very popular men j not 
only in Paris, but throughout all France. To 
appeafe the general anger, to frighten the weak, 
to gain the wavering, to lead away the unthinking 
multitude, it was requifite, that the allied powers 
iliould confent to flop tlieir 'vi<Sl:ories, and even let 
themfelves be defeated, at the very time when their 
agents were tyrannizing over the reprefentative 
body, and governed over every thing. For the 
many, who are deceived' by appearances, would 
fay : *< when Pethion, BriiTot, Guadet, and their 
colleagues were in the convention, the enemy were 
frequently victorious : now when they are gone, 
and Robefpierre, Barrere, Marat. .Collot, and theip 
party, have the fole management of affairs, our 
arms are every where fuccefsful : the former there- 
fore muft have had a treaty with the combined 
powers, but the latter are our real defenders. 

Thus it was the intereft of the Englifh to keep 
their worJ, mt io put a Jufficient garrifon in Toulon^ 
but to fuffer' it to be retaken : and when the af- 
tonifhed Englifh -demanded why their gene- 
rals had fuffered Toulon to be retaken, Pitt an-^ 
fwered, that it -wa^ vr principle of found policy. By 
frhe'^ame found policy y much about the fame time, 
the viftories of Dunkirk and Maubcnge were grant- 
ed to 'pretended republican generals, when the fir/1: 
clerk Vincent, the accufer of the unfortunate Cuf- 
tine, was miniller-at-war, Tt was the fame fou?iff 
policy that ftruck the Vi'5torious army of Cobourg 

* . L fo 

was taken; " Had it not hisert for h?m. this city would have 
met \Vith the fame barbarous treatment as Lyons, 
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fo fuddenly motionlefs, which, having' cut the gar— 
rifon of Cambray to pieces, might have made itfelf 
mafler of the place 5 yet ftood and looked on at 
the civil war now begun, fully refolved to do no- 
thing, unlefs the republicans ihould remain trium- 
phant. And it was a principle of the fame found policy ^ 
by which Hoche was permitted to retake tjie lines 
of WiiTembourg.; Hoche, now known for an emil- 
fary of Marat, and fo in fadl of the allied powers ; 
that general Hoche, who was a real Jacobin. 

To return to Toulon. Whenever we re-entered 
it, Beauvaisy hanged fo long before, was found 
lying in the prifon ; and this deputy, who had been 
fo ill-treated by the enemy, and had fufFered fo fe- 
verely in defence of liberty, and who defer ved to 
have been the idol of the day, was barely mention- 
ed. Agreeable to the new plan of ufing every 
mean to urge on men's minds to every fort of ex- 
travagant fentiment, this new deity fhould have 
been openly (hewn to the admiration of the Parifi- 
ans. Nothing like this took place, however : he 
was not even admitted to the folemn feftival, cele- 
brated in the capital, on account of the capture of 
Toulon. The worthy reprefentative, whom pru- 
dence did not, feemingly, permit to be ;feen fo 
near, begged Jeave. to lefign. Above a hundred 
voices* were heard accufing him of treachery, a- 
midll his triumphs. He wias barely content with 
declaring, thtit he had indeed fome interviews 
with particular EnglKhmen of ccniequence •,. and 
all the anfwer he gave to the heavy charges which 
were brought againft him, waS) that he iniefi^ed to 
anfwer them. The committee of public fafety ful- 
Ay admitted all the moral and phylical excules of 
the reprefentative, who was not exec^itejJ. - No 

Other 
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other explanation was aiked of him : and his 
religr.Lition was accepted of. It is very true, that 
Beanvais was diftrefled, nay, he even took it into 
his head tp die, that he might be eternally deliver- 
ed from the trouble of giving Vmfwers. And then 
how they talkt^d of him ! Thei\ was he the great, 
the divine Beauvais ! I cannot fyy whether Rob- 
fpi.rre did not place him in the pantheon. And 
why fhould he not ? Others have been in the pan- 
theon befv>re him- 

There is one fadl more, known to feveral thoii- 
fimds at Paris. It is this,, that about the middle of 
Ju'y, fome genuine republicans at Toulon had evi- 
dence of a great j\fct fet on foot, to give up the 
town and port to the Englifh, and that ****'^** 
were conducing this confpiracy. Unluckily thofc 
who detefted this plot had the fimplicity to tranf- 
mit the proofs to the minifter of the day, and the 
then committee of pi^blic fafety ; who fuppreffed 
the proofs, and huddled up the affair; ioulon 
was delivered up to the Englifli foon after. 

To return to ourfelves^ We had now been 
three weeks in the houfe of our generous friend, 
and were beginning to defpair of the promifed em- 
barkation, when on the 20th of September a mef- 
fenger inquired for me. For mfj alas ! he enqui- 
red for fne alon^i* I had hitherto been made to be- 
lieve, that nothing would hinden my wife from be- 
ing admitted on board the veflcl : we were told, 
en this diftrefsful evening, that circumftances at 
prcfent^made it impofiible to admit a woman on 
board, without hazarding the fafety of us all, and 
the captain was obliged to declare with pain, that 
he could not admit one. What a thunder bolt to 
my Lodoiika ! I refufed to depart, as llie could 
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tiot go with me. She was convkiced that fucU a 
refolution muri: ruin us both, and infiftcd that I 
fliould go. For her own part, affifted by our 
friend, (he would imtnediately fet. om /or Paris ^ 
and, after collecling* the fmall wreck of our for- 
tune, fhe would conie to me at Bourdeaux ; where 
we would keep together, if the infurreclion conti- , 
iiued, or from which we would proceed to Ameri- 
ca, if the tyrants kept the afcendency. Great 

God !v what idle fchemrs ! What new dans:er5 had 
I tiot to meet Vv^ith ? What diRrefs and fatigues 
had I not to fufFer ? And in what place (hould I 
find my Lodoilka again ? 

I fet out:, I parted from her— —yes,. I had the 

terrible courage to leave her once more* ^-It was 

about five o'clock in. the evenings and of courfe 
broad day, when I publicly left the town. A horfe 
was wailing me two hundred yards off: and a friend 
I could depend on was my guide. We had fuHy 
Dine leagujes, . above thirty meailired- miles, ,to tra- 
vel ; and it was neceffury to be in the boat| which 
was to carry us to the vjeilel, by eleven o'clock at 
lateft i as the iignal gun for the convoy to fet out^ 
Ivould be fired exacStly at midnight. At five miles 
diliance I faould lueet my dear companions^ who 
were waiting for me. 1 there found Guadct, Bur- 
:20t,.and I'ethion ; but Barbaroux did not come till 
long after, fo that we loft a complete hour^ We 
"were, notwithilanding, at. the fea-luk before mid* 
night. The owners of tlie vefiel had come up to 
us on the way ; and not contented with caiTying u9 
paflage free to Bourdeaux, by which however they 
were exjwfed to great hazard, they offered us their 
purfesi but thcfe we abfolutcly declined. When 
we reached the inn, where was provided for. us a 

fuppcr,. 
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Aipper, W€ were told, that the boat, which the 
caplaii^ was to lend for us, had not yet arrived. 
* We waited a full half hour in vain j and what\in- 
O'eafed our apprchcnfions was, that in a room near 
' t^iat where we fupped, two men were drinking to- 
gether 5 and one of them was no other than the 
Qommandcr of the little fort, which commanded 
the l?each where we Avcre to embark, with a garri- 
fon of fifty men,. What unfortunate circumftan- 
ces ! and how much reaibn of alarm to oiu' mer- 
chants, who had depended on finding the boat rea- 
dy^ and the commander on ihpre faf^ afleep : one 
of them awakened .lo me fifhermcn, who agreed to 
carry us in their boat tor triple allowance : but we 
ipult then wait till the tide fet her afloat. Here 
there were three quarter^ of an hour more we loft: 
and to increafe our einbarrafiinent, thefe three 
(jijiarters of an hour muft be fpent befide the gover- 
jior.i He had fortunately alreifUly drunk too plen- 
tifully to give hiaifelf. any trouble about his uneafy- 
lieighbourss We got into the fiihing boat without 
accident ; though we had njiuch cau^i^ to fear we 
were too late, for it was paft one o'clock, and wp 
ought to have been- on board the iiciTel. before mid-»- 
night, . . ' I 

It was neceflary to row a full league to double a 
-point, at which the vefTel, which was to wait a lit- 
tle, after the convoys was to flop for us. It was not 
:to be fcep. there. WCv h^ probably made it wa^t 
too longs if. the cqnvoy had failed exactly at twelve, 
had noj the ^captain been obliged to let fail and fol- 
Jow. ic?, We..titeR,d^ternained to coaft along the 
'W^ole fliore of Breil road, which was fo fpacious,v 
that th^ -vefljil/we^ were in fearch of was fcarcely ^ 
-PWiii«:it,>nd could not be difcovered by night., 
. ^ L'3 ' It 
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It was a tfedious night ; I had pafled none fo cruel- 
ly tormefnted by impatience before. Nor was the 
dawn more favourable : it prefented to our view 
nothing but a vaft fheetof water, upon which evea 
a cockboat was not to be feen. We pulled out our 
watches every minute ; they pointed to fix o'clock,: 
leven o'clock, half after feven ! All our hopes were 
gone. What was to be the iffue ? 'Sea or land ! 
both were equally hazardous'to us. 

The countenances of the owners very evidently 
fhewed, that their minds were agitated by the fame 
fears, and that the fame gloomy ideas had feized 
them. They had lain down befide us in the boat, 
more than a quarter of an hour, without taking 
the trouble to look at the fea At length, one of 
them, raifed himfelf up without much expeftation, 
and turned his eyes flowly about him with calm in- 
difference. His eyes fudctenly quickened, and ex-^ 
claimed, « Whatfhip, hoa.?'' « The ." « Gap- 
tain ^?'* « Yes^, yes." He turned him felf 

round to us with open arms, and embraced us with^ 
great joy : " quick, quick : aboard- with you :" ht: 
cried. 

You may ftfppofe with what nimblenefs the 
heavieft among us flepped up the fide of the veflel! 
<' There is a little apartment for you ," fa id the: 
owners, conducing us to the cabin, and then they 
enquired whether the convoy had got far ahead- of 
us. The honeft Scotfmaw, who h^d the command- 
of the vefTelj rejilied'y that the ednvoy had gotten 
under way exa6Hy at twelve : lie alfo had^ weiglied 
anchor, that there might be no fufpiei'on; foon 

" however he fell aftern ; and notwithftanding the 
endeavours of his men, who were very much dif- 

Cpleafed with hi^ maneeuvres, he fell' On meam to 
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fpin out the timb: he was at length about to pro* 
ceed, when h« imagined he obicr.ved a boat, to- 
wards which he made fail : bad we been a very few 
minutes later we fhould have mified him. He ad- 
ded, that although the vefTel was a quiik failer, he 
could not hope to get up with the convoy before 
night .^ and of courfe, ■ was in danger of being cap- 
tured by the Englifh, " Never mind the lofs of 
the veffel," exclaimed our generous owners, " do 
your beft to fave thefe worthy men> coft what it 
may." They embraced us affectionately, and get- 
ting into th« boat, returned direct to Breff. 

We fteered an oppofite direction, on which we 
^continued two hours, when five fhips came in fight,, 
edging along the horizon before us, and ranged in 
a circle. " Thefe are Englifli cniifers," the fail- 
ors exclaimed. The captain faid in vain, that we 
&ould keep on our courfe yet, as we were not fo 
near them as to diftinguiih. The crew began to^ 
murmur : and the mate, who had been at his cups, 
and was fpokefman, fwore, that he would not run 
the hazard of being carried.to England^ on account 
of any ftranger whateven^ The honeft Scotfman 
was convinced that his men were ready to mutiq|r, 

• and tacked about the vefi^el immediately. 

Surely there could not be a greater misfortune 
to us, than to be captured by the Englifli. For 
us Great Britain would indeed have been an ac« 
-.purled land. Although much againft our inclina- 
tions we might have been taken there, calumny 
•would no doubt have piir/ued us: report would 
^iave-iaid, that it had .been our choice.; and- it 
i Would, not have lacked belief* Thus, befides lofing 
lour lives, what was far more precious,- our honour. 

• To &ve our£el^e$ from an Englifli ^fiiel^ theFefore, 
'^-»' we 


ire had but jone r^ifource, that of cafting ourfelves 
into the ocean, and we \lnere determined to* do fo,. 
rather than be captured. But were we certain, 
that the vcflels- we law were enemies ? or indeed, 
were they armed ? Then, our poor Capta n, en- 
cumbered with us, where could he flee to for an 
afylum? Into whatever port of France he put, 
would not he find enemies as eager tqdeiiroy him, 
as us? We took care^ however, not to difhirb him^ 
with thefe our rcfleftions, which would only have 
added to his uneaiinefs : but all his behaviour plain- 
ly proved, that he was fenfibiie of his danger and 
perplexing fit nation. 

Having failed two hours^ we were juft about fco • 
enter the roa-d, when the captain, fuppofing that his . 
mate's head mulinow.be getting a littk cool, and 
that the efte6b of the brandy, which he repented 
having ^adminiftered in fuch ample dofes, were- 
nearly diflipated, getting upon deck, accofted his 
men as follows!," Hear my lads, what I am to fay.. 
This vdTel T am mafter of: no one on board has the 
fmalleft title to difpute what. I order. If any here 
ihould take upon^him to do fo, let. him ftand by/ 
the confequences. Your f ars are ridiculous : my. 
refolution is fixed: I intend to proceed on the voy- 
age: not another word; but obey what I comm,and. 
you." He accordingly ordered that the vcflcl 
iliould be put about ; and, the mate not venturing 
to make the fmalleft oppofition, it was done ac? 
cordingly- 

In this manner we efcaped the imminent danger 
of returning. to a French port ; but we could, i^iAx 
reafonably hope to efcape the enemy. It behoved 
us to proceed without convoy probably^tillth^ next 
evening, for we. were already ten hours, fail jaileiUu 

Our 
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Our grand fleet, indeed, had lately failed fwJm 
Breft, and forced the Englifh cruifers to keep at a 
greater diftance y yet feldom a day pafled, but fig- 
nals were made of one and fometimes more being 
on the coaft. It may thus be imagined we were 
not in the mod tranquil ftate that might be. ~ 

We proceeded all that day very fortunately : we had 

lefs apprehenfion about the niglit, which palfed on 

very well: but early next morning fome veffels 

were vifible betwixt us and the horizon, nearly in 

the fame pofition as thofe of the preceding day^ 

only we reckoned eight inftead of five. The cap* 

tain taking his '^lafs, looked through it for fome 

'minutes; and declared they were French. The fafik 

is, it was impoflible he could yetdiftinguifh ; he was 

.right, however, to our grief. When we apjiroachi- 

-ed we found indeed they were French fliips. Wc 

knew well,, and fo did he, that defcriptions of our 

^fej-fons had been forwarded tp every captain innhe 

.French navy, with ftricl orders to fearch every vrf- 

fel at fea, and particularly examine the paflenger& 

It was the grand fleet, twenty- two fhips of the line, 

and twelve or fourteen frigates, that were ahead of 

us. Conceive our terror at this magnificent light ! 

We y^tre under the neceflity of running along all 

this formidable line. Thou^gh fbut up in qur cabiii, 

we were obliged to lie flat on the floor ; for fhould 

"any unlucky fatisrculettc have perceived a fingle 

paflenger, he might have moved y^ to fee ivhs'h 

xivas ; and I then fufpe^l our pallports would have been 

of no avail. We had^ befldes, Pethion with us, 

whofe face was fo well known ; and wlio, for fear 

he fliould not be particular enough, had thought 

•proper to be gray haired, and have a gray beard, 

befsxc he was. forty years- cf age. Cur. hold cap- 

^ tain. 
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'tain, ' hawever, ftood upon deck, with a firm air^ 
and a lie ready to anfvver the firft fpenking trumpet, 
that fhould hail him. But none of them falutcd 
tis, and we were allowed to pafs with a fright only. 

We had had no fear of the Engliih for fome 
time. The day^paflfed very well; but in the eve- 
ning, the grand fleet ftill remaining in its ftation, 
out of fight, aftern, we difeovered fome veflels. 
ahead. 'Fhe captain again had recourfc to his 
glafs ; the confequence of which we knew before- 
hand : .and he did not hefitate to aflert> that they 
were French merchantmen. Shortly after, how* 
ever, we faw that one of thefe' pretended mer- 
chantmen who made up to us, had a tier of 
guns. Still he appeared as unconcerned as pofiU 
ble to i^is crew, but he whifpered us, *< I am play- 
ing.a defperate part : if this do not prove to be our 
convoy, I fliall fee England to-moi*raw.'^ 

It was our convoy : and our danger though lefs, 
was yet fufficiently gteat. The fliip, which was- 
now very, near us, proved to be one of the two fri- 
gates, which protected the fleet. The captain had 
lain to for us,, and when "we had got within baity, 
we were alarmingly interrogated, " Whence came 
you ?" " From Breft :" anfwered our captain "^ith 
fifmnefs. This produced the ominous remark of 
** You are very far aftern.'* To which the captain 
anfwered : « We have as much fail as poffible.** 
" Your vefTel is a very bad failer, then •,** was re- 
torted' very uncivilly. No anfwer was made to 
this. At length we were thunderingly afked : 
** Have yoti any pajfengers ahard^^ Our hearty Scotf- 
man made the air ring with a bold " No.'^ Immedi- 
s^tely the frigate hoifted her beat. We were n'ovir 
certain our unlucky veflVl was going to be fcarch- 
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ic3, and wc trembled /for the captain.. For^our 
-parts^ reiigned to bur fate, we threw every paper 
into the water, that could have brought our friends 
into trouble, and cocked our piflols. 

But the boat required not thefe fad preparations : 
it came only to fetch a hawfer that the frigate might 
take us in tow, till we fliould come up with the 
-convoy : and it was a very whimfical occurrence in 
this voyage, to fee ourfelves protcded by a veflel," 
which was purpofely appointed for our deftruftlon. 
The following night it blew hard : at day* break 
it was a ftrong gale of wind. Our crew were defi- 
rous to follow the example of fome merchantmen, 
who had put into Rochelle : and their remonftran- 
ces had aflumed a great appearance of mutiny; but 
our captain's firmnefs, with the affiftance of af- 
iignats, to the amount of four hundred- livres, 
which we diftributed among the men, helped us 
out of't'his new danger. It is true, the ocean gaped 
as if it would fwallow us up every moment ; but its 
ucmoft fury vas lefs formidable to us, than that of 
the fenfelefs mob, which would have ftupidly hur- 
ried us to the fcaffold, on an ungrateful land. 
^ At; noon the wind abated, aqd notwithftanding 
all our captain*^ endeavours, his veflel proved itfelf 
the beft failor in the fleet. The* commodore fre- 
quently gave him the fignal to flacken fail ; which 
he always did, but yet iailed too faft. This cir- 
cumilance troubled him, he feared tlie commodore, 
might be fufpicious if he flioula notice, that the 
ycflel which took the lead of the convoy was the 
fanw, wl^ch had been. -found fo far aftern at night* 
Then too we would be in a dangerous fituation at 
the entrance of the river Bourdeaux, where a gene- 
ral examination was to be made by the convoy. 

Thither, 
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Thither, however, wc arrived at five in the eve- 
ning. The commodore made all the vefTels pafs 
him, and he l^iiled each as it pafled. We were 
one of the firft : the dreadful queftion'was repeat- 
ed : " Have you any paffengers aboard ?" And he, 
as in the evening, anfwered, with a firm voice^ 
" No :" and with equal fuccefs. 

In the mean time we were carried up the river 
about twenty miles with the tide, and were obliged 
to caft anchor, as it began to ebb* Our captain 
took care to place his veflel at a diftance from any 
other : and as foon as the tide had quite ebbed, he 
hoifted out what he called his jolly boat. It was 
as fmall and flight a boat as ever a Pariiian beheld 
upon the Seine. Twelve of us, with the captain, 
went into it, befides four failors to row. I need 
not fay the boat was full : it was fo full, that We 
could fcarcely itir without danger. It muft be 
noticed, that this river is a kind of fea, for it is 
more than four miles wide. Farther up it was ftill 
worfe, for the fame body of water being confined 
in a. channel only half fo wide; it rendered its 
courfe, much' more rapid, 'and likewife very dan- 
gerous, owing to its fandbanks, with which our 
captain was very little acquainted. The gunwale 
of the boat was hardly two inches above the wa- 
ter's edge, frequently the waves rufhed over it, and 
the leaft motion put us in peril of finking. Yet 
this was but the lead of our dangers. 

We had taken this itep to efcape the la ft exami^ 
tiori of our convoy, and to avoid Fort Blaye. Un- 
happily it was already day, and the man on watch- 
on board the commodore faw us, and hailed 
us ; merely to tell us, to' keep off. Probably he 
thought as we hoped he would, that fo fmall a- 
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boat deferved no farther notice.' At fort Blaye we 
were ftill mpre lucky : not a fingle word was faid. 
We at length landed at Bec-d'Atnbez. We were 
now in the department of Gironde; and there think- 
ing ourfelves, not only fafe, but in a lituation 
to fight with the enemies of our country, we were 
almoft kiffing the land of our deliverance. Alas, 
unhappy man ! thy joys are frequently as foolifhly 
itiifplaced as thy griefs ! 

The captain went on to Bourdeaux. We among 
otirfelves made him up the fum of two thoufand li- 
vres (83 1. 6s» 8d.) which he accepted. We pur- 
pofed to give hirii a thoufand croWns more, which 
we thought we could ealiiy borrow m the town, 
where he would probably arrive only four and 
"twenty hours before Us. I do not thin^ the richefl 
of us had two hundred francs (81. 6s. ^d.) in his 
purfe at that time. 

We flopped ^t the houfe bf a'relation of Guadet, 
but there were none there to receive us. We 
therefore went to a neighbouring inn, Where Gua- 
det, with his lifual opennefs, told hfS name with*- 
dtit any fcr'uple ; fo that confrquent:ly they could 
ealiiy guefs who we all Were. This imprudence 
Was the great caafe of all the dangers, whiLh almofl 
immediately furroundpd us. Thence our purfuers 
Ibon found us out, and foon we had not a moment 
r^ft. 

When they had brought us the keys of the houfe, 
'^e went thither to converfe at our eafe on our li- 
tuation. We had learftt ftrange things at the inn^ 
which Guadet declared impoflioie ; we were told, 
that the Maratifts h id got uppermoft at Bourdeaux j 
that-both the municipality \n(i department had fled ; 
a^d that the reprefentatives <3f the' people were on 
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*tlieir way in force. Whether thcfe reports ^were 
true or falfe, we thpught it not advifeable that we 
fhould all venture into the town, before we learnt 
fomething -more corfcerning them. Guadet^ who 
was well acquainted with every ftreet in it, offered 
to go thither, and would take Pethion with him. 

'1 hey returned next day, happy to have entered 
^^nfeen, and to have got out not apprehended. All 
the news we had learnt were true. There, as in 
other places, the honeft men were ruined through 
want of energy. But a few days before, the good 
and brave youth of Bourdeaux Jiad, in arms, gone 
to the department, requefted permiiiion to difarm 
the Franklin fefliion, which was an arfenal to tlie 
faftious. Inftead of feiziqg this opportunity, the 
adminiftrators anfwercd, that they mull wait with 
patience, nfe only gentle means, and fo forth ; and 
the very next day the Franklin feftion turned eve- 
ry thing topfy-turvy in Bourdeaux. Indeed the 
adminiftrators had heaped fault on fault. In tlit 
very zenith of their power, they had made no re^ 
fiftance, but let the commiffioners of the •nu)un- 
tain, pofted twenty miles off, take poffeffion of the 
Trowpetie caftle, with all it§ ammunition,' ftorea, 
and provifion, by four or five men bearing a de- 
cree. In the fame manner, without any oppoil- 
tion, they had permitted the mountaineers to take 
fort Blaye, to difmifs the two battalions of Bour- 
deaux men placed there, and to fubftitute in their 
room two revoiutionar^ battalions ; which is faying 
every thing. Showing fuQh weaknefs, they muft 
4tievitably fink under their aftive opponents. 

At this period, all the fincercft, moft, en lighten- 
ed, and mofl courageous patriots in Bourdeaux 
•were hourly carried to prifon. ' Terror prevailed lb 
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g?:iiefallf, that, by liitie o'clock, Guadet and Pe^ 
tiiion could not even find a man, who would give 
them a night's enterti^inment) and it was with the 
greateft difficulty they could get one, who ;«rould' 
run the hazard of condu6ting them out of the city. 

Stili, therefore, We had to think of perfonal 
fafety. Guadet fet off for St Emillion, tlie place 
of his nativity. There, befide relations, he had ma- 
ny friends, thofe companions of inRmcy, whom 
we think our fure friends, till adyerfity has put 
their friendfliip to the trial. He was fure of pro- 
curing an afylum for all of us ; but he would not 
fend*for us, till every thing was ready ; for it was 
requiflte, that we Ihould come as fecretly as pofii- 
ble. After his dej^arture, we Ihut ourfelves up 'n\ 
tlie houfe of his relation. The neighbouring inn- 
keeper, a fly fellow, of whom we were not fufficiently 
miilruilful, wifhed very much to know what was 
become of us. He had been told that we were rc- 
cmbarked : yet that very evening he came prying 
about the houfe, but luckily we had clofed all the 
window-ihutters* However we did not dupe him 
long ; for, on the fecond day we were told it^ was 
whiijiercd about, that we were hid in the neigh- 
bo\irhood of Bec-d'Ambez. 

It was the evening of thi?i fecond day that Guadet 
had propofed to return. But as we law nothing of 
him, it rendered us very ulieafy. Our prefent fi- 
tuation was every moment more dangerous. We 
heard, that the mafter of the inn, a hired Maratift, 
had jult come from Bourdeaux, with fome new fa- 
eces j and that there was a great ftir in the houfe, 
accompanied with whifperings, and private conful- 
tations. It was prudent in us to make fome defen- 
five preparations 5 we barricaded our doors and 
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.windows, and divided our weapens, which coniift- 
td of fourteen piftals, five_ fabres, and only one 
mulket. "VVe were in all fix men : for I ought t& 
have mentioned before, that, when we went a- 
board, we found Vaiodyy and one of his friends,, 
who, however, was not a deputy; but, being tall, 
and having light hair, the Maratlfts iij Girondcj, 
.M'hilft they fcnew us only by report, fpread it a^ 
broad, that Wimpfen was with us, although he 
neither was, nor could be. bix n:en only, badly: 
arrtied, but firrply refolved to die rather thaa 
yield, compofed this formidable garrifcn, for the- 
attack of which we ihall find downwards that no- 
tliing kfs than artillery was prepared. Two thirds 
of the garrifon went to bed in their cLoaths : the 
remainder, that is to fay, Barbaroux and I, kept 
■yfatch all night. But the enemy, who would not 
march a gain ft us but in force, had not yet colle^fl^-. 
qd a fufficient nui^ber of troops. Had a hundred 
^nd fifty fufileers been fu^cient, a fimple requili-* 
tion . tp the neighbouring national guards would 
have cpllefted t|iem in kfs than two hours, thea 
we would not hav^e been taken alive, but our deaths 
would have been inevitable. Fortunately it was de- 
termined to bring an a^my againft u^ capable of 
carrying on a;, regular fiege ; fo nothing appeared 
that night, 

On the fol]owii)g evening a meilenger arrive<t 
from Guadet. He had fbupd in his family only 
one perfon,. who would venture tp lodge us, and 
even he coiild only tal^e in two. He hoped the 
next day tp be enabled to difpofe of two more, foe 
whom he would then fepd \ and fo on, to the lart:.. 
We had now pnly to decide, who fhould be the 
ciliofcn two,, to foUovir the qieflenger, vyhen h^ 
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came to lave them. We filently looked at each 
other. Barbaroux, always worthy of himfelf, was 
the firft who broke the fil^nce. " We know well," 
/aid he, " our danger here is imminent. Which of 
tis all 'could think of faving himfelf, without reflec- 
tmg, that to-morrow, perhaps, they, whom he left 
behind, would be no more ? For my party I will 
not abandon my -companions in my labours,, and 
the fharers of my glory. If only two of us can be 
lodged, let ' us all remain : let us die together^ 
But if Guadet knew our iituation, would he fend 
for two only ? Would he not feel, that theobjedl 
of the greatell importance is to effect our efcape^ 
from hence ? A perfon offers two 6f us an afylum : 
vreWy cannot fix of us difpofe ourfelves for four ot 
five days, in a roqm prepared for the reception of 
two ? Let us depart." 

While he yet fpoke, fome one came to inform 
us, that there- was a great bullle, and a confider- 
able number of people, at the neighbouring inn. 
About thirty officers had- juft arrived, and the. 
landlord had faid, that they belonged to a battalion 
of the revolutionary army, which was to pafs this 
way on its march to Bourdeaux.v In the meaix 
time, feveral detachments of national guards had 
been obferved in the neighbourhood, and a few 
brii'ades of;gens-d*armes. 

This news put an end to all confultations. Our 
guide defcended the fteps : we folbwed him in fi- 
lence, and made a circuit to^reach a boat waiting, 
for two of us on the Garonne, about half a mile 
off: and it appears, that wie had fdarce got to th6 
fide of the river, when four; hundred brave fellows,- 
armed cap-a-pce, came with two pieces of artillery 
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ik> attack a country houfc, where they expefted tc^'* 
meet with eight or ten vifitims. 

Such was the glorious expedition of Bec-'d'An>- 
bez, where the r^vc/utio/jaries fignalized equally 
their courage, and their addrefs ; and for which 
33 - . ^ I think it was, fo greatly honoured his. 
worthy, fatellites, in the pompous account of the. 
tranfa<Jtion he. tranfmitted to the convention ; iriv 
which he faid, in exprefs worSs, that, " So adlive 
were the fansr culottes, that they fturciunded th^ 
hx)ufe, and found . ^ ■ their beds~ warm !'* 

Whilft thefe gentlemen, fword in. hand, flying 
colours, and lighted matches, amufed themfclves. 
with fearching our beds, we, in a^ much quieter 
manner,, employed our time far better. We arri-^ 
ved ^ at. St. EtniUioJX, after having crofled another, 
river, the Dordogne, before Libourne, where for-* 
tunately.the cpn.tinel wa^ ftill fafter afleep than the 
ferryman, whojn it took, ua thrgs quarters of aiv 
hpur to awake. 

Next.day.a perfop. informed u«, how narrowly^ 
we had. efcaped at St Ambjez^ and that ^-^^ — , fu-^ 
rious at miffing fo exj;:ellent. an opportunity, and, 
doubtlefs tojd by the ferryman, that we crofled the- 
Dordogne, had jufi: made a requifition of one of 
his revolutionary battalions, and in the. mean time; 
fallowed in purfult of us wjth .fifty horfe. Thus, it? 
again it..was.nectfrary.to. liee. We got on .a few 
gan-lhpt^, an^ hid ourfclves in. a quarry, where., 
there were np me^ working that day^ itjuckily, 
b ing Sunday,. We., were foon. joined by Guadet> 
a;jd Salle, wjio' had, been, pur m.eflbngtrs iij Qironde,. 
yet found.np, afylum for us. 

* We waited there for an honeft fellow, wjio had, 
bgjC^ fegrcbing; about in ,the neighbourhood fince 
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moffiing, to procure us a retreat. He came, at 
night, to inform us that- there was not a ilngle pert- 
fon who had the courage to acUiiit iis into his houfe,- 
Poor Guadet was confounded. How often had he 
protefted^ that were every good and generous fen* 
timent baniftied from all the reft of France, it ill it 
would take refuge in Gironde !- how cruelly was 
he deceived by falfe friends, and unworthy rela*" 
lions ! We had much need of fympathy : but he 
much more- 

Whatj^theti) was to be done ? Since we had been 
traced, and were accurately defcribed, it was no 
longer fafe for us- to travel in company. Had we 
been, as in Finifterre, twelve more in number, and 
furniihed with twenty good mufquets, there would 
have been fome difference : but' ther^ were only 
eight, of us, and<' no other arms- but piftols. We 
bad nothing to- hope from our ftrength ; our fole 
dependence muft be on our addrefs : and of all the 
precautions to be taken, that of feparating appear^ 
od to- be the moft. neceffary. My Lodoifka, I 
thought, fhould.be at Paris : towards^Paris, there- 
fore, I proppfedto bendiny^^courfe. If I were to 
have the happinefs of getting, thither,. 1 might geli 
an afyJum for two or "three of; my companions. 
Thus I was like wife fo filly, as to depend on my 
friends, whilft.l had, the example of Guadet befbro 
my eyes^? My dear friend Barbaroux declarred, that 
he was determined to^fhare my fate; and Valady 
and his friend baving. joined us, we were in all^four; 
Petbion and Buzot. departed, to wander I know 
no^ whither. Salle and Guadet purpofed to go to- 
i?<^ards Landes — Alas! for what purpofe ? Only to 
^uitimc^ The bocrible. triumphs of, the moun^ 

. , . -. . • taiit 


( I40 ) 

tain were fa inconceivable, that we thought it''^4m*- 
poffibl; they could continue fot a fortnight. 

We. embraced each other with tears in our eyes; : 
and parted. Barbaroux was to pafs for a profeflbr * 
of mineralogy, a icience with .which he was well ^ 
acquainted 5 and we for merchants, travelling a- 
long with him, wifhing to engage in the working . 
of any mines, that he might difcover- But mer- 
chants on foot, travelling by night I Three hun- 
dred miles to be travelled over, under cover of this 
poor fidlion ! Barbaroux fo well known, and fo 
remarkable ! It was indeed a defperate projeft : 
but the prote6ling hand of Providence put a ftop > 
to iu After a walk of four hours, we found out 
that we had loft. our way. The houfe of a par- 
fon was near'. " We muft knock at the door;** 
faid Barbaroux. *^ Yes," replied I, whofe thoughts 
were bent on nothings but Paris ; « to inquire our 
way." — f^ Ah !" returned he, ," could we but get - 
^fomething more!" 

A worthy clergyman opened the door to us« 
We told him we were travellers, who had loflour 
way. " Confefs," faid he, " that you are good - 
men under per fecution, and under that title, take • 
what accommodation my houfe offers, for four and 
twenty hours; would I could oftener welcome, . 
and proteft for a longer time, fome of the innocent 
vi<ftims of unjuft purfuit !" 

How (hall 1 relate in what -manner we were mo- - 
ved by this reception i It demanded the fulleft con- 
fidence, and it obtained it. At the name of Bar- 
baroux and Louvet, the good man ruflied into our 
arms, and wept over Mi for joy. We, like wife, . 
melted into .tears, for we found thtt Providence 
bad led us, as it were, by the hand to one of thofe 
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£b rare- mortals;, with whom Guadct had thought 
bis department was filled. > 

He told us the next morning, that we might re- 
main two or three days longer with him without 
danger ; and that he would ufe his endt^avour, in 
the mean tinae, to find us fom« fafe retreat. At 
the expiration of this term, he let only Valady's 
friend depart, who thought he could eafily reach 
the environs of Perigueux, where a relation of hi* 
dwelt, who he was. fure would receive him, and who 
he doubted not would fend for Valady. As my 
thoughts were ftiU bent on Paris; I would fain hav* 
accompanied him., who. was going forty miles near* 
er to it. The parfon endeavoured to diffuade mc 
from it : and Barbaroux fell on his knees before me 
to intreat nve. O Lodoifka, it was them that pre- 
ferved thy hufband : for we foon after heard, that 
he, whom 1 wifhed to accompany, was arrefted* 

Our generous ho ft kept us yet two days, though 
it was rumoured in the viUage, that the parfon cpn;- 
cealed. fome one. At length he conducted us to 
the houfe of a fmall farmer, who received us kind*- 
ly ; but it Teems his wife was^ alarmed, at leaft that 
was the rcafon he gave us next day, whea he told 
us we mu-ri: not expedl to ft ay with h-im. Our good 
parfon took us away, and being unable to do bet- 
ter, he led us to a hayloft over a ftable, belonging 
to a farm houfc, in which family there were iixteea 
perfons. Only two of thefc were in the fecret : the 
reft were going backwards and forwardsto the ftabb 
ajr hours of the day, and fometimes even mounted 
the ladder to look at the hay, in which each of us lay j 
and in whith we were forced to remain, buried even 
over our heads. The hay being new, was confe-r 
quently hot.: ^nd thfi loft, was io full,, that tber« 
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was icarcely a fpace two feet left for the ad-^ 
mifGon of air; and what little forced its way- 
in,, was only through a very fmail window. To add- 
to the mifery of our lituation, the weather,, though 
in. the month of October, was very hot and dry, 
and our twa confidants were Tent to a didance on 
fome bufinefs lo fuddenly, that they could give us - 
no previous notice of it. They were abfent for 
three days. During eight and forty hours we got- 
none of the cdarfe fcire and iinall wine, we were 
accuftomed to receive from them by ftealth. The 
extreme laffitude, dreadful head-ach, frequent faint*- 
ings, burning thirft, and great agony, we experi- 
enced,, are indefcribable.. Once my fortitude ha- 
ving failed) and the courage of Barbaroux having . 
deferted him, I took hold of one of my piilols, and 
looked at him with a languid fmile, he follow*^^ 
cd my example; We both kept-filence, but our eye* 
counfelled each other fatally : one of my hands fell 
on his: he prcffed it with a fort of furious ardency. 
.equal to that which infpired me. The mament 
was now come, that we ihould give ourfclves up to 
defpair : the fignal of death was on the point of l)e^' 
ing given, when Valady, who had been watching- 
our motions,' cried << Barbaroux I you have yet a 
mothfr I Louvet ! think of Lodoi&a !" The fud-- 
den revolution fhefe words produced, is inconcei- 
vable. Our fury fublided into tendcmefs: our • 
weapons fell from our hands : our weakened bo- 
dits funk down : we mingled our tears together. 

But this fudden change only preceded another. . 
•* Lodoiika waits for me :'* exclaimed 1. " What* 
do I here ? Why do I here fubmit to 'io many hu- 
miliations, Juiierings, and perils? If it be indeed . 
for her fake, my flaying here will not end them. . 

I ought t 


% ouglvt to encounter perils, and endure hardfhipsy 

^.on the road to Parils, I Ihall be on that road this 

-very evening. That very evening ! Madman ! In 

one of our preceding nodlurnal excurfions, I 

vhad heedlefsly fallen into a ditch: and confide 

rably damaged the tend&ns of my ham. Du« 

ring our fix days confinement, the abfpiute in- 

aftion ^o whiAi we were reduced, the heat of the 

hay in which we were buried, anxiety, and weari- 

'nefs, had combined to increafe the misfortune : on 

attempting to raife my leg, it gave me very acute 

pain ; and my ham was become fo rigid, as to be 

altogether incapable of flexion. Thanks to thee,- 

Providence ! that thus compelled me to remain. 

At ten o'clock next night, when ail in the farm 
ifeemed afleep, but the faithful dog^ whofe barking- 
fiiffered us not to reft ; we thought we heard a 
noife about the houfe, like that of two or three men 
walking and fpeaking foftly : foon after we faw a 
great light in the ftable, where we had never feen- 
any before : at iirfl: we heard the voices of fome 
perfons fpeaking very cautioufly ; then a profound^ 
iilence enfued : jwefently the found recommenced 
without; and at Jaft we heard fome one mounting 
our ladder. Were weibund out ? — Was the ftable^ 
furrounded ? — We feized our arn^s* 

A man, without either quitting the ladder, or 
coming near us, cried, *^ gentlemen come down,'* 
Ix was one of our confi/dants, that belonged to tfie 
farm : but he fpoke pot in his ufual tone, his v6ic*c 
wafi fo altered, hoarfcf and furly, that it .alarmed 
^us more than any thing elfe. «* What ? come 
down ?" faid I to him — " Yes, jcome down.'*— 
^« And why?'^— Becaufe you muft:" — « But why?'* 
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**-«< Too arc wanted."—" Who wants us.'' — «< Tho 
parfon's kinfman." — «« If tt be the parfon's kinfmat^, 
why does not he fhow hmifelf ?" Here the man mut- 
tered out fome filly reafon I did not hear, and ad- 
ded in a brutal and threatening; voice; " In ihort, 
blackguards [f— — ], you miift come down." 

This had a very threatening appearance. The 
imagination is very aftive, I immediately perfuad- 
ed myfelf, that we were difcovered and informed 
againftj that fome people had been fent to examine 
the houfe; and that they had threatened to fet fire 
to the poor fellows h'ay loft, if he did not cA)lige 
us to come down. Barbaroux thought, no dou^Jt, 
the fame thing, for he whifpered me, ** They fliall 
not take me alive :" and Valady, whofe courage was 
ft) overcome by fatigue and an incipient difeafe, that 
twenty times in the day he had confefl^ed himfelf 
feized with terrors, and mortal fears at the thoughts 
of death, fo that he never had the refolution to put 
an end to his own exigence; but now, imagining 
that the fatal hour was come, he faid faintly to us, 
« Alas ! then, we mufi: perifh 1" and perceiving the 
preparations we were making, he added, taking us 
by the hand, <* O my friei^ ! are you going to 
leave me ?" For my own part, I never thought the 
approach of death fo near, - in the moft critical 
junctures of my profcription, except once after- 
wards at the gates of Orleans. 

« Citizen," cried I to the man, firmly, *« we 
do not wifh to involve you in any fcrape: yet think 
not to draw us into any fnare : we certainly will 
not defcend till we fee the kinfman of the parfoft, 
or you frankly tell us wh^t yon intend " 

Forgive me, reader, if I have made you feelany 
of the apprehenfions with which our minds were 
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Toirttjred: Tardon me, for they were groundlefs : 
■it was only pufillanimity in him, who was fent by 
our good friend the parfon, and the cruel neceffity 
of again fettixjg out on our travels. At length the 
parfon's kiiilQiah made his appearance. He had 
kept out, left he Ihould be feen by any belonging 
to the farm. It feems one of the farmer's men, 
having heard fome ftir in the hayloft, had hinted 
his fufpiciods ; fo that before another day was paft;, 
^ it was probable ^we might be difcovered by a man, 
whom we had every r^afon to fear. Our two con- 
fidants, alarmed at this, went and told the clergy- 
man, that he rrtuft take us away immediately. The 
information arrived fo late, he knew not how to 
dilpofe of us. We ihould be in a more dangerous 
. fitujation at his hcriife than any where ; as informa- 
tion had juft^been given, that he concealed 'fome 
one in his houfe. He ran diredliy to feek fotnp 
•hiding place for us : and in the mean time, to fet 
^the farmer at reft, who was terribly frightened, it 
was abfolutely neceflary to leave .the liayloft, and 
^pafs the night where we could. 

O God! if it was not thy will, that we fhould 
^die, at leaft thou decreed, that we flioxild undergo 
"^ery fevere trials. We were driven from the hay- 
loft, when, as an abode, it was juft become fup-r 
-portable," and as a flielter, neceflary ; the weather 
having changed that evening. The violence of the 
ftorm was a little abated: the-jthupder was heard 
no longer, but the rain continued to pour dywn in- 
xreflantly, and a cold foutk.wind blew. In addi- 
tion to my difficulties, 1 could only drag myfelf 
over tjie clay ground upon one leg and^a walking; 
•fiick. . Our guide led us into a little wood ; and 
' . N there 
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-there left -US to get thoroughly wet and benuirbed 
at our leifure. 

The bad weather, however, did not hinder the 
exertions of our' generous p>arfon. A little before 
it was light, he came himfelf to tell us, that all his 
endeavours had proved vain ; and as he faw it was 
not pofSble for us, in the place where we were, to 
remain undifcovered till next night, he would carry 
tus to his own houfe, whatever might be the confe- 
■quence. This offer we would not avail ourfelves 
•t)f, tilL 'he told tis, that from his cock-loft, where 
*he was to put us, we might eafily come down into 
a back yard, by a rope faftened to the window, and 
thencfe efcape over a low wall into the open fields, 
whenever any fufpicious objedl was feen approach- 
ing the houfe, for which purpofe one of us would 
be always on the watch. — Worthy man ! He feem- 
ed fo glad to receive us again ! 

I was now overjoyed at the circumflance, which 
had conftrained me to leave my wife behind me, and 
•not bring her into fo many fevere trials, and ever- 
renewing dangers. - If I found my conftitution too 
-weak to encounter thenfi, fhe muft, without doubt, 
have funk under them. I fhould have been fo un- 
happy, as to fee her expire in my arms, before 
my death. Yet we prcfumed to murmur againfi 
the decrees of heaven, when it ordained our fepa- 
•ration. O providence, how unfearchable are thy 
-ways ! how vain a#e thfe defires of man ! 

In the mean time we learnt, that Guadet and 
Salle, after having knocked without efFe(Sl, at the 
'doors oi ffty friends J had found every kind, of af^ 
fiflance, and a good afylum in the houfe of a wo- 
man, as compaffionate, generous, arid intrepid, .as 
all fhofe creatures, who are neverthelefs called men, 
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had proved thetnfelves cowardly, fclfiih, and hihu*- 
man. From the moving defer iptioii given us of- 
the deeds of that angel of heaven, we found it was 
needlofs to alk her for flielter, if Ihe could give it; 
us. We need only to acquaint her with our litua- 
tion. We fent a meffengcr to her, who quickly 
returned to tell us to come ail three. She only 
advifed'us, not to come till midnight, and to. uJe 
every precaution, that we might not be feen ; as 
our fafety with her mull: chiefly depend on our ex- 
a<ftnefs in following thefe her conditions. 

On our Way wc flopped at a clergyman's houfe, 
(a friend of the one we had left) where we had 
been engaged to fupper. The reader muft forgive 
theli details : it was fo long fince we had known 
what it was to fup ! Then the fupper in itlelf was- 
nothing, in comparifori wit^i the kind attentions, 
by which it was introduced. They had warm wa- 
ter ready, to wafh our feet •, a good fire, to dry jus v, 
all the neceffary apparatus, for f having, and refto-- 
ring our hair to fome orders clean linen ; all fol- 
lowed by food light to digcftj-and cordial wine, 
poured out by a charming niece. It was really a 
niece ; for none will fufpect me of jefting. I men- 
tion her, that the reader may form fome idea of 
the effedl produced on^us, by thefe frequent and 
fudden traniitions from a painful and tardy fitua- 
tion, to one as rapid and delightful ; and of the 
contraft' between this kind and charming girl, load- 
ing us with civilities, and thofe infendble, gloomy, 
and threatening vifage's, which were taken up' in 
laying fnares for us, or coolly feeing us fall into 
them. At the houfe of this good clergyman, we 
thought our lot iimllar to that of thofe brave 
inights errant, who, after encountering monikrs,^ 
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on a iudden find themfelves in fome enchaRtcd pa^. 
villion, fervcd by attendant fairies. 

By midnight we arrived at the houfe of another-^ 
fairy. There, with a thoufand, pieces of attention 
not lefs aff€<S:ing, we were to find courage, con- 
ftancy, and devotion to our fervice without bounds* 
Our two friends, were lodged thirty feet under 
ground; and the entrance to their fubterraneous- 
abode, not a little dangerous in itfelf, was fo con- 
cealed, that it was impoilible to diicover it; Spa-^ 
ciousas was the cavern, five men refiding eonftant-- 
ly iit it might fpoil the air, which could not be ea- 
fiiy renewed. In- a. different part of the houfe, . 
therefore, we formed another ftrong holdj more • 
falubrious, aln>ofl as fecure, ami almoft as difficult 
to be difcovered, A few days after, Buzot and* 
Pethion having fent us notice, that they had chan-^ 
ged their retreat /even times ivithtn a fortnight^ and 
werfevat length reduced to the laft extremity.— 
<* Let them both come hither-,'* faid this remark- 
able woman.. Nor let it be forgotten, that Oie was-, 
threatened almoft eviTy day with a general fcarch ; 
and ftie wasfo ftrongly fufpe^ed of being vinuous, . 
that they often talked of imprifoning her. And^ 
every day fome head or other fell under the guillo- 
tine, and the banditti committed horrible caxefles. . 
They were continually fwearing, that they would 
burn' alive, in their own houfes, fuch perfons as 
fliould be found to conceal us. Thev even talked 
of fctting whole^ towns on ^t^., " My God ! Let 
the fearchers come !" fhe would fay to us, gaily and . 
unmoved, *^ provided yoy do -not take upon your- 
felves the tafk of receiving them : I am only afraid . 
left they fhould arreft me ; and then what would, 
become of voui" 
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Our two friends arrived, and retired into the 
cave. Thus wc were now Icven in all ; and the 
great difficuhy was to procure us food. Proviiion 
was fcarie in the department : our hoftefs could 
only get a pound of bread a day, but there were 
potatoes and kidney beans in the cock-loft. To 
fave breakfaft, we lay in bed till noon. A difli of 
foup made of pulfe icrved us for dinner. When 
night came, we peaceably left our abode, and join- 
ed her. 'Our fupper conliftcd fomctiines of a fmall 
bit of beef, with difiiculty brought from the mar- 
ket ; at others of a diih of poultry from the yard, 
which could not laft long ^ with one or two eggs, 
fome vegetables, and a drop of milk ; of which the 
could never be prevailed on to take much, that the 
more might be left for us. She was like a mother 
in the mid ft of her children, for whofe lake llie 
was facriticing herfelf. ' Here we abode a whole 
month, notvvithftanding the perfccutions of an /"//- 
iimate friend of Guadct ; who, knowing we were 
there, feized every method to drive us away j and 
whofe cowardly appreheniions at length fo over- 
came him, that he was on the point of blowing out 
his brains for fear of dying. , , I cannot relate all 
the lies, projedl», -threats, and daftardly mancieuvres 
of every kind, by which he at length effected his 
.purpofe, without danger of betraying our aftoniih- 
ing friend : and if i could, the taie^ would ^only 
difguft. 

It is not too late to let my reader know, that, 
on my arrival in Gironde, I had written to Lodo- 
iika^toynform her, .without defcribing the great 
danger of my fituation, that, inftead of waiting for i 

her, 1 was to ufe. every poiiible method I could to .' 

come to her. After that, while at the worthy j 
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.clergy man's^ when every avenue to my rrativc city, 
fcemed fltut againft me, I wrote a fecond letter to 
my wife, in which I reqiiefted her to come andTet — 
tie at Bourdeaux*. A friend had undertaken to 
copy this letter, and put it into the poft-office 5 , 
but fix weeks having elapfed, without my receiving . 
any anfwer to it, it was plain that, either it had. 
not been fent, or fhe had not received it* This • 
rendered my defire of braving every ol^acle, to 
reach Paris, ftill more ardent. 

The critical moment arrived — ^The fetal day of • 
along, perhaps everlafting reparation, from men. 
who were for ever clofely united to me by ail-that 
is moft refpedlable in the tendereft friend&ip, the 
pureft virtue," and righteous calamity. We quitted . 
our retreat, no lefs fafe than jendearcd to us, by 
the behaviour we h^d experienced, and divided into 
two parties, which foOn again feparated. £arba-> 
roux, who had. fhared almoft every danger with 
nie, fince we left Caen, now went with Buzot and 
Pethion, though as much grieved at' leaving me, as 
I was at the lofs of him. They travelled fome 
miles towards the fca fide, to feck a doubtful afy- 
lum. How forrowfuUy did we^ bid each other 
farewel ! Poor Buzot ! he buried In the bottom of -< 
his heart deep afflidtions, which I alone knew, and 
which I will never reveal. . Pethion, the firm Per 
thion, how he was changed ! How altered was the 
ferenity of his countenance, how troubled the tran- 
quillity of his mind, fince he could no longer doubt 
of the enflavement of his country, fince we heard 
of the imprifonment of the feventy-five, and tbepti- 
nifliment of our friends ! And my dear Barbaroux, 
how much he fufFered. ^ I fhall never forget his 
laft words ; " Wherever you find my mother, en- 
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«ieav6ur to lupply niy place to her as a fon : and in 

rctorh 1 vow to you^ that I fljall never enjoy any 

thing, which 1 £hall not ihare with your- wife, , 

IhouJd we chance to meet." 

'1 here was another amongft us that ftrove in vain 

to conceal the affliction fhe fdt : this was our kind 
prote^refs. She wept, fhe bewailed the necefliiy, . 

•which obliged her no longer to expofe herfclf to 

kianger for us. " Cruel n»en," faid (he, alluding 
to her relations : " What violence they do my in- 
clinations^ I caa never forgive them, if any one of 

•you^ ■ " She could not linifh the fentence : but 
her prefentiment was too well founded : ooe of us 
was foon to perifh. 

' We {ek out at one o'clock in the morning, Gua- 
<kt, Salle, myfelf, and Valady^ from whom we 
were very foon to part. We travelled with him a 
few hundred yards, on the road to the houfe of a 
relation, on whofe humanity he placed fome reli- 
ance. What a look he gave us, when we parted ! 

'I {hall never forget it : there was death in his eyes. 
I abode, then, with Salle and Guadet, whom I 
chofe: to join, becaufe the place, towards which 
they were to bend their, courfe next day, was 
twelve miles off, on thePerigueux road, and I felt 
a certain pleafure at the thoughts of getting a little 
nearer to Paris. To reach this place, however, it 
was expedient to make a circuit round Libourne, in 
i*hich place we Ihould have run great rifk. To 
atcompliih this, we mxiR go through an intricate 
by-road, through which we were to be guided the 

' next night, by a friend of Guadet, whom a fure 
confidant was to bring us. In the mean time we 

' mfifl find a place to pals the remainder of this night, 
aiMl all aext day. And tfaeiiefbre we proceeded to- 
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Ward^ a town arlome diftance, in whole neiglibonr- 
hood thej-e were a number of caverns, with which • 
Guadet was acquainted. The iafeft of them^ 
owing to it's fize, he had told our confidant, was 
to be the place of rendezvous. On our arrival, we 
found the entrance built up. To be fure fifty others 
remained open : but how was our confidant next 
night to diicover which of them we*were in? It 
was neceflary to acquaint him of this: Guadet and 
I undertook the talk, with no little danger. We 
had a village to go through, and there were fome 
gens-d'armes lodged at the houfe of our confjdant- 
it was neceffary to awake him, without roufing thefe 
fpies ; and this we accompHfhed. 

When wc got back to our grotto, we fought re- 
pofe in vain. The cold and the damp defied fleep. 
Not till ten in the morning, did the thick darknefs 
that furrounded us begin to clear away a little : we 
then retired to the moil obfcure extremity, where 
we could fee what paflTod «t the. entrance of the 
cavern, without being perceived - Some animaLs - 
came near, fcented us^ and withdrew :• the moft 
favage of all animals came too ; but luckily they 
did not fcent us. They were men: theyftoppetl 
but a moment to eafe themfelves of incumbrancies, 
the fm«ll as well as the fight of which incommodetl 
us not a little. It indeed had been /bad for^ us, if 
any of thefe peafants, more delicate or more modeft 
than the reft, had retired to the further end of Uae - 
grotto. Woe had betided us : for w^e could iie\ier 
have determined, for our own fafety, to fpill the 
blood of a man, of whofe ill intentions towards us 
we could not be certain* Had fuch a thing hap- 
pened, we had refolved, to prefent our plflols to 
the poor fellow, and. keep him pdfooev, jtil^jw^e 
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quitted our retreat : yet even then he might very 
foon inform againft us, and thus effect our ruin. 
Of this' we were fufficiently aware : but we had de- 
termined to run. the ri£k.: for though we might ilill 
experience more ingratitude from man, we would 
not dip our hands in innocent blood. 

It is necefiary to be profcribed, to know how 
difficult and irkfome, it is, to have always your 
fteps to meafure, your breath to fetch gently, a 
fneeze to flifle, a laugh, an exclamation, nay the 
leaft noife, to fupprefs. Without havjijg experi- 
enced it, it is impoffible for any one to conceive, 
how painful, tormenting, and hazardous^ this ap-< 
parently'fo eafy rcftraiiit, becomes by continuance. 
In our iituation it was. an unavoidable eVii ; and 
even before we /had felt the pulfe of Gironde, L 
was wel^ difciplined in the exercife of it, with my. 
I^doiika, when with, our worthy original of Fini- 
fterre^ whO| for our amufement and his own, ke{tt 
ufi fecreted in a clofet, with a member of the chib 
at our fide, and a gens^ d'armes over our heads^ An 
imlu(;ky woman came into the grotto,, to put our 
dexterity in thefe points to the trial. Jn the firft 
place, being rather more modeff, fhe came farther 
in: in the next place, being feemingly troubled^ 
with an obftinatc tenefmvs^ fhe made repeated, but 
fruitlefs exertions, fo that her ftay was longi^laftly, 
as fhe was going out, fhe loft her footing, on the wet> 
and flippery ground. Stretched at length on the 
^cafy pavement, the poor old woman found flie 
was not able to rife. Long fh^f attempted it, back- 
ing her efibrts with a little foliloquy, which one 
would have thought diverting Vrcugh in any other 
iituation : yet to no purpofe ; and at laA fhe called 
out .f or afii fiance* Tiiis.fctJi brought to the place 
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feveral men, who pa fled their jokes upon hef , Tong^ 
enough, and near enough, to give us much unea- 
finefs. Things, however, cannot lafl for ever ; icy 
at length they helped the old woman- to rife, and 
went away. 

In the evening, our confidant came t9 tell us^ 
that Guadet'&yr/VW could not, that is to fay, dared 
noty travel with us four miles. Thus Guadet was* 
obliged to find out the road, which he was former- 
ly acquainted with, though never well. This- wasr 
of itfelf a difficult ofHce, befides, the terrible wea- 
ther, the rain poured down in torrents, and, 
threatened us with a worfe night, tha» the one we 
had paffed, but neceflity, £heer neceffity, impelled 
us on. I found my relblution. ftrong : repeated mo - ^ 
derate exercife iii our laft d'wieUing had cured niy 
kg ; and my ham had recovered its former fupple- 
»efs. Befides, we were travelling towards Paris : 
fbus Ifelt my own vigour revived, and even fome 
little fatisfa<Slion of mind.~ 

We fet out on the night, either^of the 14th or 
15th of November, 1793 : O God, thou markedft 
it with to© fevere ti'ials, for it ever to cfcape my 
memory. 

Yet, whither were we gojng? Twelve miles far- 
ther, Lhave faid. Twelve miles-! were we then fure 
of an hofpitable reception ? At leaft Guadet had no 
"doubt of it, and for this once I too was of the fame 
opinion, that we would have nothing to fear. The 
family of the lady, to whom he was going to in* 
troduce us, Had loiTg bean conne£led with his; and 
Guadet himfelf had extricated her, from iP" crimi- 
nal profecution, which deeply endangered her ho- 
nour, and the credit of her relations. S^zce this 
circumftance, even. long before the revolution, ibe 
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'had a hundred times told l^m of her gr^tittfde, 
and a thoufand times proffered him licr fervices. 
Befides, we alked prote«St:ion for four or five days 
only, after which period, our generous friend 
meant to receive us again, whatever might be the 
ronfequences. 

At firft, what we had feared, actually happened. 
.We loft, our way fo very much, that, though we 
iet off at feven o'clock, it was midnight before we 
had got on four miles of the by-way, ;ifi:er paffing 
through roads fo bad, that the mud, without any 
exaggeration^ was half leg deep. I on this occafion 
regretted the lofs of a ftrong fword-cane, on which 
I ufed to lean fo often, and fometimes with fuch 
weight, that at length it gave way. Our fatigue 
may eafily be imagined j but we had ftill eight 
miles to walk. Then we did not arrive at the 
end of our journey, till four in the morning, co- 
-vered with mud, wet to the ikin, and overcome; 
with fatigue. 

Guadet went and knocked at the door: in about 
•Jialf an ^hour it was opened a little way. A fer- 
vant, who had feen him a hundred times, did not 
"know him. On telling 'who he was, the fervant 
told him, iie would acquaint his miftrefs. In ano- 
ther half hour, his miftrefs fent word, that it was 
impoflible for her to grant what he demanded, as 
..they. had a comipittee of fuperintendance in the 
village: as if fhe did not know there was a com- 
mittee of fuperintendance in every village. Gua- 
det pcrfifted, and alked admiflion, for himfelf a- 
}one, m the'firlt.plafje,, if madam wiflied it, that 
he might at leaii {peaJ: to her for one moment. 
Madam anf^ered, that thiswas likewise impoffible, 
>n4 the door was flmt. . " 

We 
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We had waited an hour under fome trees, fe 
burthened with water, that perhaps they poured 
more on us than they kept off. When I got to 
this place the fweat ran off my faCe, and down 
my body, in (breams, mingled with the rairi, and 
the fouth wind which at firll we thought refrefh- 
ing, but "foon found extretheiy <harp, blew on us. 
Ever iince we had cotne to that place, our gar- 
ments quite drenched with water, were turned like 
ice-jfor my part, I was freezing with the cold : and 
- my teeth chattered in my head. '^ 

Guadet, in defpair, came at length, and told 
us how he had been received. licarce heard what 
he faid, but;it occafioned a terrible revolution in 
me : my perfpiration was completely flopped ; a 
cool fhivering feized me. I fell ienfeld's to the 
ground. My friends helped me on my feet, and 
tried to fupport me againft a'trec : but I was fo weak, 
that ev^n thus I could hot (land : fo that they were 
neceffitated to let me lie on tlie ground, or rather 
in the water. Guadet ran again and knocked at 
the door :. but they would not open it : he was ob- 
liged to fpeak through the key-hoki " A room 
iind a fire," faid he, " only for two hours : one of 
my friends is taken ill.'* This meffage was carried 
to the lady, who returned anfwer, it was impojjihl/. 
<^ At leaft give me a drop of vinegar and glafs of 
water :" cried my poor friend. But that, too, ma-^ 
dam replied, ivas impojjtble. 

Wretch ! her name was 1 ihould ! I fliould 

.tell her name^ to hpld her up to the admiration of 
thofe affaflins that now tyrannife over France. But 
no : I will leave her to her own remorfe, and I 
Jiope avenging juftice will infli^l no other chaftife- 
ment on her I may Ihe not meet, in her fifft ago* 
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^ntcs, fome monfter of humanity,, that will refufc 
her a little fire, and a oip of water ! 

I could not indeed fpeak, but I ftill could hear, 
and I tteajrd Ga2Ujet rail again it human nature, and 
bewail his fate. This tended mor^e to tlie revival 

^of my ftrength than the greatert cordials could have^ 

done. I yery foon recovered my fenfes, and was 

tranfportei with rage. ** Let us go," cried I: 

*« let Us fled: let us.Hee from mankind : let us flee 

. -to the grave/' 

Scarcely had I got up, when my Hood began tb 

-warm with oth^r ideas : I heard them talking of 
the means they purpqfed to ufe to regain their 
cave; whilft: 'my thoughts were very differently em- 

* ployed: " fhall I hide myfelf from fuch wretches,*' 
thought 1 1*** no : I will triumph over them, or perifh 
in the attempt." In the n>eah time we had got to 

^the high-ro»i', which was about half a mile diflant. 
Arrived there, I faid to them : « my friends, 
how can you gain your dreary retreat before day ? 
I am forrow to leave you in this dillrcfs : but I 
cannot aflitt you,,and 1 am determined. A hund- 
red times have I told you, that I think there are 
extremities, beyond which we ought not to drag 
on the burden of life., I have likewife as often 

*told you, that, when I wais reduced to that point 
^of diftrcfs, when I think a brave ipan may di*?, in- 

' flead of blowing out my own brains, I would fet 

^ off for Paris. I know I havt^ a very bad chance of 
ever getting there ; but it is my duty to attempt it. 

»In this way only dare I feek death: my family, 
and my friends, whom twenty years have tried, 
have ftdl this influence over me You both know 
the wifp who experts me. My fr enis fliall kno^ 
that, though the vvhole world deferted me, yet J 
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,give them this teftlmony of friendfliip, .that I 'de- 
fpaired not of their fidelity, but made one laft ef- 
fort to flee to their arms. My Lodoifka fliall find, 

Ithat when I fell, my face was turned towards her. 
If, however, I fhall prevail over a thoufand perils, 
Guadet, tell thy cowardly friends, that I am 
thenceforward in fafety, for I have ftill fome faith- 

.ful and devoted friends." 

They held me, ad\ ifed me, . and intreated mc.; 
but I would not hear them. I fooft ftripped tny^ 

^felf of every thing that could encumber me on 

•. my long journey. Stockings, handkerchief, and 

% a fuit of clothes were thrown away. My national- 
great coat I kept ; and over my hair I threw a lit- 
tle Jacobine wig, that I had preferved, and thus 
equipped, I was difguifed pretty well. I embraced 

.Guadet and Salle : I divided a few afliignats which 
I had in ray pocket book, with the latter, who was 
even poorer than myfelf : 1 embraced my friends 

.once more, and we parted. 

Thus I fet off; and the reader may now con*- 
template a fpe£lacie worthy of fome attention : a 

.man alone wreflhng with fortune, and a world of 
enemies. Yet, I err, I was in company. The 
hatred of tyrants, the contempt of. flaves, anjf 

. of death attended me. > Thy immortal afF£:6lIo^ 
thy commanding genius, Lodoifka, drew me* 

. on. Above all, unwearied providence, every one 

'. of . my' fleps was at one time "preceded, at ano- 
ther followed, , by thy protcdlion,. which is never 
refufed to innocence. 

It was four miles to AIof7t Po/tty. iht chief town 
of the diftrid:, and as it was a dangerous place, it. 

- would have bepn imprudent in me to pafs it in day 
light. My limbs were yet fo benumbed, that I 

could 
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oculd not walk very quickly. Exercife, however,; 
foon difFuled over all parts of my body that heat, 
which had only fired my head anJ my heart. My 
blood, now vvarrncd, had free circulation : my per- 
fpiration returned : I walked faft a long way ; and 
felt no fatigue. Perhaps- that- inhuman woman's 
having repulfed us, faved me from dillrefs. The 
fnn was riling whea I faw Mont Pont. Its inha-* 
bltants, to make fure work that nothing ihould come 
from Gironde without being thoroughly examined, 
had placed a centinel at the entrance of the city on 
that fide. I faw the man on duty, refting againft 
a wall, under a kind of pent-houfe, motionlefs : I 
thought he i'aw me coming, and noticed me with 
attention. Not to create lufpicion, I flackened my 
pface, and ^advanced foftly j holding my wretched 
paflport ready,- which I intended to prefent him 
with a careleis ay: •, hoping, he would juil look on' 
it, and tell me to « pafs on." He fpokenot: for he 
was afleep. The muzzle of his piece refted againft 
his ftomach, the but-end was on the ground, and ' 
oppofed my way I ftepped over it ; and that I 
might not interrupt the young man's happy ileep, 
I continued to walk foftly, without mating any 
noife. At the end of the ftreet 1 refumed my 
fcjrmer pace : which awaked him, he cried, " who 
goes there ?" 'Twice he called ; but he might have 
done fo ten times, ere I ihould have returned to 
glye^him an anfwer. 

I intended to have got on much- farther ; but I 
had not travelled above a mile, when 1 felt about 
my left heel an acute pain, which ftruck me at once, 
like a flaQi of lightning. Hoping it would wear 
oft, I endeavoured to walk on; but it became more 
acute, fixed, and extended unJer the fole of ray. 
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foo.t. It was moft likely aa infiammatory hamourj^^^ 
forming in confequence of: my cheeked perfpira- 
tion, which had been thrown upon my lungs when 
I fainted at the woman's dooi^^ and which my 
late exertions had driven to my extremities- 
Whatever was the caufe, however, it was with dif- 
ficulty I travelled another mile At a village inn I 
was ferved with a room, a good fire, and a fubilan- 
tial breakfaft, which I ftood much in need of. 

Here I found ink, and ^ good pen, which I 
much wanted. My^pai^port was, from Rennes. In 
Girondfeji^ a friend of our clergyman, an equally kind 
and fkilful pcnmany> had added to it four- diffe- 
rent vJ/aSf in as many different hands: one of thefe 
was from the ofiice of the marine clafles at TOrient,, 
another by one of the - municipal officer* of that 
town, the third from the marine at Bou^deaux, .^ 
and the fourth by. the new mayor there, fhey. 
all certified, that they h^d feen pn/s citizen Larchcr^, 
fuch was my travelling naine> and' that I was an* 
honeft Sans-culotte. Sa far, was well: btit I wantf 
ed fome vifax (ince thofe of Bourdeaux. I knew . 
the name of the prefident of the cormnittee of fu^ 
perintendance at Libourne: this I ventured to add,, 
with a hand not very fkilful in difguiling itfelf: yet. 
I did it tolerably well ;. and I aisled wifqly ; for un-^. 
lefs I had ufed this precautioii I {hould have been ^ 
arrefted twenty miles farther on. 
, This paffport, thus covered with fignatures, you . 
may fuppofe would pafs me in the villages, but for 
the towns it was ufelcfs; It was too defe<Slive for- 
townfmen always to be duped by it. The vi/a and. 
feal of the dillrift were wanting : and, every thing 
that came from Bourdeaux lyas muck furpc<n:cd ia 
the chief towns of the diftriSs and deparnvcnts, of ' 
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-which I dare fay there were twenty on my road, 
in esich of which there were fome commiffioners of . 
the executive power/ emiffaries from the Jacobins 
of Paris^ who knew me well, or what was worfc, 
mountaineers, who knew me ftill better. It was 
my bufinefs therefore to regulate matters fo as . ne- 
ver to pafs a town, except at day break> or in the^ 
evening ; and to fleep in the villages. This would \ 
be attended with the inconvenience of making 
me fometimes be fufpedted; yet even this peril was 
lefs, than, that to which 1 iliould he eixpofed, if I 
flopped in-a town. . . ^ 

This afternoon, therefore, I was obliged to tra* 
vd fix miles, in order to pafs Mu/Jtdan at duik, 
and fleep two miles beyond it. At three o'clock I 
fet oflP, a little refted, and thoroughly dry, but ftill 
tortured with my rheumatifm. Soon the pain be- 
came fo acute, that at every ftep my body was bent to 
the ground, and occafioned great exertion to raife it 
again. . The difeafed leg fwelled, burnt like fire, 
and felt enormoufly heavy. To add to my diffi- 
culty, the road was in fome places a deep flough, 
m others covered with rough flints, over which I 
walked as on burning coals. So painful was my 
progrefs, that after walking a few minutes I was 
covered with fweat, and then was forced to halt as 
long, ftanding in the greateft pain of body, and 
anxiety of mind, refting on one leg, which was 
heartily tired, hanging the other, and fupporting 
my weight on a ftaff. . Night came on, and I was 
completely exhaufled, when I found myfelf in a 
little village, a mile fliort- of Mucidan. I faw a 
little alehoufe, and I flopped at it. 

How good the people were, who kept it ! «« Ahj 
iir, you feem very iUj" They looked at my leg ^ 
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eagerly prepared the bath of warm water, which F 
dclRred ; and ran to get Tome elder flowers, at my 
requeft. They WQuld have me flip alone in a lit-^ 
tic room, becaufe they were- making ready a fupper 
for a band of noify furious revolution ifts, and iicfc' 
peribns need quietnefs. I know not whether they 
fufpefted, that I had aiiy reafons for wifliing to * 
avoid this company. In ifeort, my landlady would 
give me her own bed : it wa4 the beft i^e had> . 
and then I fliould be alone. 

I was fo tired, had fuffered fo inuch, had paffed - 
two fuch vexatious nights ; ipy leg appeared to have 
fo much need of as much reft as poffible \ my hoft^- 
' were fo attentive, their countenances fo promifing^ 
(for I believe in phyfiognomy, and fomctimes put 
a little confidence in a pretty face, and always in a. 
good-natured one,) and they took fo much care 
not to difquiet me, and to keep inquifitive eyes-' 
from me, that I thought I could not do better than - 
fpend a couple of days with them. Their atten>^ 
tion flackened not one minute; but they were care- 
ful not to alarm me with the numbcrlefs quefl:ioif»|^ 
with which inn- keepers always befet one. They^ 
only faid fometimes : " Surely, fir, you come frono; 
Bourdeaux !" and without waiting an anfwer, with*^ 
out making any further enquiries, or faying ano- 
ther word, they would lift \ip their hands and eyes 
in a very fignkicant air. Once, indeed, the 
landlady noticed my clothes, which my late jour- 
neys had rather impaired, and faid to me, " Ah, 
fir, one can eafily perceive, that yoti have been ac- 
cuftomed to drefs better than this. The compli- 
ment, however, did ,not much pleafc me ; as ^t 
hinted, that I had not yet got completely the look 
of a dirly Jacobini which I waadetennined to ^t^ 
. , ^ quire 
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^irc. n was not till toward* the e vcniirg of tlie fe- 
fecond day 1 left this houfe. I forrowfully quitted 
thofe good people ; and, on paying my little bill, , 
r felt a private dlfpleafurc at the very great mode* 
ration of their charge. 

I entered Mucidan, at duik. In the midft of 
the principal ftreet is a guard-houfe on^ the right ; 
but I flipped by on the left, whilft fome waggons 
were paffing between us. Thus I got fafe through 
, the town : but how was I to get on ? I had nurfed 
my rheumatifm to very little purpofe : for it grew 
worfe : as 1 had taken little exerdfe, the fwelling 
-was fo increafed, that it afcended to tKe middle of 
my leg, and the pain was excruciating. How un- 
lucky ! I, who lately walked fo ftoutly, was now 
deprived of the ufe of my legs, when I had them 
to depend on chiefly for my fafety* If I could on- 
ly walk four, miles in a day, what fhadow of hope 
had I left ? At the beft, ray enterprize was a very 
bold one, and this circumflance increafed its dan«> 
ger very much. Was it poflible for me to^ be more 
than two months on the road, to flop at more than 
fixty inns^ and not be difeovered ? Yet were I al- 
lowed once more to embrace my Lodoifka ! But I 
may now be too fure, that cruel fate has at length 
decreed our eternal feparation. Thus I murmured 
againfl providence : may it pardon the weaknefles 
of man ; who fo often- accufes it, only becaufe he 
cannot fee through its defigns ! 

AflTuredly I flood in need of true courage, durirfg 
the two tedious hours I took to travel a mile and a 
half. At length, having arrived at a viUage, I call- 
ed to fome peafantSj^ to flio^ nqe the inn. One of 
them led me to a mofl: wretched houTe, top like its 
imafter, who came,, grmnbling,. and opened the 
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door. Cafting his eye diftruftfuUy over me, he 
afked my guide, in his provincial diale6l, which I 
fortunately underflood, <« where did you get this 
man ?" — «< Why, faith, on the road :" replied ha 
To which the brute replied, <* Very well : wc will 
fend hrm back thither." 

I went io, and my hoft began again to fmoke 
his pipe, without faying a word ; fpat almoft upon 
my feet 5 fet hitnfelf down direftly between the fire 
and me ; and feemed to have forgot that there was 
any one prefent. But this was not the cafe with 
the little^ woman, his wife : fhe addreffed>me in a 
very infinuating tone of voice : but there was fomc 
thing fo conftrained in her language, fomething fo 
treacherous in her looks, fomething fo hypocritical 
in her demeanour, and fuch an air of malicioufnefs 
about her, that prevented my being one moment 
duped by her. I could fcarcely have come to a 
place more unluckily ; at the fame time I could not 
have been more readily put on my guard : I fo well 
arranged my\ looks, my adlions, and my words, the 
better to play the part 1 was thus unhappily obliged 
to aflume. 

Whilft breaking my omelet, this eternal prater 
ftunned me with her queftfons, which Ihe inter* 
mixed with infidious remarks. How much ihe 
fympathifed with thofe good noblemen, thofe ppor 
priefts, thofe worthy merchants, who were carried 
to the guillotine by fcores ! This • would not do* 
Then fhe began with Charlotte Corday, whofe eu- 
logy fhe pronounced, and on Marat, for whom^ 
fhe thought, hanging would have been by far too 
good. Upon this 1 feemed to fall into a violent 
paOSion, and threatened her with the guillotin'e, in 
the true jHyle of father Duchefne : and cer|:ainly I 
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exhibited a fearful pifture of a Jacobin.. Thiis dlcL 
not furprife her : (he did not yield ; biit continued- 
her treacherous part with uriceafing perfidy, and I 
per fevered in mine with equal bravery, 

We could not, however, (it up all night. I took 
the precaution to go to bs:d in my pantaloons, in 
which I kept a brace of excellent pocket piftoU *, 
and I put my dear Lodoifka's valuable prefent un- 
der my pillow. Yet, formidable as this weapoti was,, 
which, from its terrible mouth, like a cannon loaded 
with grape-ihot, I couid difcharge four ballets, and 
fifteen large flugs at a fliot, and likewife contained 
a ftrong bayonet, I depended not chiefly, on it. 
What itifpired me above all with refolution, calm- 
ly to meet each day's riiing dangers, and to hold. 
up my head amongft th« numerous crowds of. 
my enemies, was a fmall quantity of capital opium, 
the precious^ gift of my univcrfatift of Finilterre. . 
This, made up into a few fmall pills, I kept wrap*^ 
p.ed in a piece of glove, next my very Ikin ; apd^fo, 
well hid, that, unlefs I were ilripped naked, and. 
fcarched with the grftateft indecency, it was impof- 
iible to find them. Thus, in cafe of any unfore- 
feen attack, or fudden furprize, when I could nei- 
ther fight my way-, nor kill myfelf with my piftols,, 
a laft and furc refource was Left. At the bottom* 
of the terrible dungeon into whicii I iliould doubt- 
lefs be firft thrown, I fhould cfcape from their 
bloody fcafFdld, by the aid of my invifible narcotic, 
I contented myfelf with the thought, that> by bra-- 
ving th^ir rage to my laft breath, I: (hould difap*. 
point their, malice. 

The next day I was not alittk furprifeU, to find! 
I had fpent a good long nigbt in the fame place. 
It was after nine o'clock, till the landlady awaked. 
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itie, to alk whetlVer I was not ready to depart. 1^* 
told her, I was fo well fatisfied where I wa3, that ' 
Ipurpofed to dine with her: and it was not her fault . 
that ever I dined again. As I was fwallawing my . 
lail: mouthful, flie went out, cantingly faying, that 
fhe would ^ake payment when fhe returned, in a 
minute or two. In fa61:, fhe did not ftay, but fh« 
brought with her a huge country oaf, proud of liis 
magiilracy, but more embarrafied with it. *^ This 
is the citizen, our mayoi;/' faid fhe to me : " he is 
come to look at your pafTport." I produced.it with" 
a fatisfa£lory air. By the manner in which he in- 
fpefted it, I foon foulid out, that he could fcarcely - 
read. He alked where the feal was : it was flamp- 
ed, and I fhowed him the flamp, adding, that that - 
vras the only method of fealingin my country j and 
immediately I began a fine long diffcrtation on that * 
manner of fealing, pretty frequently interrupted by 
large bumpers of my landlady's thin wine, a quart 
of which 1 bad jufl calietl for, that citizen the may- 
or might honour me fo far as to drink a cup with - 
itie. I had done w-ell, and I obferved in the courfc 
of my adventures, that the epifodes were full as 
well liked as the piece- itfelf. The malignant land- 
lady perceived it too : the mayor was too well fa-- 
.tisfied with my pap^r : this was- not what flie want- - 
cd. " I will go," faid fhe, << and fetch citizen the 
attorney, fyndic of the place : he can read writing 
off hand." He foon came, and was received as 
one with whofe confptcuous merit I was well ac- - 
quainted, took a third glafs, but firfl of all was - 
told one of my laft t£iles, which citizen the mayor, 
afked me to repeat for his colleague's entertain- • 
ment. A fccon J was -the confequence of the firfl, 
and a third of the fecond,. which was foRowed by- 

feveraJ . 


feveral -Others, attended by the }ingllng ef glalTc,?! 
.and burfts of laughter, -with which my villagers' 
iides fliook. Prodigal to them, but, frugal to my- 
ftlf, although I filled their glafles every minute, I 
took care to empty my own as feldom as poffible. 
By degrees, however, I grew fcwnowhat merry, and 
became lb much, the better company. My ftories, 
. growing more arid more diverting, made the n al- 
. mofk die with laughing. They forgot my paffport, 
of which, however, I took care conftantly to re- 
mind them The landlady, who did not drink, was 
very 'anxious for its re- appearance. . Re-appear it 
certainly did, but.it difappe.ared again as quickly, 
' My duty and rtfpeEifor the people^ s mag\flrates^ brought 
' it into my hand every moment ; but the publica- 
tion of Marat's virtues, the, great atchlevements of 
the mountain, the many interefting and amufing 
"tales I told, hindered me from opening.it: with^ 
out thinking it , always fell back into my pocket- 
. book. ~ I did ncft hefitate to take it out; but it dropt 
in again very quickly. In the fpace of an hour it 
.performed this journey fifty times : fifty times they 
had a glimpfe of it, but they faw it not once. 
However it was unneceflary. The more I fpoke, 
bawled, fwore, ' guillotined, infulted morality, juf- 
tice, and public decency ; the lefs defire they fliew- 
fed to read my papers-: they could not doubt, then, 
' my being a. good French patriot. At this my 
' landlady was fo enraged : that (he went to feek ,a 
. municipal officer by way of re-inforc?ment. Him, 
too, I forced to drink and laugh, and laugh and 
drink : but as for the pafTpbrt, he, like the others, 
faw it — but at a diftanee. But the; jade would not 
give it up : had it been only to fell her wine, fhc 
would ha7e brought me all the municipality, one by 
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t)Tie. She brought two more recruits, of fuch ^ 
huge fize, that they could fhenlfelves have «mptieti 
her, cellar. Had they went on, I muft have been , 
buried in it. As foon as I faw them, I got up to 
pay the reckoning. The good wife, though fhe 
had only looked on, faw double. She counted on 
two quarts for one : I, who had to fear nothing, 
fent her a thoufand times to the devil, and offered 
her for this once my paffport ; -of which I ceafed 
not to talk, and ^ith which, I affured .my new co- 
mers, a man might go to the very bottom of hell. 
This affertion none of their predeceflbrs contradic- 
ted. The mayor, who, thot^gh I had given him 
an opportunity of reading it, had not done fo, 
fwore, that there could not be the leafl doubt of its 
^oodnefs ; though with much lefs emphafis than 
his two colleagues did, who had never read it. 
Loaded with their compliments, I paid the fcore 
already run up, and ordered another quart ; and 
as foon as I had drunk a glafs of it to the health of 
the two frelh auxiliaries, I took my leave, to the 
great regret of the company, forry to lofe fo good 
a companion^ and to the great vexation of the ma- 
licious landlady, much grieved at being obliged to 
relinquifh air hope, for the prefent time, of the 
reward of a hundred livrcs, f/\L 3/. 4rf.^'promifed 
to every informer. 

Next day nothing new occurred. I faw not Pe- 
rigueux till the day after, a dangerous place, it 
was in its neighbourhood that Valady's friend was 
arretted. Luckily the way to Limoges pafled 
through a fuburb of the town, where 1 was not 
molefted : but it was very dark, when, overcomie 
with fatigue, 1 ftopt at a hamlet, two miles further 
on, called ks Tavernes. The innkeeper was juft 
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going to bed ; but I had fcarcely afked for a lod- 
ging, when he fought to fee my paffport. As foon 
as he faw that there was no vifa from the chief 
town of the diflrifl, he called out, " I fee it is from 
Libournc, otherivife I w»uld have Jlopt you this injiant: 
but you have come paft Perigucux, without pre- 
fentiniT yoiirfclf to the magiftrates : to-morrow you 
fhall go back there." Could I but tremble ? I 
knew well, that there were feveral mountaineers in 
Perigucux ; where, likewife, all the public bodies 
had been regenerated y in Hcbert's ft vie. Yet I put 
a CTood face on the matter; faying, I faw no other 
inconvenience in my return, than that of lengthening 
niy journey, which was of fome confequence to a' 
poor fellow like me, already fo bad ; adding, that 
I thought it unneceflary, and even impraclicable, 
to have my papers attefted at every place I wenr 
through. To which my landlord anfwered very 
laconically : «' well, well ; you muft go back !" At 
length a kind of public carrier, who had an inge- 
nuous, mild, and good natured countenance, took 
my part againft the landlord 5 with whom he re- 
nionftrated in a firm yet friendly tone : obferving^ 
that although the poor man had not thought of pro- 
ducing his 'papers in every town ; it would be cruel 
to make him go back, in his prefent condition ; 
that by unneceflarily troubling travellers, nobody 
would travel, v/hich would entirely ruin tv.n-lieepers^ 
trade ^ France ^ and carriers. Our landlord, a little 
pacified by thefe words, did not repeat his awful 
fpeech : but, notwithftandi^jg of all I could do, he 
did not fty a lingle word, that tended to eafe my 
mind : I even fufpej5led, that all his behavi;;ur 
boded me no good. For fupper he gave me no- 
thing but a morfel of brown bread, and a little 

r- fm;:Il 


( no ) 

fmall wine. My honeft advocate again pitied mc i 
he offered me, and made me take the laft remnant 
of part of a fowl, which he was eating when I came 
in. We then began to talk together. I know not 
bow it was, divorce was mentioned : the good man 
at this fell into a great paflion, fwearing, that they 
fhould never make him leave his wife and children, 
I faw he was fond of them ; and a few words in- 
formed me, that this man, of good birth, though 
poor education, was led by his own plain under- 
ftanding and natural probity, to deteft the prefent 
exceffes. It was with a good deal of pleafure I 
learnt, that he was going to Limoges, with a little 
cart loaded with goods : and I intended to rife 
early enough to travel with him, unlefs the inn- 
keeper fecretly intended to make me go back to Pe- 
rigueux. The landlady, as I was going to a truckle 
bed, (he fliowed me in the garret, told; me, that [ 
muft pay her inftantly for my wretched meal^ 
and ftill more wretched lodging. Plow weak and 
ridiculous, at times, is even a philofopher ! This 
circumftance, which indeed proved, that I adled 
the fans-culotte capitally, and that I could never 
have been known to be a reprefentative of the peo- 
ple, touched me more ftrongly, than the aipproach 
' of the grf ateft perils. To confers the truth, it was 
with tears in my eyes, that I gave this woman my 
poor affignat of fifteen fous, f'jiJ.J from which 
fhe returned me five; and when Ihe was gone, 1 
could not help exclaiming, " what pains am I fub- 
jected to undergo ! to what humiliations muft I 
fubmit \\ alas ! to finifh all perhaps at the fcaffold P' 
Think how imprudent I was, and of the agony 
.that followed, when a nohe.occafioned by fome- 
,thing moving in another fort of a bed, which I had 
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iTot noticed at the further end of my garret, let me 
know that feme poor fellow was there ; wIk), if he 
were not found afleep, could not hut hear what I 
had faid'. Thi^ was my night's reft dellroyed : 
anxiety^ introduced watchful nefs : at length, the 
fever having left me at break of day, I fell into a 
ftate of ftupefadlion, which continued io long, that 
when I opened my eyes, I found my tutelary ear- 
ner had departed a full hour before j ahd my opi- 
um, which had loofened during my reftlefTnefs, V 
could not find. With what anxiety did I feek for 
t^is friend, now more than ever needed ! what I' 
endured till I difcovered it ? Perhaps of all the- 
cruel occurrences of this melancholy excurfion no. 
one made me fuffer'fo much. 

I went down ftkirs, to limp out of doors, when,. 
as I had got to the thrcfhold, the innkeeper, al- 
rtzdy on horfeback, called out to me, " I wiih you 
a good journey I lam on the yoad'to Perigueux.'** 
But beginning to refle6l on the pains he took to 
tell me where he was going, without my having 
afked him, I was anxious to know, whether he 
really had gone that way : and on looking about 
me, I could fee nobody on the way to Perigpeux, 
but I faw a man on horfeback galloping towards 
Thiviers.. At this I was much alarmed : undoubt- 
edly he was going on before to inform on me, and 
get me apprehended in the firft tovyn : I however 
proceeded, determined to afk at thofe I met. The 
ilrft, of whom I enquired whether the man on 
horfeback before me were not a tall man, with 
dark hair, about fifty years of age, in a gray coat, 
and on a black horfe, arifwered Yes ; and fo faid 
the next, i then came up to the carrier, whom I' 
law at the inn the preceding evening : he had gone 
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cm but flowly, as he had many things to take up 
by the way. Forcing a finile, I. bade him good- 
iTiOrrow, and faid : « So our landlord is away be- 
fore us." He fatisfied himfelf by faying he is not, 
Prepofleffed with my fears, I anfwered him not, 
but purfued my. journey; and a quarter of a uiilc 
farther on I met a traveller, whom I likcwiCc qucf- 
tioned as I had done the others. *' It is juft fuch a 
man as you defciibe," faid he, " but you will fbort. 
come up with him, for he has flopped at that large . 
village you fee at the foot of the hill." I could, 
now no longer doubt of the mifchief that was pre- 
pared for me by the traitor. To avoid, however, 
as much as poffible, any rifk, faid I to myfelf, L 
had better, whatever pain, and however great the 
danger it mayxoft me, return to Perigueux, and 
fliow myfelf to the municipality. No doubt I had 
better prefent myfelf in that dreaded town, where 
my feeming voluntary proceeding will beget me 
fome confidence, than be forced back to it-, by tJie. 
Jacobins of this village, where an informer has got 
there before me. Yet what an alternative ! How 
cruel the choice! and how dirty the malice that.^ 
obliges me to it ! At laft, my refolution taken, I 
forrowfuVy paced qny way back towards the town. 
I had not gone far till I met the carrier, who 
aiked if I had loft any Uiing. " Alas ! yes : my 
time and labour. I am going back to Perigueux. 
But how could you, in whom Irepofcd fuch con- 
fidence, deceive me on this occafion ? How could, 
you league with that man, who is going to betray 
me ?" — " What man ?'' — ** The innkt cper. It was 
he that rode by, in a gray coat, mounted on a black 
horfe. He is gone to denounce me 'at Palilloux, 
and has bid you not tell" me of it.'' — " It is all a 
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great miftake :" exclaimed the carrier. *< I faw. the 
traveller whom you mention: 1 afliire you it was 
not the innkeeper : if he were capable of iuch be- 
haviour, 1 would never put up at his houfe again." 
To this he added, in a tone o£. voice which falfe- 
hood never imitated, and with that look of fenfi-r 
bility, which malice never put on, " Harkye, my 
poor Iriend, 1 am forxow for you : to think that 
you mult return to i^crigueux. in your prei'ent con- 
dition, with one leg fweiied up to the very knee ! 
rcpofe confidence in me, get up into my cart, make 
yourlelf a hole amonglt the goods^ and come apd 
dine witli me at Palillbux : I promife you, nobody, 
Ihall fay a word to you while you remain with me^ 
For I will fay as I did at £ril:, you have not to me 
the look of a thief." 

What a happy alteration of circumflances ! th& 
cart indeed ihook me terribly, and at every jolt I 
was forced to hold faft with both hands, lefl: I 
ihould be thrown off: but, my leg gpt reft : 1 had 
neither copious fweats, fevere fatigues, nor acute 
pains J and then,, if the good carrier. Ihould con* . 
' tinue to protect me ! — liut 1 ihouid loon fpe.that. 

We dined together : the time feemed very fhort.. 
The more I talked with him, the more conlidence 
I: placed in him : and he, on his fide, was .more 
and more fatisfied that I /jad not..thj look of a thief. 
This ftrange trompHment,, beyond, which his eulo-* 
gies did not go, could not mils Itriking me much* 
At firft I thought it lignified, that the good carrier,, 
iiilly employed witbuhis own bulinefs^ had the good 
fortune to know no other foes.; and pjobably his 
iimple and ingenuous mind formed no idea of any 
other; but I loon found, that the landlord at dei 
Taverms. had.ts^ken me neither for an ariflocrat^. 
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nOf a Girondift, but concerning himfc^lf only about 
'h-isown affairs, he had plainly thought ire a thief. 

This w&s the reafon why his wife had demanded 
- payment from me before hand : and after I had . 

gone to bed, my carrief had inftindtively perfuaded 

the innkeeper he was wrong •, who would otherwife 

have had me taken up. My painful journeys. 

through wretched roads, and in fuch terrible wea-. 

ther, had fo changed my.figure;, and my. arriving 

at the inn at- fuch an hour ; made it not difficult 

' to account for his fufpidons. However, my honeft 

man had no reafon to repent having taken my part; 

and he often told nie, he thought I had not the ap- 
pearance of a thief. 

«« On the other hand," faid I, " I am their 
fworn eneiny." We came to au explanation. I 
went ori : "The thieves are the Maratifts ; thofe 
villains wlio guillotine tradefmen to ftize on their, 
effcdls ; and who ruin trade by the law^ of the max* 
imum, as pernicious as impoffible tb be executed ;. 
being really nothing butv giving permiflion to rob-, 
bers to ranfack warehoufes." — " Bravo !" cried the 
carrier, flapping mie heantily on the fhoulder. I 
continued. "1 am a merchant from Bourdeaux. 
I openly braved the robbers: I expofed them .pub- 
licly by their proper name : I perfuaded a number 
of my comrades to combat them : we fought with 
them a long time, with great ardour : -but at lengtlv 

. ye wer^ overcome ; they are feekipg njy head ; and 
I am trying to.eicape them>" — "Your health," 
cried he, ftriking glafles ; and, he did not drink the 
wine, but threw it down hi$ throat. Then leaping 
for joy : <^ Rafcals ! Rafcals. !" he exclaimed, " A 
parcel of vagabonds, who never wrought in their 
ifv^s, and eat up the property of thpfe that do* 
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They put my beft horfe into requiCHon, as- they, 
called it ? And loaded the poor beail ib unmera- 
fully, tb^t he was taken ill and died : He ftjood me 
.twenty good guineas. And thcji that divorce!: 
they have contrived that plan, in order to put my. 
wife in a ftate of requifition too- But we wiii fee 
whether any of them fliall rob me of my wife ? Aye, 
aye% I did wifely, in taking your part. You fhall 
travel with me. 1 am well known all along this 
road ; and in my company nobody will fpcak a 
word to you. Aye, aye : I thought indeed, you 
did not look like a thiet." 

To confirm him the more in his opinion, I pay- 
ed our reckoning ; and, begging him in future to 
pay them himfelf, I made him take an aflignat oi. 
fifty livres, (2!. w. Sd.J for that piirpofe ; which 
be did not depoiit in his pocket-book, without tel* 
}mg me again of his lofs, of his wife, and his God, 
and faying four or live times, that he knew I was 
no thief. 

On my account he would not pais the night at 
Thiviers, the chief town of a dillrift. We went 
through it early in the morning; and I, ftretched 
under the cloth wJ^iich covered the goods- in the 
cart, was not to be feen. ^dy conductor had ac- - 
quaintance at every inUi The inquifitive addrefTed 
all their quellions to him ; and he told them that 
1 was a young man from Libourne, a ftaunch friend 
jof his. In the villages, and petty towns, I did not 
vie the precaution of ftretching myfelf under the 
cloth : I rode openly, fitting among the goods, 
with my leg wrapped up in the carrier's coat, ap- 
parently much fatigued and in great pain, yet very 
bold and determined. Who, in fitch an equipage, 
90.d..un;d^r.fu(;h an appearancey could be fufpe^ed 
. , for 
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for one of the very famous profcribed reprefenta-- 
lives, purfued throughout all PVance ? I was like 
nothing but a poor volanteer, juft difmiired from- 
the hol'pital, and returning to the place of his na*- 
tivity on furlough. 

This circuiiiftanee, and my prefence'^of my mind' . 
extricated- me from a very perilous lituation, to- 
wards the evening of fhe third day. It was at Aixe-y 
a little towDj four miles from Limoges, 5 w^here my 
conductor told mu J there was no guard mounted 5 
fo I had not hid myfelf : wlxcn fuddenly, on turn- ' 
ing the corner of a llreet, we found a poft juft 
^ftabliflied. It was, a- prefent, fine weather, and 
broad day- light, the fentry was not afleep, and*, 
what was ft-ill worfe, tv enty of his comrades, fit*- 
ting at the outfide of the guard-houfe, furveyed 
me attentively. " Citizen, your paffport :" cried 
the fentry to me. Upon which \ lifted up my leg> 
without any hefitation, though with fome difficul- 
ty : ** There it is, you little b j*' faid I, adi 

dreffing myfelf to the fentry, a youth of fixteen ;:,. 
" go where 1 was, and get yourfelf wounded by 
the thieves in Vendee : then, coming back, go 
■where you pleafe boldly ; your half- broken leg will. 
be a very good paiFport !" At thefc words the de* 
lighted fans-culottes, burfl: out a laughing, clapped 
their hands and cried, *' Bravo! bravo! comrade:'* 
The little foldier, quite confounded, joined in the 
laugh : and my guide, eager to get on, plied his 
whip fmartly ; and as ' it was the firft time 1 had 
feen him. do fo, I thought it the greateft proof of 
attachment he could fhow me. ' 

The fame evening we got into Limoges. My 
conductor knowing, that 1 mult not halt at the 
inn^ took me home wth him *y where I could not (lay 

without 
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without fubjefting myfelf to danger, as his houfe 
was open to every body ; though I was flationed 
in a back room, with a good bed, which I feldom 
came out of, but to bathe my leg in a pail of w^arm 
water, which I did ten times a day. Thus two 
days went over: the wife taken up endeavouring to 
re-eftablith my health, and the hufband fceking 
fome honefi: fellow, to carry me forward on my 
journey. How thankful I w?.s to Providence, 
which fcemed to have lamed me on. purpofc 
to throw me into the arms of fuch an excellent 
proteftor ! 

At the clofe of the thu-d day, my conductor had 
not come home at his uAial hour ; when his wife 
came on a fudden and told me, with a myfteriou**- 
air, that her huiband had commanded her to bring 
me immediately to the inn in the fuburb, where 
fome carriers were that would convey me to Or* 
leans. ** No, no," faid I, " you muft be mifta- 
ken : carriers never: fet out to travel at this time c£ 
night r and it Js not to the inn in the fuburb I am 
to go. There is a guardhoufe at the end of the 
fuburb, which I mult fhun ; as my dear friend has 
already informed me. Through this diinculty he 
will conduct me himfelf : he has pledged his word 
to do fo :. I can truft him ; and I am fure he will 
not forfeit his word :" At this flie began to weep; 
confefied, that flie had begun to be. alarmed ; and 
intreated me not to vex her hiifband, by relating 
to him the little, trick by which Ihe had eudeavour- 
ed, to get me out of the houfe duriifg his abfenc.c. 

I/ittle trick, vain woman ! let it be fo : yet, had. 
I followed your advice, I Hiould have been caft 
away lu the very qjouth of the. harbour* 

Almortc 
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Almoft at that moment her huiband came in:. . 
His eyes fparkled : never had I feen his counte- 
nance fo animated ; fain would he fppak, but he 
could not. At laft he clapped both his hands on 
my flioulders, thruft his rough beard againft my 
cheek, and fqueezing my hand fo hard, that the 
blood was almoft ftarting from my fingers, he cried 
out, " it is done : you will ^depart to-morrow : an 
honeft fellow wi/I trundle you to Paris : he knows 
you are eontrahntid goods ^ and that you muft be 
ftnuggled along the road. How happy I am !'' 

Good man I how much happier would he havd' 

- been, had I told him who I really was ! Btit to 
have entrufted him whh this fecret would have been 
telling his wife, from w^hom he kept nothing fe- 
cret : and in the terrible fear this would have ex- 
cited, it is very eafy to conceive, how many other- 
little tricks fhfe might have indented. 1 am almoft 
fhre her head would have turned, and next day,, 
before I had got twenty miles on !my wayj her huf- 
band, the honeft lad, and me, would have been: 
ruined. It was with regret, therefore, I was obli- 

' ged to conceal this from my worthy friend. 

Before two in the morning, he called to me; that* 
we might have time to drink our bottle a piece, 
make a good hole in the black pudding, and fwal- 
low a difti or two of ftrong coffee above all, to pro- 
mote digeftion. Could I refufe this early break- 
faft, to which I got fo hearty an invitation ? Then 
he was fo pleafed to drink Lis glafs w ith me ! Yet 
I perceived his joy was not wholly unmingled with 
forrow. There muft be fomething more than re- 
gret at parting *with me, for thus he delivered me. 
At length I found out, that his wife, whofe ter-* 
rors had increafed, had not dared to fleep in the 

Louie 
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'lioufe tfcat night. ^* I' am very vexed at it :" faid 
he: " for as foon as I have ken you on the road, 
I muil fct off myfelf. I am going to Perigueux : 
the journey will take me fome days : and then one 
is fo defirous of chatting a little with one's wife/* 
— I am perfuaded he was as fond of her, as on hig 
wedding-day. — " However," continued be, "that 
muft be put off: I Ihall fee my wife when I come 
back, but I may n6t again have an opportunity of 
faving ithe life of an honeft man."-r-I know not 
whether the reader will be as much moved as I 
was: but I attended to him, I iilently admired him, 
ray eyes fwimming in tears. 

When we had eaten and drunk our fill, we de- 
parted : but I was firil obliged to let him ftuff my 
pockets with bread, meat, fruit, and chefnuts : he 
likewffe made me ar prefent of a pair of worfted 
gloves, and a cotton night-cap, which I accepted 
\yith a deal of gratitude, and which I ftill prefervc. 
As foon as day began to dawn, we made a pret- 
ty long circuitous tour, to fhun the guard-houft, 
and all the out-pofts. A mile further on the road 
we came to an alchoufe, where my new guide ex- 
pe^ed me. — After my good friend had given noie 
to his charge,.and a hundred times repeated his 
recommendations, he embraced me even with tears. 
1 wept likewife : but how fweet are tears of grati- 
tude ! — At length ! we bid each other farewel ! 

Farewel, thou worthy, humane, and generous 
man I fuch as all good fans-culottes ought to be, 
apd fuch they all would be, did not villains pervert 
their minds, It was neceflary th'it he Ihould be 
perfccutcd in my fad country, becaufe on his fim- 
ple and ruftic heart i% beftowed all the virtues, to 
^hich the fublimeft philofopher feldom attains.— 

Neceffary , 
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"Neceffary that he fhould be perfecuted ! — O God 

of juftice, let him find in his misfortunes all the 

leniry v/hich I experienced ! 

My new guide anfwered the charadVer exaftly fhy 
former one had given of him : an honeft courageous 
lad, well difpofed towards me. But by a iingle glance 
at his carriage, 1 found it very different from that of 
my carrier, and that I would often be in a very peri- 
lous iituation in it, and almoft always in a preca- 
rious one. In the firfl: place his carriage ^'as fo 
weighty and heavy laden, that we could not travel 
with much fpeed : and in the next place, I had fe- 
ven companions to travel with ; and what compa- 
nions were they ! feven of very difcordant 

difpofitions, agreeing in one point only, they glo- 
ried in Jacobinifm, and were not a little Ja- 
cobinized. 

Such ^vere the travellers, who were expefted, 
folely from the defire of pleafing their conductor, 
who were to keep my fecret throughout the whole 
journey, and even to run fome riik theml'elves for 
my fake on many occafions. At the entrance into 
a town, at every guard houie, at every poft, at 
every place where pairports would be fought^ I was 
to lie ftretched at full length in the bottom of the 
carevan, half my body covered with the clotligs, 
the great coats, and even the bodied, of thefe hearty 
^ mountaineers, and the other half hid under the 
petticoats of their Maratift wives. — Thus it was pur- 
pofed to pafs me every where : there was no other 
method. 

Imagine yourfelf in my place one moment, you 
will then have fome idea of the ticklilhnefs of my 
fltuation. Firfb, there were circumftances to me 
Very dangerous, under which 1 muft aflume to my 
' ■ "^ comrades 
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ebmrades tlie appearance of a rtiap who braved 
every thing. For inftance, as foon as the palFports 
had been fee n at any place, I was thought to be 
out «of danger : and as the inn where we flopped 
to dine, or to fleep, was generally the beft in town; 
and of corirfe, the moft frequented by travellers, I 
had particularly to dread meeting with fome depu- 
ty, fome tortimilHoner, fome one of thofe travel- 
lers in poft-chaifes, with moft of whom, being peo- 
ple under government, I was well acquainted. In 
ftich places, however, I was forced to appear, tran- 
quil, for had I fufFered the fmalleft- part of my ap- 
prehenfions to tranfpire, it would have been whifper- 
cd : " tltis man is well known ! is he an emigrant ? 
is he a perfon of confequqnce ?'* and very foon it 
would have been faid aloud, without referve : I was 
forced, therefore, never to take any other precau- 
tions, or teftify any other fears, than thofe of an 
-obfcure deferter, than whom I was fuppafsd to be 
nothing elfe. It had been fatal to me, if my com- 
panions had fufpe^ed whom I was : fome would 
have trembled with fear ; others would have been 
ready to tear my eyes out ; and I do not know if 
even my condu^or could have dared to remain 
firm, notwithftanding the temptation of the reward 
I had promlfed him, th$ recommendation of my 
good friend, who was his, friend alfo, and the ha- 
^ed he bore to the tyrants of the day. 

In the next place, amid the little faftions, which 
divided our company, I was obliged conftantly to 
beware of fiding with either party : it was my bu- 
nefs, neither to efpoufe the part of, nor.difpleafe 
any one, but to be civil to all, and gently make 
my way amongft them. Endeavour, by art more 
profound than that of the mo{^ experienced co-' 
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jiictte, to gain the good will of cvcry^onc, and 
jake all their hearts mine. I had not merely to 
read an enemy : but one indifierent perfon was 
ifficient to ruin me. My fafety therefore requir- 
l, that each of thefe dii'cor<lant originals fliould 
I interefted in my behalf, and very foon each of 
lem was fo. 
At fupper I held out glafs In hand with, the ca^ 

'alier j with with . They were all 

delighted with me the very fecond day. 

But thefe minutise will be forgiven me, iince ne- 
ver was man in a like fituation^ and henceforward 
i will not digrefs fo frequently from my narrative. 
During the firft two days every thing went on 
well : no one concerned himfelf about us. But by 
noon of the third, the mifhap of Aixe was renew- 
ed. I think it was at Bois-Remont.; a paltry vil- 
lage, compofed of five or iix cottages. Who could 
cxpe<ft a centinel there ? 

It had frozen, and it was ftiU very cold: to warm 
myfelf, 1 had alighted, and was walking with the 
cavalier. Qn a. fudden a centinel came. I advan- 
ced to him with a " what are you doing. tl\ere com- 
rade .? You do not feem to fweat." He laughed. 
« If you would have me a little hotter,*' anfwered 
he, ." you have only to fetch me a glafs of wine.'* 
— << With all my heart : 1 will go fetch you one." 
— I did not carry him a glafs myfelf; but I fent 
him one. In the mean time he looked over. the 
other paffports, and entirely forgot itiine. 

" Why is there a centinel in this little place ?" 
faid I to the poftmafter, who kept an alehoufe, dig^ 
nitied with the title of an inn. He anfwered, that 
as the Vendeans were increafing much in number, 
iind, advancing oa that road, they were obliged to he 

on 
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Cri the watch ; fo that, for the fpace of fixty mile 
there was a guard in every place we fliould pu 
through. On this our carrier looked grave. B . 
3jond Limoges, he had reckoned only on beir 
iearched once at Chateaux-Roux, and four or fiv 
times between Orleans and Paris, which was a vei 
fufpicious road. Thus he found there would bemoi 
difficulty than he looked for, to carry his contn.' 
band goods. On this occafion I found out, thii " 
befide being very courageous, my man had mo) 
penetration and addrcfs, than is in general to be m 
with in his ftaticn* " You manage very well wit 
thofe folks," faid he to me in a whifper, pointin. 
to the reft of the paflengers : " Go on the fam. 
way with them, and be not afraid of my flinching 
Were you the devil himfelf," added he fqueczing 
my hand, " I would carry ypu through." For this 
I thanked him, and faid, that the more his difficulty 
isficreafcd, 1 would increafe his reward. " That as 
you pleafe :" replied he: " you are an honed man# 
and I am glad. of it j but do not trouble yourfelf ; 
we fhall meet again, and then we Ihall fettle." 

We ftopped next evening at the entrance of A 
genton : but the carriage was not learchcd, the o: 
iicer only looked at the papers which were prodi; 
ced ; whilfl 1, left I ihould be called upon, lay hi 
under a heap of clothes and petticoats. I did m 
peep out from under them, till we got to the inr 
There we fpund all in the houfe full .of the aftei 
noon's news, which they' related to us, withoi ; 
much preffing. Two volunteers had been take , 
up,^ about midnighr, in a by-road near Dufaj. 
whpfe fole pa'flpprt was a permiHion, which appear 
ed not altogether formal. Ihey were kept undc* 
confinement till day, when twelve national guar». 
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took them in charge, to carry them to Argehton^, 
that they might be better examined. A httJe dif- 
tance from the town, one of them made an excuHe 
to retire for a few yards, which he, was allowed to 
do. Being on the bank of the river, he glanced 
at its depth, threw a knife to his comrade, bid- 
ding him try. to make ufe of it, and le*iped in. 
They in v^in endeavoured to fave him, and fought 
him in the water for two hours to no effedl. His. 
companion was thrown into the tjown prifon. This 
tale made me tremble, for I knew, that Guadet and 
Salle had long entertained the rafh proje<it of tra- 
velling through France with a forged permiflion,,. 
as foldicrs^ goij^g ^o join the army of the north* 
On their arrival at the frontiers, .they were to pro- 
ceed through the Netherlands to Am/terdam, there 
to fhip for America. Alarmed for my friends, I 
enquired what fort, of men the volunteers were.: 
and the defer ipt ions given m^e were nearjy fuch a.s 
I dreaded. Alas! was it really Salle, w^o fighed, 
fo near me in prifon ? and had my beloved Guadet 
found his grave in the Crcuie?! bavje never heard, 
of them lince that time *. 

Although my fpirit.was.depreffed witli this new, 
fubjeiSl of difquietude, I was obliged to aflume a. 
degree of joy. At fupper, the appetites of my ' 
companions^made them fo eager, that they did 
not perceive I could noL eat ; but tlie cavalisr foon 
found out I c^uid not drink, He had already be- 

gua 

* I am now too well mformed, that it was not in .the 
Creufe, that thty pcrifhcd, but in Bourdtanx ; in that very 
city, which had been dcfepd«dt and by thtir bravery aod. 
t^U-nts honoured. Unhappy city ! when wilt thou rear, 
flatues to them, in the place where thou trt^gtidft tjieir- 
fcaffdlijs? 
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gnn to fiob-and-nob witli me : conceive what I fuf-* 
fered. 

The next day we ran fome fifk at Chateaux* 
Roux, which was the chief town of the departr 
ment. The palVports were carefully examined : 
then one of the Jacobins on guard raifed himiclf 
up, 1 will not fay at the door, but at the entrance 
of our caravan, to fnake himtelf fare, that tlierc 
were only fix paflcngerj ; for fear fome Glrofidinc 

fhouid efcope them : fuch were his words. Fortur 
nately all neceflary precautions had been taken; 
coats, cloaks, petticoats, ftraw, bandboxes, bun- 
dles, men, women, and children, indeed hid me, 
for they covered me, and almoft ftifled me: I did 
not ftir, nor did I breathe, but my heart palpita- 
ted greatly. At length our inquifitor went off with 
a diffatisfa<5tory air, and indeed he had reafon for 

^diffatisfadtion, as, notwithftanding all his vigi:anc<;, 
a^Girondine of the deepeft dye efcaped him. 

It was decreed, that in this very town of Cha- 
teau-Roux, I fhouid begin to go through trials of 
another fort. In GironJe I was told of the event 
of the loth of Bruitiaire (O^ftober 31)-, namely, the 
juridical :ifialiination of our twenty-one unfortu- 
nate friendsj niotl of whom were -founders of the 
republic •, others were left, who could efcape ^ at 
Jeaft 1 was very willing to hope io. This evening, 
at Chateau- Roux, a man feated himfelt at our ta»- 
ble. We aiked him if there were any news. 
•«' Madame Roland has-juft been guiilotined :" faid 
he. What a ftroke for me ! 1 bore it, however, 
as well as poffible. 

The Parifians, then, had fuffered that heroic 
woman, (who herfelf, in the beginning of Septem- 
ber^ dareid to take up their defence^ .and ^ thunder 
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^ainft the afTaflins with her immortal pen,.) to d\oc 
on the fcaffold ! however, her la ft words were prc*- 
fcrved. After having he;ird her fentence, Ih^'faid? 
to- the villainous revolutionary tribunal: "Since 
you think me worthy to fhare the fate of thofe 
great men you have aflaffinated, I will try to bear 
with me to the fcaffold that courage they difplay.- 
cd.' As they dragged her thither on a v-ile fledge^ 
the mob, torpid either with pity, admiration, or.. 
fear, were filent. Here and there only a few hi- 
red wretches, placed for the purpofe, called^ out,. 
«< To the guillotine with her !" She, with gentle*'^ 
nefs and magnanimity, replied : " I am going to- 
it : I fliajl very foon b^ there ; but they, by whom 
1 am fent thitbier, will foon follow me, I go in-- 
nocent : they will deferve the punifhment : and 
you, who applaud my fate, will in the fame man#-- 
ner applaud their's." They had given her, as a 
companion in her deaths or rather glory, citizen 
L?imarche, a weak-nainded man.. By the. fide ofl 
that woman, fmiling at the approach of death, he 
was overcome, with terror. She comforted and, 
confoled hina; andi at the foot: of the fcaffold, 
with an attention; worthy of her great mind, Ihe. 
bade him "go firft ; and fparc yourfelf at leaft the 
pangs tliat.tbe fight of my blood would occafion."'^ 
Thus 1 was told fbe was gone> That wortian, 
the leallof whofe merits -was that of having united 
in herielf all the graces, all the charms, all the vir- . 
tues of. h^ fex.; that woman^ whofe rare talents 
and mafcpline virtues would . have honoured the 
greateft 'men,-^was no more. ]My.Lodoi£ka had 
loft her choice friend, her intimate, her worthy 
friend. She had momentarily embellifhed bee 
cemtry,. and ^fbught to deliver it from its chains, 
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only to be a ftriking example of the blindnefi and? 
ingratitude of mankind.— rl heard fhe had been, 
butchered ! ■ yet^ was forced to prcferve an un- 
moved, countenance, though I had heard the dread- 
ful news. To keep my countenance unmoved, did 
I. fay ? It was neceflary, that I fhould mingle with 
the cruel joy of my mifled companions: yet L felt, 
I poffeffed not the barbarous courage. When I 
heard her name mentioned, 1 could not help mur* 
inuring forth a few words of eulogy and pity. It 
was trial enough to refrain from tears. Good God !• 
what torture ! 

•The nearer we came to Paris, we met the more 
people coming from it. On this account my litu- 
ation became. more dangerous j and it became ftilL 
more painful. Searched two or three times a day, 
and the more imminent danger of being known, 
formed the fmalleit part of my ills. The news we 
were told, filled my mdnd with defpair. Two days 
after, at Vierzou, I was told of the death of Cujfy; 
who had fuflPered immolation in Gironde. The 
next day, at Salbris^ I was informed, that Manuel 
and Rerfaint had been afTailinated at Parisw In two 
da)rs more, not. far from Ferte^Lovendal^ I learnt 
the fzte of Roland. When he heard the news of » 
the death of his wife, he was no longer able to bear 
the burden of life ; and that nothing might lead to 
a difcovery of that friend, who had pro te died him, , 
he went' and ftahbed liimfelf on the high road to 
Rouen. Atnongft other papers found about him, 
one had on it the following words : " traveller, 
refpeft the body of a virtuous man." 

The tragical end of Lidon deferves to be particu^ 
Urly detailed. He was attempting to make his ef- 
Cfif^ from Gironde, to Brives^ the place of his. jta- 
i. thitjijl. 
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Iltity, he had not gone far, when getting tired, he 
wrote to a friend^ for a horfe. This wretch was 
turned a Marat i ft ; and indeed his behaviour pro- 
s ved he ought never to have been any other. Mon- 
fter ! he carried the letter of the too confident Li- 
don to the committee of fuperintendance of his com* 
mune, of which he was prefident, and fent not a 
a horfe, but two brigades of gens-d'armes. Lidon 
defended himfelf with bravery ; and after having 
killed three of them, he ftabbed himfelf. 

Such were the tales, to which I was daily obli- 
ged to liften, without takinrg the leaft notice of 
them. None but he, who has known a fiaiilar pu- 
nifhment, can form a proper idea of it. O Lodo- 
iflta ! had it not been for the remembrance of thy 
love, what could have prevented me from termin»* 
ting my tortures .^ Yet whilft I fmothered within 
my bofom (b many forrows, hoping to reach thee, 
how was I certain, but my pains were all to no pur- 
pofe ? Had you even been admitted into that Paris 
towards which 1 was flowly advancing, through fo 
many trials? Would not the bitter enemies of all- 
talents and virtues have purfued thee, fought thee, 
found thee ? Heavens ! perhaps they have already 
fcnt thee to thy grave, as well as citizen Roland } 

Such were the dreadful reflections^, that I could 
xrot, for ibme days, drive from my thoughts. I was 
of all men the moft perplexed, the moft impatient, 
the moft tired of the burden of life. Perhaps even 
.this was more of providence's mercies. Perhaps, 
^ .through the numberlefs dangers I had yet to under- 
go, before I could get to my native city, it was 
gpod that death, which was about to prel's me fo 
clofeiy, always near, ihould appear a bleffing to 
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1 had jdft pafled the frontiers of the depfartmcnt 
Ipirhere a whole people, free in its cho\ce, had fent 
me to the coavention as. its reprefentative : the ar- 
duous talk it had, impofed on me,. I had fulfilled, 
perhaps with fome courage : yet I arrived in it, a 
difguifed, proTcrlhed fugitive, happy if I would be 
permitted to pafs undifturbed. In Orleans y its chief 
town, my bittereft enemies had long dwelt. Thefe ' 
Villains, bought by the foreign faction, a long time 
without bread, and without refource, thou-gh now 
inverted with power, and wallowing in, wealth, yet 
ftiH Go;vered with contempt, hatred, and guilt, 
knew me too well \ but, a few days pnrevious to the 
3 1 ft of May, they had heard me declare my fenti- 
ments for the laft time in the aflembly, which thenr: 
retained at leaft. a (hadow of liberty. They had, 
feea me mounted on the national tribune, thun*« 
dering forth againft them and their crimes. Should: 
one of them get the flighted glimpfe of me, I was 
^nown : were I known, I- had not twenty-four 
hours to livev ^ 

The gates of the city were kept ' fhut, as necef- • 
fery for general fafety. In cbnfequence of a fearch 
that had been made the preceding night, forty 
fj-efh companions in misfortune had been added to 
the five hundred already in referve for the fcaffbld. 
Thefe, too, were all Louvetines^ and thought won- 
thy of the haftieft death. Thus in this, embarraf*- 
fing ftrait^ tnrough which I njuft pafe, my name 
alone was fufficient to febjeifi: any to death, wh© 
were fufpefled. of attachment to me. 

After having gone through the ufual examina- 
tdon, to the dant^er of which I was nowaccuftomv 
ed, we were allowed to, enter the city. I was in?^ 
d^ed inigaUent to get out of it j but the unlucky 
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carrier had parcels to deliver, and likewife parceh 
to take up. Four hours we ftaid with impunity in 
this place, where I could not without rafhnefs re-- 
inain ten minutes. 

We at length ftt out. We were flopped, paiT- 
mg the barrier of the bridge. " Our paflports have 
all been feen :" cried the cavalier. «* That is not 
the point in queftion," faid the officer on guard : 
«< let every one alight." — •« Why ?" a£ked a trades- 
man's wife — " Let every one* alight :" repeated he, 
in a more commanding tone. 

They were obliged to obey the order. And the 
men came out. *^ fhis will not do :" cried the of- 
ficer : " the women mud come out too ; there are 
men, who can eafily put on women's clothes. " . 
** I affure you their pajSports have been fliewn at 
every guard-houfc and port, and are perfeftly 
agreeable to form :" faid the carrier : but the poor 
fellow's voice was terribly altered. How I com^ 
jpafiionated him ! how angry was I at myfclf, for 
having brought him into this dilemma. The ofc- 
ficer replied : ** who talks of paflports ? I do not 
want paflports : / mufi fee fac^s. We knofVy what 
you do not** And a third time he exclaimed, but in 
a threatening voice, *' let every one. alight." i^o- 
this, after a moment, he added : « let nobody ftay 
Dp: I give you warning, I fhall look in. You 
women, there ! you women !*' 

I now thought my labours would foon be at aft 
end. '« I had probably been recognifed fome- 
whcre :" thought I. " 1 have been denounced : 
and no doubt they expelled me. Yet I would do 
well to ftiow' mylelf, for all thefe honeft people's 
fakes ?" This thought no fooncr entered my head, 
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43i%ir it ^aniihed : for how would my (howirig my- 
ielf have benefited them ? Would they have been 
lefs culpable in my perfccutors eyes, becaufe they 
had. not got me conveyed to Paris ? The adventurous 
undertaking was fo far advanced, that, even for 
their fakes, it was my duty patiently to await the 
end. 

The women, who alighted, in taking with them 
petticoats they could not leave behind, ha4 left half 
my body uncovered. Quickly, but without noife, I 
threw a little ftrawover my legs and belly, and the 
cavaliers great coat which he had left behind. I 
then pulled over my head and breaft again, in the 
beft manner I could, the bundles and band boxes, 
under which they had .before been buried. Then I 
peaceably drew my piflol from my bofom, where 
I always kept it, and placing the muzzle in my 
mouth. I gave one figh to my ever dear country, 
one tear to my adored wife, one thought to that 
providence which requites both good and evil, and 
looked for my laft moment. O how flow was its 
approach ! how long did a moment then appear ! 

Seven or eight minutes, ,to me half an age, pain- 
iiiUy dragged on, whilft the cruel inquifitor fcru- 
puloufly examined every face. At length he cried : 
^f is there nobody elfe in the vehicle ?" and at the 
fame time he jumped in. I both heard and felt 
him enter. He placed one of his feet on one of 
my thighs. His hands tumbled over the large pac- 
kages heaped behind the back-feat : he flruck the 
feats with- many Mows, at the foot of which I was 
lying among a number of little bundles. Protedl- 
ing God ! his feet could not feel me, his hands 
•could not touch me, his fearching eyes doubtlef^ 
pafled over me^ but he did not fee me. Had h^ 
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ftooped the leaft way, had he looked upwards from 
below/ had he deranged a few ftraws, or lifted up 
the flap of the great coat, all would have been o- 
ver with xne, my {>i(lol would have been fired, I 
ihould "have £Led from Lodoiika and my country, 
and plunged into immeaflirable eternity ! 

*• Faith, we had a nice efcape !" exclaimed the 
carrier to me, 'yet pale and faint, though we had 
been a full xjuartcr of an hour from the bridge. 
The cavalier, whofe voice faultered too, afked jnc 
why I did not fhow myfelf, as they were not exa- 
mining paffports. I had heard an indiftinft found j 
but, as my head was buried among the bundles, I 
knew not properly what was faid. The reader 
will fee this falfehood was neceffary : as they would 
have thought it very fingular, that I would not 
knowingly let my face be feen ; for I coidd not pre- 
tend to fuppofe, that a particular defcription had 
been fent thither of me, a mere deferter, and that 
the fearch after flich a poor fellow could have been 
of fuch importance. It was likewife neceflary a- 
bove all things to avoid the fufpicion of my com-- 
panions. 

I was jufl: going to xjuit them at Thoury. Long 
1 hefitatcd, whether I Would ttrike off to^he right, 
and go through Pitkiviers to Nemours ; where Lo- 
doiika might Jiave retired, and where I imagined •! 
had ftill a number of friends. I did not, however; 
prevented by my good genius : for I have fince 
learnt, that feveral of my unfortunate friends were 
imprifoned, and the reft fled. The dreadful fpirit 
of Maratifm had gained over, /// ft*s own way^ fif- 
teen pr twenty turbulent perfons, in that little 
town, in which I had long -feen the moft peaceable 
difpofitions prevail* There, «s elfewhere, tiiaft 
. > . ; bands 
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bandTufed by terrour. As I hud formerly dwelt 
fomc little time in that pleafant fpot, man^ of its 
tyrants were perfe(^ly well acquainted with my per- 
fori ; and had I appeared there, I doubt not but I 
fliould have been apprehended. 

How near being fo was I at Etatnpes ?• In the 
firft place, the fearch was very ftridl : though left 
alarming than that at Orleans, very like' the one 
we had undergone at Chateau-lloux, but more tire- 
fome. At Chateau-Roux, ^n over-curious Jacobin 
mounted the ftep, and put his head into the carri- 
age. In this poiition he read the p^affports : after 
which, looking round, and reckoning by his lin- 
gers, he was a long while before he could fatisfy 
himfelf that th^re was as many paflports as paflen- 
gers. 'Then, after he had counted them over two 
or three -times, he afked, whether there were no 
one eWe in the carriage : but they were very care- 
ful not to tell him, that there was yet one thin per- 
Ton, who wiflied he had been a great deal thinner, 
was almoft fmothered under thofe whom he had 
reckoned, that two women trod on his legs and 
thighs, whilft his'breaft was pre fled with the whole 
weight of a girl, and his head cruftied by a fcldier's 
knapfack. He was not told it, yet it is a wonder 
he did not perceive it, for he very often leaned on 
the knapfack, to balance himfelf. 

We got through at lenr th : but we found there 
iBras a confiderable ftir in the town. The principal 
ilreet was filled with foldiers : the drums bteat a 
march : a perfon on horfeback, to whohi the mu- 
nicipality had juft made theii* obeifance, was paf- 
fing the ranks, tb receive the -lalutation^ of the 
troops. To add to our difgrace, the carrier was 
ordered to flop, till the ceremony was finilhed; 
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and the cavalier's wife, being extremely curiotjSt 
perfifttd in keeping our curtains undrawn. I hid 
myfelf as well as I could, that I might not be feen 
by the multitude, of which one fingle man was fuf- 
ficient to ruin me. 

In the mean time our carrier had learnt the 
caufe of the ftir. It was a mountain-commiffioner, ' 
who had been fome time in the town, which was 
the chief of the diftri£b, and was to go this evening 
to Arpajony\n order to reach Paris the next dayj 
and the commune could not let him depart, with- 
out fhewing him fome mark of their attachment. 
They hoped to kjep him a few hours longer, as - 
certainly he would take a parting bottle or two with 
the Jacobins of the town. And who was this Ja- 
cobin ? ■ 

One of the moft daftardly exterminators^^ as 
cruel and furious as any in the whole mountain ; 
and of courfe he was a mortal enemy to me. It 
^as ! 

Thus, after we had been fix months together la 
the aflembly, we met in the fame town, in the 
fame fpot, and I may fay, almoft face to face. Yet 
what a contrafti I, for having willingly facrificed 
perhaps fome talents, all my fimple plealures, all iny 
favourite occupations, all my fondeft attachments, 
my relations, my friends, and even my beloved 
Lodoilka, for the good of mankind, found myfelf 
a fugitive, clad in .poverty, forced to j)ra£tife tljje 
moft humiliating and meaneft expedients, and 
threatened with the death of a criminal : whilft he 
bafe, ignorant, corrupt, cowardly, ambitious, like 
jthe reft of hi^ defpicable faftion, found hinifelf 
iurrounded with honours, regarded with refpe^St, 
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an cf enjoying the favour of his conftituents. Igno** 
rant, wretched people ! 

Had that knave, prompted by his malevolent 
genius, came biJit two fteps nearer that open cara- 
van, from which I heard the found of his march, 
what a prey would he have- taken ! what an agree- 
able prefcnt for the foreign courts, and the tyrants 
of the mountain ! 

On this occafion I found that my conduftor, 
ever fince t;he adventure at Orleans, if he did not 
think himfclf certain, at any rate, had a ftrong fuf- 
picion, that I was a perfon oif fome confequence- 
When the whole proceffion had gone by, he faid, 
fixing his eyes 'on me very fignificantly, " here, is a: 
pretty hurly-hurlyy flrall we continue our march ¥* 
On account of my companions, 1 afFefted indiffe- 
rence, and carelefsly aniwered : " there is certain- 
ly a deal of people here \ they will, without doiibt, 
all dine at the mns to-day ; and it is very like we 
fhall get nothing to eat at the one where you put 
up.*'—" That is juft what I thought,'* faid he,r 
^ you are very right :" and at the fame time, not- 
•withftanding the murmurs of the foldier's wife, 
vho would have had no averfjon to difplay her 
charms in the crowd,' his whip gave the fignai for 
proceeding. 

Thus v/e went on four miles farther, to Etr^hij 
^here, though a little village, we fat down to table 
ivith ten other travellers. Some had come from 
T'oursj others from Orteans^ feveral (rom-ToulGufey and 
a Parifian artillcryrtian from the eaftern Pyrenees, 
where he had left an arm. Fhey were all on their 
way to Paris ; as we approached which, we came 
up to people of all fdris more frequently, and in 
greater nunibei:s. Am I certain that none of them 
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me ? How was it, that I was not denou«ced ? It- 
was not thy will, infcrutable Providence •, for wha^ 
purpofe, then, haft thou referved me ? 

I had juft begun to eat hearty, as I was pretty 
well appetifcd, when I heard the ftreet refound with, 
the cry of " long live the reprefentative of the peo-^ 

pie ; long live -r-t !" We were in a room orv 

tlie firft floor, for the parlours were full of the vil- 
lage fans-culottes ; fifty or fiJtty wretched figures,, 
who expected, the reprefentative, glafs in hand^. 
Dextrous at feizing occafions of the meaneft fcduc- 
tion, he would not gru<3ge to pay for a few hun- 
dred bottles as he pallV.d by, nor to Hop a little to- 
take a part. Perhaps, too, like foaie of his ftamp,^ 
prompted by an inftinftive propenfity to act the 
f^jy, even more than a defire of popularity, he 
would fhowhimfelf at the travellers' taiile. Should- 
this happen, I had determined how to a^. 1 lif- 
tened attentively. If. I. heard any one coming up, 
with a buftle, 1 was to quit the company, under 
pretence of a preffing neceffityi and keep out of 
iTie way a few minutes.-^ This fudden ftcp wouldr 
be attended with fome danger, as it might create, 
fufpigioH : I- was aware of this, but I had no othei: 
refource. 

It: was, at prefs^ut, a falfc alarm. They had mif- 
taken afervant, fent on before, for the reprefenta- 
tive. But if the courier had. pafled, it was likely 
the mafter was not far behind : at leaft they firmly 
believed it fo, at the inn, and every moment I 
heard a " there he is ! there he is !'* You may., 
conceive the terror of mind, in which I finifhcd,.^ 
Qr rather did not finifli my dinner, evrry article of 
which, perhaps very good, appeared to mu, from that 
lime, very bad. T-o 'n^y. great confolr.ticui, we had 
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5ft length dined; and a few hours after, we got 
into Arpajon. 

The inn-keeper, though he ufed to^ lodge our 
Gondudlor, refufed to accommodate us. Two dili- 
gendes had got in before us : befides, the reprefen- 
t<ativc of the people, and all his retinue^ were to fup 
' and fleep there. " I cannot go farther," whifpered 
the carrier to me, looking forrowfully: " it is dark: 
Lonjumeau is yet fix miles oft; and one of my 
horfes is lame. I will go and try the other inns." 
They were all full. « ? am going to infift on 
being received here :" faid he to me : " They muft 
get me lodgings ; they are obliged to do fo. But 
I am not a little troubled on your account !'* Then 
looking at me ftedfafUy, he added : " this deputy 
knows you, perhaps ?" — " Probably he does : at 
leaft I know he has often reviewed Our battalion." 
— " Aye, aye :" replied he, fhakirtg his head : 
*« I undcrftg^nd you." Then, after a moment's 
confideration, he faid: "You have fubmitted to 
many hardfliips of late, I believe, which you are 
not ufed to : -could not you lleep to-night in the 
ftable, upon ftraw ?" — " A good thought— ye^ it 
would look fufpicious \ — What would not the reft 
of the company think of it?— no : it will not do — 
_go you to the inn-keeper, prevail upon him to give 
ufr lodgings, and leave thi; reft to me." 

He was obliged to admit us: but he warned uar, 
that we Ihould certainly, be awaked before mid^ 
night, and muft then give up our beds. Supper 
we ftiould have immediately, at the travellers' table. 
Here likewife we had perions from Orleans and 
Tours, with others from Anjou and Ppitou, and 
three Pariiians. Thefe were far too many. Im- 
mediately, I was feized with a violent head-ach4 
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notvvith'ftanding my bad dinner, Iwas contenfed-; 
with a chop, which was foon dreffed ; and then I 
chofe a forry room neareft the £l?y, and the worft 
of all the bad beds ; fatisfted, that neither the ^-e-^ 
prefentative of the people, nor any of his. retinue 
would difturb me, till they could not get another 
- bed in the houfe. . "Tired and ill as 1 am," faid I. 
to the fervant, « I had rather *do my befl to lleep 
on this mifcrable bed, than be obliged to rife again 
in two hours time, and fpend the reft of the night 
in my clothes." The chamber-maid, thonght I ac-. 
ted wifely j and my anxious friend the carriLr, who 
watched attentively all my motions, fqueezed my; 
hand, telling me it was a pleafure to ferve a man, 
who has all his wits about him like me. 

Wearied out with the alarms of the day, I dif-- 
courfed very learnedly with my holfter^ on the trou^ ^ 
bles of life, and the comforts of deatli. I had the . 
means of the latter. in my power; for I had fatis-. 
fied mylelf, that my opium was fafe, and my piftol 
in good order.- Thus refigned, I flept foundly. . 
"When I awoke, I did not alk, whether the repre- - 
fentative of the people and his retinue were come. 
Day had not dawned when we fet out, and at that 
time my enemy furely would uot think of leaving 
h^is bed. 

At Lonjumeau, fo violently Jacobinical, we un«- > 
derwent a more threatning examination than that^ 
we came through at Etampes..- The event, how**-, 
ever, was the fame : the, fame malignance and ftu-? 
pidity on the one fide ; the fame boldnefs and fuc^ 
<?efs on. the other. Our, dinner,, at- the Cro'isc de 
BermtSi gave me great uneafinefs.' There was a^ 
large company at table : one of the guefts^ who had 
b^ep. cpnfidcxing mc very attentively, faid to the 
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lai^dlord, (I do not remember on what occaf5onJ m. 
what I thought a very affe^cd voice, " Do you 
take mc for a writer of romances. I do not. deal 
in romances, for my part," This he faid ftvtr^l. 
times. Did he intend to allude to my Fabulus ? 
Whatever he meant, he whifpered a few words in. 
a friends ear» who immediately began to hum iome 
of the verfes in one of my well-known romances; 
« Is it fear or indifierence .'* 

r 

« I wife 1 could guefs." 

• • ( Eft-cc crante, tft-ce indifference ? 
Je voudrois bitn le dcviner.) 

Were thefe lines introduced, by mere chancer But 
cvea if tkcfe two men did know who I was, 1 had 
no great ground for alarm. My enemy would not 
have told me by raillery, that he knew me. Thus,, 
iljy reafon revived my courage, and I ventured to- 
wards Paris* 

We dreaded the fearch at the barriers, and took 
a, number of ufelefs precautions againll it, for we., 
were fuffered to pafs without having a lingle word 
faid to us. \ii- Enfer ftreet I repeatedly thanked. 
my fellow-travellers, and under th$ walls of the Char" 
treuxy a. very unfrequented place, I was. fet. down. 
" Honeft freind," faid I to my, conductor, «*you 
have had fomc danger ; but between God and our- 
felves, I aflbre you, you have done a good adVion, . • 
Why am I not able to reward you according to my. 
wifhes !" I jgave him all the livres in a£ignats I had 
' left, which amounted to one hundred, (4/. jf. 4^.) . 
and which I had promifed him ; and I added to 
them a gold watch worth fix times more, faying, I 
would not forget him, when we met again, if ev^r 
that happened. " Fof your fake, not for mine, I 
wiih-itmay," .faid. he, ," I fhould have been Satis- 
fied^ 
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'Bed, had you given me nothing." He fqueezef 
my hand, and would fain have embraced me, but 
I made him a fign, that it would be imprudent,, 
and walked away. 

A tavern was near, at which I remained, whilft 
the cavalier went to get me a hackney coach. He- 
foon brought me one, into which I Hepped. Thus 
yras I, alone, in broad day, at tWo o'clock in the 
afternoon of the 6th of December, going from one 
epd to the other of that ungrateful city, in which 
1 had fo many weak partifans, and fo many bitter 
enemies. 

There, however^ I hoped to meet with my Lo- 
doifka; or were fhe not there, I fhould at leafl: 
hear where fhe was to be found, and what other 
xlangers I had yet to encounter, before I could em- 
brace her. I was on my way to her friends ai\d 
mine, ourTurc, our devoted friends, whofe affeftioa 
tad been increafing for twenty years. No doubt,, 
they thought me for ever loll ; they would flied 
tears of joy, when they, fhould fee me. Why then 
did not my heart expand with joy ? What was the 

■ meaning of the pain^l prefentiment, which afiiic*^ 
ted my mind.? 

The greatefl peril yet awaited me, at the very 
place where I fought an afylum. ^My intimate 
' , friend had removed from that, dwelling* Having no 
fiifpicion of thb, I had difcharged my coach at the 
corner of the laft ftreet, and went to knock at that 
door which I knew fo well. A little boy of (even 

. or eight years of a;ge, whom I recoenifed to be the 
fon of a deputy, who had frequently brought him 
to the national afiembly, came and opened the door 
to ihe. ** What is the meaning of this ?'* cried I : 
«< is not this citizen. Fremont's i" (Let me be al- 
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lowed thus to hide tlie name of the friend, for 
whom I inquired.) The child anfwered " no.'^— 
« Who lives here, then ?" faid I to him — « My 
papa: here he comes." — In fa6l fome perfon was cq- 
mhig from the adjoining room. I aik^d no more i 
but ran xlown ftairs, through tlie court, and into 
the ftreet. A fervant was going into the houfe : 
I enquired of her, where citizen Brcmont now li* 
ved : and when ilie informed me,. 1 repaired thi-^ 
dier on foot, with my face expofed. Luckily it 
was not far, and I flew, rather than walked. 

I reached the houfe, and the door of the iipart- 
ment,- to which I was dirtcled. The f^r^ the- 
only voice, that I heard, was that of Lodoi^a. I 
ruflied in: fhe fcreamed out, and threw henfelf at 
my knees, embraced them, rofe, preiTed me to he^ 
bofom, wept, and funk in my arms. I feared no-* 
thing : for her tears were tears of joy, of cxtafy j. 
of that extafy wjtli which I am agitated, whit h fiiU 
my foul as well as her's, which mingled t-ogetheip- 
£^r iighsand fobbings. O God ! thus was I com-, 
pletely repaid for all my misfortunes, amply rcr- 
warded for all my labours ! 

The miflrefs of the houfe, the nephews, th«! 
niece, all ran to us. They embraced me, they* 
wept witli us^ This fcene was indeed grateful t^. 
my heart, but it was of fhort continuance: at length 
it was perceived, that I needed charge of linen, of, 
drefs, and that I was prcfitd by wants of every, 
kind. I was flitwn to the moft retired chamber 
of the apartment: it wa.s that of Lodoifka: (he ancj- 
1 went into it. No one followed iis ; apparently 
from the delicacy of friendfliip. O my wife ! my 
adorable wife i v^ho could paint the tr^nfports thf 
carciTcs bcftowed en iT-e ?. i k<,\e. ihcm to be ima- 
gined 
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-gined by them, who like us have feJf the flame' <3f 
rrue love. 

So many journeys, however, fo many fatjgue5> 
fo many dangers, and likcwife that grateful joy; 
that vivid happinefs, which fucceedcd them, ex- 
haufted a feeble body which could not fupport fuch 
agitations. A bed was ready for me, and that was 
the bed of my wife; fhere at length was I delight- 
fully to repofe a bead, which came through fucli 
various perils. My wife had gone out for a few 
neceflaries, of which I ftoocl in immediate want, 
but fhe foon returned with a dejected countenance. 
«< We are almoft alone in the houfe,^' faid fhe to 
me : " the young people are- gone out. 0ur jiiecc 
too : fhe took her cloak iri my prefence, and did 
not^ven bid me fareweh I dare fay fhe is gone but 
a little way off; and will foon return ; but could 
fhe not have ftaid one moment ?" — ^I, not in the 
leafl fufpicious, repeated after my wife, " no doubt 
fhe willfoon return." 

But fhe did not return : we were both miflakeivr 
that young woman, fo engaging, fo dear to me^ 
who had 5een brought up under my own eye, for 
whom my wife had conceived fo tender an attach— 
ment, and who in more profperous times we did 
intend to hav€ adopted for our own cbtld, was gone 
not to come back. Daflardly fear had begun to 
curdle the heart's blood of all around us: fhe alrea- 
dy abandoned us: fhe, wjiojq^ we intended to make 
©ur own daughter, left us, never to return. 
Since that time my wife has ieen her but once ; I; 
never 4 but let whatever come about, 1 will never 
fee her again. Ungrateful girl, fhe, ahove all 
others, has henceforth clofed my heart to friendflilpw 
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It was half after ten, and I was found aileep^ 
'When my wiffe came, and faid to me : << O ray 
friend, fummon up all yjQur courage, for you ne- 
•yer had fo much need of it. I have ' to announce 
to you the moft cruel, and unexpedled of all your 
misfortunes. Bremont, who is juft come in, gives 
you only half an hour to quit his /roufe. I repeat his 
own words to you. The companion of your fa- 
ther in his infancy, who ha^ known you from the 
moment, of your birth, our friend ever fince we 
have learnt what friend fhip is, refufcs to proteft 
yoU) is afraid to- fee you, . fends to the fquare of 
the revolution ! — Colledl all your ftrength ! 

Is it really poffible, am I awake ? Is it not only 
a frightful dream, that difturbs my mind ? I ex- 
claimed, endeavouriug to collect my fcattered 
thoughts, to roufe all my faculties : I could not at 
firft credit the teftimony of my, ears and eyes : ten 
times I looked around me, and fel^the things that 
were within my reach, to fatisfy myfelf that I was 
awake. At length, I found, too fure, that I had 
not the happinefs of being in a dream, it was really 
my wife, who flood before me ; ^nd it was (he that 
uttered the cruel words I had juft heard; for I faw 
her motionlefs, with grief, her eyes fixed, too much 
moved to get any relief from tears and flriving to 
fupprefs her groans. My unutterable furprife was 
' quickly fucceeded, by the moft ardent imagination, 
juft burfting forth. Lodolfka plainly perceived it. 
<* I depend only," faid (he to me with a tender voice, 
** on your courage. One confolation, however, re- 
mains to me. You are no longer in Gironde, totally 
deferted, and alone. You will not have to fuffer the 
pang of dyings far from me, nor fhall I have that of 
feeing you die : for we (hall die together." Her foft 
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accent, and bold words, calmed my diforderly agi- 
tation. I was already of opinion, that fonie pri- 
vileged, faithftil, generous, and magnanimous be- 
ings, {\i\\ exift. Already I niore tranquilly cherifli- 
td the indignation I was infpired with, at the cow- 
ardice of man. 

To be feniible of the barbarity of this order to 
quit the houfe in half an hour, it muft ht remem^ 
bered, that after the beating of the retreat, or, 
^'hen the clock has ilruck ten, every one found in 
the ftreets of Paris is taken to the next guard-houfc, 
where he muft produce his card of furety^ on which 
is written his name, that of his fedlion, the place of 
his abode, with a defcription of his perfon. My 
old card, with my own name, could not now be 
ufed ; and I had no other, that would ferve mc, 
as Bremont very well knew: to drive me out of 
doors thus, as my wife obferved, was putting me 
on the fcaffold. 

*' Wllat my friend, are we to do now ?" contN 
nued Lodoiika. I anfwered her with a calm and 
determined voice, " tell him from me, that I ought 
this inftant to crawl to his door, and fhoot 'myfelf 
on his Ihrefliold. Let him not be afraid, however: 
he (hall be fo happy as to learn, that I died with- 
out bringing him any trouble. Yet I think the 
dangers I have run, to throw myfelf into his arms, 
give me liberty to demand a few hours refpitc, and 
to have feme time for recollection, before I put aft- 
end to my fad fate. Tell him then pofitively, that 
nothing on earth Ciall carry me from this houfe 
alive at this hour-, as nothing fhall hinder me from 
leaving it, with the moft proper preparations, to- 
rn jrrow evening at fcven o'clock. If fear has com- 
pletely turned his brain, let him fpend the night 
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•elfe where ! fome one, who has been his friend for < 
thirty years, will take hina in for one night, as he 
is nt)t prolcribedl he may then infift, exclaim, and 
threaten. If fo, add, that there is only one me- 
thod, by which he can make me quit this place, 
before the time 1 have appointed : after the lefibn 
he has taught me, let him teach me another ; let 
him go himfelf, and inform upon me; let him 
bring my murderers to me, rather than fend me 
to them." 

He knew I was capable of keeping .a refolution I 
had formed. When my wife had communicated 
-^his one to him, he turned pale, immediately went 
out, and came not home again till the day after we 
left the houfe. 

Loxloifka, however, came not back to me alone. 

Mrs Bremont came with her to confole me, ac- 

x:u(ing her hufband of inhumanity. The necef- 

iity of abandoning me, to obey him, Qie faid, 

wounded her deeply. What would become of 

me ? She bathed me in tears. I was furprifed to 

fee l^doilka fo indifferent to fee the proteftations 

of fricndfhip (he laviihed on me. When (he had 

left us, my affli6led wife explained to me this cruel 

myftery. She had every reafon to think, that it 

was Mrs Bremont herfeif, whofe influence over 

•her hufband we both knew, and whofe power was 

greatell when ke was in fear, had perfuaded him, ^ 

iveak as he was, to ufe his endeavour to turn me 

•out of doors. Then, indeed, we only ftrongly pre- 

fumed it.; but fince we have been aflured it really 

'^as the c^fe. What an execrable aflTemblage of 

barbarity, falfhood, and treachery ! O Guadet f 

'I^Oor Guadet ! cried I : you complained of your 

friends^ did you but knbii/ niiiiet' 

S Yet 
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Yet in the mid ft of thefe horrors Hymen cohfe- 
crated one night to Love. Yes, Hymen : for was 
it poffible that any contract could be more facred, 
than that which we had figned, and to which we 
had fworn, before our unhappy friends ? To what 
civil authority could I, under profcription and 
wretchednefs, prefent myfelf, and acknowledge a 
legitimate fpoufe ? At the time when Ihe united 
herfelf to me, we could find no altar in our cruel 
country but the guillotine. 

Alas ! would this happy night be fucceeded by 
ethers like it ? Was not the terrible day approach- 
ing, when the delightful ties, by which we were 
but juft knit, would be broken by that, which on- 
ly could diflever them ? ** One comfort at leaft re- 
mains," faid my dear Lodoifka, <* of which we can- 
not be bereaved : we fliall die together. In the 
mean time, attend to my pUn. To-morrow I will 
endeavour to get a lodging in this remote quarter: 
1 will take it in my own iiame ; and you fhall come 
* to it. I know, that the neighbours will be very 
inquifitive to ^know who is the new comer: they will 
foon difcover who I am; and then, even if I fhould 
not be fufpe<Sted of protefting you, to find in me 
the friend, the lover, and the companion of the 
labour^ of Louvet, will be Sufficient reafon for 
them to condemn me to death. To punifhment^ 
however, they fhall not carry me; with you I know 
how to fliun the icafFold. In the mean time ob- 
ferve, we fhall gain a week, perhaps a fortnight^ 
nay, poflibly a month. O my friend, how much 
more of life cannot we enjoy in that Ihort fpace, 
than many, who die of old age ? Like St Preux, 
you and 1 may fay, < we fhall not leave this world, 
•without having taiied happinefs.' " 

I clafpcd 
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r clafped her in my arms, prcfled her to my 
heart, devoured her with klfles, whilft my eyes 
(hed tears of delight. " If, however," faid I to 
her, " it be not impoflible, but fomc future day 
life may be lefs burdenfome to you, without me, 

if time*'-^^ " Whence this fufpicion ?" exclaimed 

fhe, interrupting me : " how have I deferved it ?" 
She broke from me, clapfed her hands, and raifed 
her eyes to heaven. " No, I fwear, that without 
you, life is to me a torment, an infufferable tor- 
menl ! Alone I fhould foon die, I ihould die with 
defpair. O let us, let us die together." 

I could not get myfelf prevailed on to pafs over 
this detail, which perhaps maybe thought tedious: 
yet let me be excuied for it, fince thole moments 
weje the moft delightful, yet melancholy of my 
life. 

Next day, before feven in the evening, the brave 
young man, who had received me before my de* 
parture from Caen, came and took me home with 
him once more. He could lodge me only three 
days : fome Maiatifts lived on the fame floor with 
him : and the wall, which feparated the two apart-r 
xhents,. was fo thin, that the leaft motion in the 
one, could be heard in the other. A female friend 
of Ix>doiika then took me in, but flie was fo much 
frightened in the courfe of one day, that my wife 
was obliged to fetch me the day following, though 
the hiding place fhe was preparing for me in her 
new lodging was not yet iiniflied. 

My Lodoifta's delicate white hands had never 
been accuflomed, as you may fuppofe, to. handle 
the plane, the faw, or the trowel ; yet, in five days 
more, flie finifhed, without the leall of mv affii- 
tance, which my fhort-fightednefs rendered me to^ 
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'tally incapable of giving, apiece of joiner's work. 
and mafonry, on fo corredl: and neat a plan, that 
her firft attempt might have paficd for a flnifhed 
work of a mailer. Unlefs feme one were known 
to be hid in that box, which appeared to be a fo- 
lid wall, in which a iingle crack could nor be per- 
ceived by any one wha knew not of it, I might de- 
fy the fcrutiny of the fliar-peft eye. 
- From that time we were perfc(Si!y fafe from thofe 
general vilits, which the fcdlions occaiionally made 
within their limits. They were made in /the day- 
time, they fought no particular objecl ; and they 
were confined to an examinatioH of each apart- 
ment. In fuch cafe, my hiding place was a fecure 
protection : to it I fled on the firfl whiftle of the 
porter. If any one knocked at ciir door, without 
our hearing the whiftle, my wife, purpofely very 
ilow and heavy in her walk, would never open the 
.firft of our three doors, till I had got time to go 
to. tt<?,farther epd of our fourth room, and let my;-. 
felf Hide foftly into m.y cage j into which I got in 
much more eafily and commodioufly, than I could 
get out. For the latter, fhe rightly confidered, I 
lliould always, have time; enough. If it were any 
troublefome vifitor, of whom in our adverfity, we 
had but few ; or a goffip, who is to be found at all 
times, a neighbour, for inftance., or tlie porter's 
wife, wl^o often ca/ne, either for curiofity's fake, 
or for w^ant of fomething to do, and would fome- 
times ftay an houf or two j I was .provided with a 
refource. O Lodoifka, to-be two whoje hours, 
without^ fight, of thee! it was indeed a banifh't 
^ient, and I endeavoured to foften its rigour. In. 
my retreat, which was tolerably large, I bad a 
bcActv fpi" 2<.Xeat, a^mat belo>Y rny feet, a few nriat- ^ 
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dies of phofphorus, to Hght A candle, the daily 
ncwfpapers, and, however ftrange the contrafti 
Virgil's Georgixrs, Dellfle's Gardens, and Geflher's 
Idyls. I was provided alfo with pens, ink, paper, 
afid fome provifions, for fear of accidents. When 
I wanted air, I introduced it through a kind of 
Valve. M^ny outlaws^ "m order to enjoy my re- 
«-eat, would have agreed never to leave it^.* Nor 
did 1 quit it, till Lodoifka gave me the fignal we 
had agreed upon •, and we then embraced) as if a 
long abfence had intervened. 

There were neighbours beneath us, as well 
as on the fame floor. The partitions and floori 
were thin. To prevent the found of what pafled 
within from being heard, we had fpread a thkk ta- 
peftry on the one, and a ftout carpet on the o-»* 
ther; that I might freely walk about, and run, if 
needed, without being overheard. Lodoilka, with 
her ufual ingenuity, had made me fome good 
coarfe woollen flippers, with ftrong foles'of hair 
doth. Which' anfwered for fhoes. Many other lefs 
remarkable precautions had been taken, and nor- 
thing was neglcdled. - 

But yet, excellent as' this retfeat was, and all' 
our other precautions, they would have anfwered - 
no end,- had a fearch by order of the committee of 
general fafetyi or of the municipality taken place. 
Thefe orders were ifliied againft a certain dwelling 
houfe, and fufpedted perfons», who were intended 
to be apprehended. Imagining that nothing could - 
ever point out to the fearcheYs, that, notwithftan* 
ding all their rage, sf prey fo ardently coveted was 
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* For important reafona- it would -be improper to dew 
ibribe the invention here. I have bc occa&(^ for it no^i • 
1^lst4t'has-not beenufelefs* 
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ih^rc ; yet there could be no quefti(>n,that iwy 
wife's features would foon be recolle6ied,- anU ft41l 
fooner fufpedled. The municipal Hebert, or the 
conventional Amar, who were both her perfonal 
fworn enemies, would one day cr other- fend their 
aflafllns on her. Fortunately thefe, with all other 
villains, hated the light ; and never fet out on.their=^ 
, expeditions, but under the cover of darknefs* . 
Should any one knock at our door, in the dead o£: 
the night, what was our determination.? Both' of 
us to retire to the retreat, would have been inevi.- 
table defVruftion. Let us conceal ourfelvesever fa. 
well, we (hould not be fo in reality, when the in-- 
quifitors came, certain that we were fome where a* " 
bout the room. A fire of wet ftraw would have 
fu:6^o€ated us in our afylum ^ and nature, which 
mechanically refifts fuffccation, would deliver us 
up to the guillotine. "We would have been betrayed 
'by the noife of our convulfions,- ard thus have fal. . 
len alive intathe power of our executioners. " No, 
my biravc affociate," faid Lbdoiika : *< Should any . 
body knock during the night, we will not open the 
door to them. We will not contend a moment " 
with death on any account. Should they force o- - 
pen the firft door, there are fHll other two thick, 
ftrong doors, each having a lock and bolts. Keep - 
your piftols below the pillow* Not to be ufed on 
the alFaffins: why defile our hands -with, their vile- 
blood ? Let us go down, to the graven unfullied. 
yie fliall at leaft have time enough. to take a private 
quietus. Let me. only intreat ycu not be the £ri^* 
Let me^die but one inflant, one infir^m^only, be* 
fore my hufband." ' 

We have often fallen afleep, next to certain, that : 
«^ ibould open our eyes in a little^ to ihut then^.*. 
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tigam for ever. Often, when one of the lodgerti^. 
cxrming home late, knocked loudly at the door> 
iliddenly awakened by the noife, and- hearing th«- 
coach" way gate grate on it^ hinge*, we have, em*- 
braced, and laid hold of our weapons ! 

How gpeat was ©ur j6y> when a returning fun- 
conveyed to us the delightftil certainty, that we 
had yet anothe3rday ;..that we had- at leaft (ixteea 
hours to live together ! What a length of time in 
love's caUendar! She^rofe, my Lodoifka rofe every' 
day n:K>re charming than the former ! She was e- 
very day more anxious about my fafety, and. more 
attentive, if poffible, to my wants, her cares for 
me were renewed every dawn. A little girl ia 
whom we had confidence, n>ore tnifty> alas ! than 
^11 our other friends, came to aflift my wife in the 
little hoirihold matters, which were done in left 
than an hour/ She purchafed food for us ; though 
liodoilka'was ^alfo obiiged to go hcrfelf, for in thofe 
days of fcarcity one per fon coukl not procure a por- 
:tk)n • for two, even at any price. My wife would 
thus go out ! yes : alas! w€,feparated for a fewmi*- 
Butes ! for^.ages! ihe would go out, and leave un- 
.der the prote&ion of her. three keys, and my in- 
trenchment, her invaluable depofit, -^ith the con*-- 
ftant fear fhc might Jiot find it fafe at her return. 
And what -were my fears^ till flie entered !. At iaft 
ike would return^ and that. for. the day- How^ 
jTweet the repaft dreflbcd by-her lovely hands ! 1 laid . 
-the cloth ;. and I carved, though, my eye-fight ^ 
would with difficulty fuffer me to acquit my felf to- 
lerably of the office: th^re vi^erc indeed rcafons for ' 
my perfiiiing in it ; as,- had I left it to her, £be 
would have given me the whole, left 1 fhould not 
.Jiaveiu^icicxU^MiiQlcfsJ l^adibmetimes put csyfetf : 
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itt a paiTibn. After we had dinedy iKe read to mc> 
^hen played on the piano-forte ; we had next ar 
game at chefs ; and amidft thefe amufements we 
carried* on agreeable converfation in a low tone of 
voice. Finally, we fuppcd together alone, for few 
people wiere prompted by curiofity to difturb our 
dangerous retir^avent ; and went to reft; anxioufly 
wifhing, that no favages would come to tear us 
from the delights of another day. 

The joys of thofe too fleeting days would have 
been undifturbcd, could I have^prevailed on my- 
felf to comply with the anxious wifhes of Lodoilka^ 
who always entreated me to forget the newipapers 
of the day. But I could not reftrain my anxiety 
about my unfortunate friends ? and how often was 
«iy mind tortured with dreadful information ! They 
were one by one unhappily difcovered, and butch- 
ered without mercy. 

In the firft place Lebruriy formerly mlnifter for 
foreign affairs, Was feized in a cock-loft, difguifed as 
a labourer, and was put to death with fcarcely the 
trouble of examination. 

Next Bougon^ who had been adminiftrator of 
Calvados, and, on the defed^ron of his department, 
fought concealment in Fougeres, where the tyrant* 
feized him; Before they executed .him, according 
to their method of calumniating thofe whom they 
murdered, they reported, he was feized among the 
rebels in Vendee. This Bougon was the very perfon, 
whom Charlotte porday has immortalifed, by na^- 
naing him in the letter ihe wrote to Barbaroiix. 

Clavierey the iiinirter of contributions^, luckier 

than the other two, was fortunate enough to put 

a. period to his own exiftence, before he was brought 

before the revolutioitary tribunal. Hi$^ virtuous 

. ? wifie 
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wife di^ the fame. A fubtle poifon, which thej# 
obtained, it is- faid, by the friendlhip of C > 
united her to her hufband. Moft of tht^fe repubU-. 
cans had wives worthy of them, whom they made 
happy, and by whom they were a4ored. This fur- , 
nilhes with a complete aniwer, which they that re- 
gard their memory may make to thofc vile hbellers, 
;ivho, not only caUimniate them ia their public con- 
du^^, but dare to attack their private Hves and be- 
haviour. 

Rabaud St Etienney who had been artfully con« 
cealed in Paris, was fold, report fays, by the bafa 
arvarice of a woman in whom he confided, and who 
"had long been hia fervant. The wife of Rabaud 
imitated the wife of Claviere, but her end was itill 
more dreadful. She fat down on the brink, of a 
well, by which means the piftol, which fhe dif- 
charged at herfelf, precipitated her to the bottom 
of it. She died in this way, as it were, two deaths 
at one time*. 

The generous-minded Bm^Guyon fell a ifacrifkd 
with Girey^Dupre. 

But how bravelj did Girty-Dupre fallf ! The- ti** 
gers of the tribunal propofed to make his attach- 
ment to Brifibt anaccufation againft him. " Were 
not you his friend B" faid they. He replied, <« Ycs4 
\ efteemed him : yes j I ilill r€fpe<ft. and" admire 
him. He lived like Ariftides; and he died like 
Sydney: my only w4lh is to fhare his fate." A^ 
he was led to the place of execution, he fung with 
ehearfumcls the death fong he haxl compofed. As- 
^he paiTcd by the end of St Flortintint; iireet, h^ 
•£aw Robcfpierre's cniftrefs, fi-fters^ and other favage 
accomplices of his, at the windows of Robefpicrre's. 
"toOm: " Ulowji: with tyrants?. Down with dida- 

torjkl^ 
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f<Jrs P' cried he ; and this his prophetic cry He re* 
peatedy till they were out of his fight. He diedy 
as he had lived, a pattern of bravery and civifm* 
His laft: prayer was for the welfare o£ the republic** 
Cujliney the general's fon, was murdered, like 

his 

* Boii'Guju)n and Girey-Dupre were feized at Bourdeaux, 
together with the rcprefentatives Duchatel and CuJJy, All 
the four were feized by information of one Mahon, an aide 
de camp to Wimpfen. This Mahon had taken refuge in 
the fame city, with the wife of that Puyfay, whom I have 
already mentioned. In what place he now drags on exif- 
fence \ know not ; but wherever he lies hidden, rcmorfc 
will fting him, and fhanoc will overtake him. Bafe inform- 
er ! he occafioned the death of four good men. At his time 
of life, for he is ftill a youi% man, how eould fp much bafe* 
nefs and barbarity meet together! yet why fhould I wonder? 
he was a pupil of Wimpfen. 

This wretch would have occalwned us other irreparable 
lofles, Marchena and Riouffe were feized with the faar 
profcribed perfons, juft mentioned : they both languifhed 
fourteen months in the prifons of Robefpierre. How was 
k, that they were not put to death ? Men of talents, virtue, 
karning, undaunted courage, and ardent civifm, they had 
every claim to the feaffold : but that public ajfajjiny alias th^ 
puhlie dccufery forgot them in the immenfe crowd. By the 
fame accident the lives of many worthy republicans were 
preferved ; the canniballs could not devour all ; fuch maft 
iacres re^iired more time. 

There is one circumftance more worthy of remark. 
Marcbena, the valuable friend of Briflbt, wrote repeatedly 
to Fouquier : ** You have forgot me : 1 am waiting on here 
to be guillotined, and I defire it." He was however forgot- 
ten : they no doubt fuppofed him a madman. How could 
the members of the tribunal form an idea what contempt of 
death, and enthuflafm of virtue could effedl. 

Riouffe, has however made a noble ufe of his lately reco- 
▼cred liberty. He has published Memoires d^vn Detetiu^ 
^ Memoirs of a Prifoner ;" a pamphlet, which cannot be 
too frequent^y read. Not only on account of the t.Tienls it 
difcovers, but for.^ the hiftorical £a<^s with, wliich it* 
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Ills father, for having ferved the republic too well| 
now no more a republic He was a y6ung man of 
great expeftation, whofe eulogy Mirabeau has gi- 
ven us in his Secret Correipondence concerning the 
Court of Pruffia. He died with a fmile, as a man 
praifed by Mirabeau ftiould die. 

Mazuyer^ whofd crime was difconcerting the vil- 
lainous hypocrify of Pache, the mayor, by a fpirit- 
ed farcafm, was beheaded for a witty faying. 

And laftly, Valady^ whom I left in Gironde^ and 
who I fuppofe was given up by the relation on 
whom he relied. I obferved in the papers, that he 
unluckily paffcd by Perigueux a few weeks after 
me, and was flopped in the neighbourhood, where ' 
I had ran the fame hazard. Carried back to the 
very4own,ao which 1 was alfo nearly carried back 
he was examined, queftioned, ftrlpped of his dif* 
guife, and led firft to Roux Faztliacy and then to 
the fcaffbld ! Al^as ! though the- leaft engaging of 
the feven, he muft in my opinion, have occafioned 
great regret to that angel of heaven in Gironde, 
who, miferable at our leaving her houfe, faid,"^" if 
one of you fliould perifli, 1 Ihall never more know 
comfort in this world." 

She was a real friend. But, what comfort was af- 
forded nie by mine, thofeParifian friends, on whom I 
had fuch dependance, in the midft of the diftrefles I 
underwent from fo great loffes ? or what proteftiori 
did'they give my Lodoifka? 

We had a few vifits from Mrs Brcmont ; and it 
is pleafant to me, "to mention,' that her huiband, 
after refle<Slion, returning to himfelf, to the natural 
gocklnefs and generolity of his heart, expofed him- 
felf to greats danger in keeping us in fome fecurity 
wliere we were, than was ncceffary, hjid we con- 
tinued 
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timied at his houfe. The cotppanioii ot my infancy, 
came not near me till a fortnight after my arrival 3 
and in the fpace of two months 1 had only three 
vifits from him. 

Inerc were other friends, intimate ones too, to 
have concealed from whom, that we were in Paris, 
I (hould have confidered as doing them injuftice ^ 
and who were fully fenilble, that at a time, when 
every thing nurfed fufpicion, a young woman, 
fiearly unknown, fuddenly appearing from fcarcely 
any one knew where, and fettling herfelf in an 
apartment alone, would foon be fufpe<fted ; more 
cfpeci^ly if fbe were never vlflted at home, and 
paid no vifits abroad, though profefling to have 
many relations. The nei^ hbours around, the por- 
ter, every inquiiitive per Ion, and every fpy, would 
lay, flie is an adventurer, an emigrant ; or at leaft 
a fufjpe^ed perlon with whom nobody choofes U have 
any conneBkn : 1 his w^as enough to attra^ the no- 
tice of the revolutionary committee of her feftion, 
and, fborier or later, to caufe her be apj>rehended* 
This they knew perft^Ttly well : yet to this they paid 
no rcfpe^. None of them appeared at our door t 
not fo much as once ; fo that it is no untruth, t9 
aver, that our friends abfolutely took every ftep in 
their power to ruin us, except informing. Howe- 
ver, if they denied themfelves the pleafure of vifit^ 
ing us, they did not lofe that of talking about us* 
Our fituation w^as the uninterrupted fubjeft of theii^ 
converfatiop, and of their apprthenlions. l.was 
very unlucky ; and undefcrvedly fo : on this point 
they were agreed : but they pitied me in a whi^per^ 
for not having courage fufiicient, to put an end to 
my diftr^ffes •, for not ibewing enough of friendfhip 
to my friends, to eafe them, by dying at once, and 

thus 
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■ thus deliver them from the fear they were conftant- 
ly in of feeing me die. They confidered my wife 
as a very extrasrdinary woman \ and in this I con- 

■ fefs myfelf as agreed with thgm : but then they - 
added, {he vfz^ very feljijhy extremely fo : and this, 
not becaufe flie exp6fed her own life to fave mine, 
but becaufe flie obllinately perfiiled in her endea- 
vours to fave me, againft all hope, and thus would 
at laft bring all our friends into trouble. Good- 

' God ! fuch friends ! H6w they have taught me to 
difiruft the name ! 

Happy there ftill exifted a man, who, during all 
the courfe of my literary and political profperlty, 
had never afiumed the title of my friend, but who 
pradtifed all the offices belonging to it, whenever' I 
had need of them. Ten years prior to this, when 
I harJly knew him, I had rendered him a flight 
fervice, but of fome importance to him, as it was 
done in -time of need. As foon as he came back 
to Paris, and had learnt I was there, he flew to me. 
He vifited me every day. In vain we befeeched 
him not to come ib often : he came again and a- 
gain, now under one pretext, then urder another: 
to-day he was pafling the door : to-morrow he had 
fome pleafing news ; another tin: : ho came to bring 
fomc article which he thought we needed. He 
was very anxious to find l()me means of extricating 
me from my wretched liquation j and whei^'^ver an 
opportunity olF.Ted of ferving me, he conliuercd 
himfelf the happiel> man in the world. 

"When, fallen into the* profound abyfs, we fee 
no means to get out of it, w thour endangering the 
faithful friend, who from its brink calls us, and 
puts forth his 1. iv\\ wc turn afide our eyes, we are 
afraid to think of any thing, we are afrai i to de- 

T mand 
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' mand any thing : but for another, but for a helo- 
ved objedl, how readily we invent means of help, 
and how eloquent in foliciting them ! My Lodoiika, 
iince (lie could no longer look towards America, 
faw no retreat for me, but mount Jura. Retledting 

on this pbje<^, it occurred to her, that F- , I 

give him the name I now carry, for he is worthy 
of it, pofleired, beiide the good will of which he 
had given proofs, ail the necelTary means of ena- 
bling me to get to that land of promife ; means 
which I muft not relate, left I fliould bring him 
into trouble : and this by a ftrange agreement of 
the moft fingular occurrences and accidents ; {o 
that Providence feemed purpofely to have prefer- 
ved this friend for us. He was indeed a real friend- 
Such beings therefolfe do ftill exift : and am not. I' 
very ungrateful, whp appeared to doubt it, who 
bitterly complained of mankind ? For, however , 
fcarce thofe privileged beings are to be found, who 
indeed honour the human fpecies, I have never 
wanted one when I needed them ? Has not uni- 
formly oHe.of thofe beneficent, good, generous, . 
and intrepid men come forward to fave rne at the 
very moment I wanted their affiftance ? Let us 
then forget the felfiih herd, and think of none but 
heroes ! 

My wife confidered well her plan, and digefted 

it thoroughly. As foon as F came back, 

which was next day, fhe revealed it to him. He 
eagerly embraced it. From that moment he had 
no reft. His mind and body were continually 
at work. No ftep coft him any thing, no labour 
gave him trouble, no obftacle coul^^ hinder him^ 
no danger could "terrify him. Such ardent zeal ! 

liich 
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fucfi flrong aff'Aion ! fuch greatnefs of mind ! it 
will never be effactd from my lieart. 

In lefs than a fortnight, however, his indefati- 
gable exertions prevailed over every difficulty. 
The 6th of February, 1794, after I had been two 
months in Paris, every thing was ready ; difguiie, 
pail port, and carria*gc. As foon as next morning 
had dawned, we fet off. I fay we, for he^travel- 
led with me to the mountain, refolvcd to fettle me 
there, or fliare my fall. l.odoiflca's undaunted 
fplrit left her not during all our preparations : but 
having furmounted every ob(V«cie, the hour of fepa-- 
ration faft approaching, the renewal of my danger^ 
juft commenpng, the tendernefs of love was awa- 
kened. "Often, on that day, (he faid to me : <* but 
what if we fhall never meet again ! if, endeavour- 
ing to fave thee, I (hould > caufe thy deftrudlion 1 
now 1 fhrink at the thought! Do not go: leave x 
mc not : alas ! have not we determined to perilh 
together !" 

dncc in the catirfe of the evening, while {he went 
to give fome neceffary dire6tipns, ihe had (hut me 
up, fhe.had left me for a few mmutes 5 which V 
occupied in writing to her. That the reader may 
entertain a proper idea of our former lituation in 
Paris, and of our vain fchemes- for the future, I 
will here infert an exaft copy of the letter 5 from 
whence will foon be found,. by what means the o- 
riginal fell into my hands. 

T2 TO 
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TO LODOISKA. 

From my hiding plac^y at Paris j February 6, 1 794y. , 
fdverj clocks in the evening . 

To-morrow, my. beloved,. I fhall depart for th€ 
cottage. Through what path wiil Po:'Qvidence have 
led us to that of all our wilhes ! 'It feems to have 
been neceffary, that firft*, the benefa<Slor and the 
viiStim of my countrymen, cowardly^, dcferted by ali 
my falfe friends, I ihould find myfelf alone at the 
bottom of the.abyfs, into which thofe villains, the 
appreilprs of> my , country, had precipitated me. 
Yet no : I was in .company.. Something more con- 
folatory, moreilrong, more helpful, than my cou* 
rage, my love, or. even my innocence, was left me: 
thou wert left me, my well beloved ! — and every 
day .haft thou prote^led me, thou haft-faved me, at 
the peril of thy life ! — What extreme bappinefs 4"' 
each day, each night, furrounded w^ith the moft 
imminent daagerSt. 0j«r weapons lay .alWays under 
our pillow, one foot as it were in the grave,, bul 
car-minds- fr-ec fron^^ reproach, our. heairts full o£ 
love, we have conftantly^tafted that exquifite blifs, 
which few mortals know, and with that undifturb- 
ed tranquillity, which none but the brave and good 
can en^oy: -foE-thou, my beloved,.rny.worthy wif^p, 
thou art. the moft amiable of women, yet art thou 
good and brave. By ouchappin^fs we have defied^ 
we have punifhed 'our tyrants. Always prepared 
f*cii death, we have emptied our cup of life. In 
our intoxication, we fliould have emptied the cup 
of love itfelf J were it not, that a paflion like ours, 
proof againft time and fufFering, is inexhauftible. 
Thnpks to thcCj Liberty, thou idol of ^my heart, 

adorc^.;. 
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adored perhaps as much as my wife herfclf, we 
' have fbund means to enjoy freedom in the private 
retreat, in the profound obfcurity, in which the 
^ oppreffors obliged us to bury ourfelves. 

But fuch a ftate could not be hftjng. Of the 
numberlefs precautions neceffary for our fecurity, 
one neglefted might ruin usl There Providence 
faccoured me. O my beloved, ftill it was thou, — it 
was thoji, thy ftar was the lord of the afcendant, it 
was thy over-ruling genius, that called me from the 
moft dillant corner of Gironde, whjere the fnares of 
death furrounded me on all fides, and inceiTantly 
called for me. With my face uncovered, my coun- 
tenance creft,.my weapon in my hand, and my 
mind ever bent upon thee, I pafled through the 
midft of their committees, their commiflioners, 
their fatellitesj and that herd of aflallins. Had it 
not been for thee, .J had periihed there; it was 
thou likewife' pre(erved me here. Nothing can 
tire thy patience, when thy hufbatid is itsobjedl: 
nothing- can bafile thy courage, in refifting oppref^^ 
fion : and thy prevailing eloquence raifes up de- 
. liverers for me. O my belt beloved, if this under- 
taking, commencing fo favourablyj (hould termi- 
nate unfortunately, be not, I befeech thee, unjufV^ 
affli<5l me not with the cruel pain pf accufing thy- 
Iclf. Tell thyfelf, repeat it to thyfelf, thati Ihould 
inevitably have perished here. \es, if I efcape, it- 
is through thee : if 1 fall, it is fate, it is the decree 
of deftiny. Blame only — — : no ; blame him not : • 
hafteu to come to thy hufband with the tranquillity 
of innocenjce : let us meet again in the grave. 

Tct, millake me not: I am led to frame theie 
fupp.'jQtions merely from thy being fo apprehcniivc 
for me. For my part, never was I 16 confident. 

T.3 Fear 
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Fear .nothing ; indulge hope; I fh all be faved. I? 
nm faved : heaven awes as much, perhaps, to the 
facritiees I have made for the happinefs of. man-*, 
kind, but more efpecially to thy^generous-conftancy^ 
thy unforttmate love, and the magnanimity with • 
which thou haft devoted thyfelf for my fafety^ 
Long have I laboured, thou knovveft, my love, to . 
get us a cot*: I am now going to fix. on one* 
Within the fpaee of fix weeks I (hall tliere fold 
thee in my arms. There at laft we fliall live in 
that rural felicity^ which I have always fo eagerly 
wifhed for : there I ihall tafte the delights of -a re- 
tirement, in which Ifhall be only thine; and th» 
charms of folitude, which I have facriticed fo long 
to my ungrateful country, , My iriend, hear^ken to . 
the prayer, which I offer up to thee on ,my Hnees : - 
take care of thyfelf. Thou well- knoweft I leave 
behind me my beft half. Take care of thyfelfy 
and pay no regard to thy bufineis, - if it can^not be 
done prudently. Let us be ftill poorer than we 
are, if we may be the more fp^edily united* ThinJc;. 
of the extreme anxiety, in which J fhall languiih^-, 
■i — But 1 hear thou art returned. How nvueh I had. 
yet to fay !— Adieu !. I adore thee. Take care o& . 
yourfelf. . I go ^before, to wait for thee. • 


■ '¥ 


The 7th of February, at fix- in the morning, I > 
began , again my •adventurous travels- At the end. 
6f Charenton-ftreet I left my -wife in the hackney^ 
coach, in which (he would come with me. There* 
we parted. I waS: to be pitied; Ihe was much 

more* 

* Thus we ftylcd tbe retreat, in which, diiring a fpace of 
ten yearsj we had earneftly defired- to leave the bulile of the 
world, and- give, ourfelves wholly up tq. lo^ : and fuch %. 
hjidipg place, my friend then ^aifured me, I (hould find in , 
mount yura^ 
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mott fo : the perfon left is always the moft unhap- 
py. Prudence made it ncceflary that we fhould 
part fomewhere on this fide the barrier, which it 
was neceffary for me to pafs- alone arid on foot, 
that I might be the lefs ftridlly examined. From 
the fore window of the carriage tlie anxious eye of 
Lodoilka followed rae : fhe trembled left I Ihould 
fplit on the neareft rock. She faw too well, that 
I was flopped by the fen try : but Ihe foon faw, that 
I produced a. card not my own, with an affured air, 
and puffed with a Imile of friend (hip. 
- How warmly did I partake of thy joy^ at that 
moment,. Lodoilka ! yet what did I not fear frona 
the fpeedy alarms, that were to follow? Many 
more dangerous difficulties remained for -me to got 
through, and thy looks could no l6ngtr attend me. 
How much did I fympathize with thee ! The peri*- 
od of cruel abfence, <hen commenced. AtTeaft 
negleft no means- of diminiihing it. Six, weeks 
hence, in thy turn, for thou haft promifed me, fix 
weeks hence, at fart heft, prefent thyfelf at this 
gate, take this road, on which I am gone before 
thee. Haften, qwt that city, where we fo long 
thought we fhotdd £nd our tomb. Before the end 
of March, come and join me in.> that country^ 
where, we are told, tranquillity, fafety,- and hot- 
vitality dwelL — Alas ! 

In Charetiton I found my good, friend expefling 
n^e. We went together into Villemuve-SuGeorge^A 
Fortunately I had ufed, the precaution, to prevail 
on my wife, to confent to my fetting off a day'i)e- 
fore the coach, in which: a place was taken for me 
from Paris to Dol ; fo that I might walk Jome 
more th^n twenty;^ mijes, and.wait for it at M^lun. 
This- -was a fure way to diminiih the dangers of my 

departure. 
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flepartyre from Paris, and being much lefs expofed 
in its terrible environs. To it we owed our fafcty' 
at Viikncuve-St- George's. A conimijBioner of the 
execytive power dwelt there, to examine all public 
machines as thej went through, and all paffengers ^ 
in carriages. I IcarJ.t his name, which I have for- 
gotten J though I remember he was a Jacobin, who 
would very likely have known me : but there was 
no fear of his affront in g a couple of honeft fellows • 
on foot with the honour of a commiflarial exami- 
nation. We were only condudt'ed to the officer on ■ 
guard, who {lightly examined our papers, and per-- 
mitted the two foldiers to go on without difficulty. > 

And we .really wer« like foldiers, for F^ was > 

dreffed exactly like one : and I had a large pair of 
black v^oollen pantaloons, a fhort jacket of the 
fame, a three-coloured waiftcoat ; a Jacobite wig, , 
made of fhort, flraight, black hair, newly made ^ 
for me, which fitted me fo well, that any one 
would have fworn it was my own hair; and laftly 
a^ re J cap, an enormous fabre, and a large pair of 
muftachios, which Lhad allowed tq grow ever fince : 
I had been fecludcd. There was certairwy nothing • 
I could be more unlike than a fine gentleman in 
this drefs, which was at that time fafliionable a- - 
jnong the great patriotj yznd was termed a complete • 
carmdgnole> 

I was able to. undertake,* and I made oiit-, this . 
journey^of twenty miles with ©cife ; for two months ^ 
reft and care had cured my rheumatifm. 
, The next day all the paflengers in the ftage • 

coach, which I joined at -^ , were carried to the ^ 

municipality. A member of the committee-of fu* 
perintcndance examined the pailpiorts. < I gave him 

mine : 


( 225 ) 

. mine : he read it ^ altentivcly, looked • at me fted^ 
faftly, and, before he gave it me back, . he 
alked for thofe of my companions^ He looked 
o\xr them one after anotl,ier, retnr-ned them, but 
ftill kept mine, feparatelyin his left hand, which 
he drew back, every time I put mine forth to re*- 
ceive it. " Stop a moment:" faid he to me, when^ 
ever I offered to take it. I began to be rather un^ 
eafy. My companions had been already fen t out, 
and I remained alone with the infpeftor. " You. 
are going to join your regiment ?" laid he. — " Not 
at all : you have read my paffport : I. am* going on 
buflnefs." — He looked at it again^: <^ O aye : on 
buiinefs."— « Give it me, then :" cried I, holding 
out my hand — " You are in great halle:'* replied 
he, drawing back his.: — " Which you do not leera 
to be. Do not you fee, that you have difmiffed aH 
the other paffengers, and that the coach willfet of 
without mc ?'' " But have you nothing to fay. tq 
me ?" <« No :" replied I bluntly, in the ftyle of the 
day, and of my drefs. " Well, then; I have fome* 
thing. to lay to you."— ^* Sacrebleu ! ' fay it^ then, 
at once." — -" I have to wi£h you," faid he, fqueezr 
ing my hand,, and giving me my paflport, " a fafe 
journey with all my heart." ^* Adieu!" cried I, 
adieu ! ^afked nothing more, and ran to the coach. 

Was it my .drefs alone, tlmt procured me this ci- 
vility ? I>id h^ take me fpr one of his acquaintance ? 
or rather, though I knew- him not, was not he well 
^ acquainted with me ? Thcfe quelHons tlie, reader 
will aflOiiiTifclf,. as I have done a. hundred, tirqcs, 
yet I have never been able fatisfaftorily to anlvvcr 
them. 

I cannot faithfully detail a)l the whimfical adven>- 
turcs of this journey, without .endangering the^ge"^ 

nerous 
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nerous companion of my diangers. I fhall, therr^ 

fore, at onc^, leap on to ; and of what hap^ 

pened to us m that place I Ihall only obfcrve, that 
the coach flopped there, but we hid the prudence 
not to ftay tw6 minutes. I knew that a moun- 
taineer reprefentative dwelt there*: we nimbly avoid- 
ed the guard-houfe, wlience, perhaps, we fhould 
have been carried to the municipality, thence to the 
committee of fuperin tendance, and laftly to the re- 
prefentative him j elf. 

From this place to —— the diftance is more 
than twelve .miles, which, however, we walked, 
not withftanding the terrible weather; and to add 
to our vexation, the great fhower, which deluged 
us in the plain, foreboded a plenteous fall of fnow 
on the mountains. On quitting — we began 
to mount the Jura. "We were informed that the 
fnow wa-s at the flialloweft places three feet deep* 
on the road. At five o'clock in the morning we 
ventured into it, ^ " 

Before the end of a Wearifome day, I took Icavc^ 
of the generous F Delighted with the ac- 

complifhment of his undertaking, he returned to 
carry the welcome tidings to my impatient wife. 
O may he long enjoy happinefs in Paris \ Jn the 
midfl of the crimes, that over-run my country, 
may his virtues be unknown, that they may not be 
punifhed. One reward atleaft he will find : that 
inward joy, that delicious fenfation, which follows 
a good action courageoufly performed, will not 
ceafe to fill his heart ; and gratitude will never die 
in mine. Adieu ! my* friend. 

I went on a few fteps, and entered my retreat; . 
God, if he w^ill look down one -moment upon me, . 
xnuft find pleafur*^ in one of his works. The light 

of- 


nof a free man, a gocu in, f.iatched from the 
fword'of dlcl-ator'i .;•. •^'^ • ^uL.rs, cannot but be a 
pleafing fpedlav . i.is jullicc' But wili he extend 
his protccStioM to me op'y ? Will he leave a number 
of people under the yoke of the moll: infamous op- 
prelTors ? or, to challKe a m fled multitude, will 
he fufifer other tyrants to be replaced by thofe ? 
Thus, fcarcely extricated from the moll imminent 
dangers myfelf, my anxious eye was turned to- 
wards my country : thus I ufclefsly formed wiflies 
for its deliverance *• 

From the impenetrable afylum, the deep cavern, 
in which I had buried myfelf on thefe rugged . 
mountains, which were on one lide the boundaries 
of France, I beheld, and 1, as it were touched the 
/ancient Helvetia. At the firft noife, on the leaft 
alarm, 1 could run into the neutral territority : then, 
having feen my enemy pafs, I could mount again 
to my retreat, and at the fame time re-enter my 
country. 

Of my fufferings and enjoyments in this fecludon, 
it would be difficult to give a defcription. There 
at lead I was independant : there could T indulge 
the beft ^feelings of my heart, the moft laudable, 
emotions, in the midft of that folitary wood, where 
I fpent whole days ; yet even thofe days were by 
far too few. Now, ftretched under the dark pines, 
I would figh, when I thought of my family, left 
for ever : at another, calling to remembrance my 
wretched ;:ountry, and contrafting the glory it bad 
once expefted, with the difgrace with which it was 
now llained ; the profperity it was like to enjoy, 
with the ruins with which it was now covered ; its 
momentary freedom, and its eternal flavery^ I 

would 
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* Remember Robcfpierrc was yet alive. 
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would weep. There, too, calling love to my aid, 
love, and its infeparable companion hope, I cypher-, 
ed on the tender bark of the beech- tree the name 
of my Lodoilka, who wouM be perhaps to- morrow 
reftored to my arms. Then to calm my violent 
agitations, I would traverfe with rapidity the rude 
foil, and the filent labyrinths of thofe retreats, and 
ftraining climb the enormous rocks, heaped up dif- 
orderly, broken into perpendicular cliffs, and load- 
e^d with great oaks : foon, fufpendedas it were on 
the loftiell edge of the, precipice, at the bottom of 
which the innavigable torrent obftreperoufly rolls 
its antidehivian waves, I recover myfelf,^nd I give 
up the rein to the boldeft imaginations. What 
mortal would come hither to me ! Here, far from 
man, in God's prefetice only, in fpite of all revo- 
lutions, of all tyrants, I am ftill myfelf, for I am 
ftill free. 

But, O torment ! if a few men but> ftiould ap- 
, pear at a diftance, if one of them fhould but eye 
me, fuddenly 1 muft quit thefe heights, bury myfelf 
in the thickeft part of the wood, retreat to my pri- 
vate afyium, or woe's me.— Then I remember, that 
it was thy fate, my mafter, my fupport, O thou fub- 
lime and virtuous Rouffeau ! rhou, too, wert driven 
from fpciety, when it owed thee tnuch, for having 
been the friend of the people. — Heavens^! what ef- 
forts have been made to render that title odioiis, 
which, in fpite of fo many crimes, will ever be ho- 
noured ! Thou, too, for being a friend of the peo- 
ple, waft miftaken, detefted, and ill-treated by 
them. In the neighbouring country, fome twenty 
or thirty mites off, at Neufchdtel) thou waft pelted 
with ftones. In fiich dilemmas, however, thdu 
haft fet me the example of ftill bearing the burden 

of 
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tif life. Yet who impofed that duty on thee ? Thou 
hadft only a There/ay a Lodoilka awaits me. 

Alas ! (he came not ! More than fix weeks had 
clapfed, and I had but heard from hier once. Hope 
began to leave my heart. Surely I had loft that 
only benefit, that could attach me to life, that could 
induce me to fupport it. I had loft it ; how ! For 
having fought to fave my life, (he had languiQied 
in prifon, and perifhed on the fcafFold ! Where is 
the man of fenfibility, who js fufficien'tly unhappy 
to partake of my agitation, my agony, my tbirft 
for vengeance, and defire of death ? With the 
dawn I would rife to hide myfelf in thofe forefts-, 
once the feat of fimple melancholy, now gloomy^ 
lad, and full of horrours. To thofe rocks, where 
lately I fought only to cfcape man, I now ruflied to 
fee the images of yawning gulphs, chaos, anl «-le- 
ftruftion. How many times, with a wiihfiil (tycj 
have I looked down that precipice, whence leap- 
ing, I could dafh from rock to rock, and mang- 
led plunge into the rapid, impetuous ftreams, white 
trith foam, and too (hallow to preyent my weight, 
accumulated a hundn-d fold by the fell, from t* ar- 
ing my bruifed limbs lo pieces on the fharp edge 
of the native rock, that forftis their bod ! Yot what 
purpofe would fuch m end ferve.^ Immediately my 
mind turned to other thoughts ; and there were 
Hone fo mad, or furious, but I at firft thougat of 
embracing them with ardour, i would return to 
Paris, freihly difguifed, penetrate to the very clo- 
fet of Robefpierro, and force him, with a piftol at 
his'breaft, to iign me the order, that fliould reftore 
Lodoilka to liberty. Then, forced to confefs the 
infuper^ble diin :ulties of carrying this plan into 
le^tecutioij, I would begin to fettle which of my 
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countries oppreflbrs I fliould facrifice on the torob 
of my wife. At length, my mind becoming a little 
calmer, I determined on the following fcheme. 

I was to writ'C to the did^ator, that one of the 
reprefentatives^profcribed on the 31ft of May, he 
whom no doubt he much detefted, ftill lived on 
the frontiers of France, fafe from his fearch, and 
out of his reach. Yet I would that moment pre- 
fent him the head of this enemy, if he fhould fend 
my wife fafe and found to my retreat. — The mo- 
ment flie fet her foot in it, I would go down to the 
plain, and deliver my'fclf to the axe of his liftors» 

The danger attendant on this fchem.e was obvious. 
My only hope was, that my wife, who carried in 
her womb the fole pledge of our loves, would con- 
fcnt to live, that fhe might bring up the fon of 
him who loved her, and perhaps one who would 
avenge his country.. But if the villain Robefpierre 
fo took his meafures, as to be able to keep the fe- 
cond viftim, when, he had drawn the firft into his 
clutches, at leaft Lodoiika would not die alone j w« 
fliould go to the guillotine together \ 1 fliould pe- 
rilh in a manner lefs afflifting to her, and more 
worthy of myfelf* 

Five weeks paifTed on in the torments of this 
febrile paroxyfm, during wliich time my exhaufted 
body loft the remainder of 'its ftrength, whilftmy 
mind habituated itfelf more and more to great refo- 
lutions.— One day, a day that ought to be coniL- 
dered as an epoch in my life, it was about noon of 
the 2ift of May, a man, like myfelf, a viftim of 
tyranny, with whom I had contra<Sted a friendfhip 
in this folitary place, dragged me, under I know 
not what pretence, into a road where I had never 

been, a crofs-way from " '■ to ■ «< You 

fiificr 


( 23« ) 

ft^ffer your felf to be weighed down with forrow,**^ 
faid he : " and why ? \ our misfortune is by no 
means certain. I would even wager any fum, tKat. 
you will fee your wife again very foon."— *^ Never, 
citizen: every thing tells me that 1 ihall never a- 
gain fee her.*' — He paufed : he looked attentively' 
at fome object a few hundred yards oiF. " It is a 
ti'aveiling cart," added he^: " I fee only one wo<- 
man in it, and the drivtJ.r. See : perhaps it Is 
your wife." — <^ Ah, citizen ! for pity's fake do not 
bring fuch images to my mind !" — Indeed I could 
only fee one woman in a travelling drefs, and fhc 
had luggage with her.. " My friend, do not 
^eft With my defpair : I warn you, difappointment 
"will put me mdd." He pointed to the female tra- 
veller : with his finger, 1 pulhed it aiide^ I turned 
away my head, and fhut my eyes. 

The driver cracked his whip. The light carri- 
age puflied on towards us with all the fpeed the 
horfes could make, Prefently a voice, heavens, 
what voice ! tha|: of the divine fpirits, fo beauti- 
fully defcribed by Milton, leaves not on the charm- 
ed ear a more ravifhing impreflion ! a voice cried 
Jiop! Its fwcet accent thrilled in my ear. I fiew to 
the cart, it was- Lodoifka, who darted into my arms, 
•What a burden ! what a moment ! 

JVyhappinefs, however, continued only three days. 
Neceflity compelled us once more to fubmit to the 
tortures and dangers of abfence, it was incumbent 
on my wife^to defire it 5 it was incumbent on me 
to confenT it. She is gone ! ilie is returned ! 


-m^,^ 


What ! to Paris ! to that hoftile city \- .Yesj fhte 

IS gone thither. 1 cannot at prefent tell why 

ihe was obliged to take this ffcep, infuperable ne- 
ceflity ordained it. However, fo many fecurities 
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t^arrant its fuccefs ! I am fatisfiecL She bas been 
twelve days ia Paris. She got there without acci- 
dents, without alarm.. I hav€ heard from her, and 
the next day but one fhe quits it. In nine days I 
expcdl her: then we &all meet again. We fhaU 
meet, to endeavour to find a way, through new pe* 
rils, to feme more blefled country;, but, happca 
what may, we fball part no more. 

Foreft of Elineiu^ from that day, from the day ^ 
on which (he arrived, you have recovered all your 
native beauties. Your green turf, peaceful thick-, 
cts, varied profpcdis, romantic fituations, fill roc 
with nothing but pleafing reveries, tender emo- 
tions, hope, happinefs, and joy. -Under your 
fmiling arbours I have led my wife : there flie has 
walked, with all her graces about her, there hat 
ihe rcfted in all her charms, on that colofiTal tree, 
lately torn up by the terrible hurricane. Now ab- 
fent, here 1 find her again,. I have remarked th.e 
place, I have taken notice of the very fpot. Eve- 
ry day I rcvifit it, every day I fit jufl there, where 
I fat i)y her fide : her lieat I refer ve for hcrfelf, rc- 
fptfted and untouched. Never did couple fo hap- 
py, and delightfully agitated with a tender and ar- 
dent pafiion, facred and durable, appear in tout 
rttreats : unlefs from Clorensy not far from your 
retirement, from that Clasens celebrated by the 
fublimeft of writers,. Julia d'Efianges c^me hith«r 
decorated with all her charms, her youth, her Jove, 
and even her rcmorfe after the happy night : unleti 
flie led with her the deferving friend of her heart, 
that St Freux, recalled to a thoufand delights from 
his exile at MetUerie^ that immortal rock on which ,t 
I never ftood, but 1 have frequently feen. If they 1 
aifo vifitcd ycur ftiadv retreats,. Forefi: of £linen$, ! 
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you may boaft of a real wonder : you have witac(& 
cd two pairs of real lovers in lels than fifty years. 

After having explored its almoil: boundlejs ex- 
tent, in fearch of the moil, beaut iftil retreats^ I 
liave difcovered between that tufted wood, which 
opens up like a vaft amphitheatre towards the weft, 
rifes flowly with numbefrlefs windings towards the 
plain, overfpreads it wholly, and extends, with a/> 
almoft imperceptible defcent quite to the valley ; 
between thofe craggy rocks, which terminate ythofe 
extenfive walks^on the ^aft, rife almoft perpendi* 
cularly in an inacceffible rampart, and covered with 
never-ending forefts ; near the waters, which, at 
fome diftance, narrowing their channel, pour down 
^ impetuoufly in torrents, but here, . in a wide ex- 
tended fpace, gUde quietly- along ; amidft thofe i« 
nimitable gardens, where the w;iid magnificence of 
nature has caft models for jSTif/z/'s genius, objefts of 
defpair for his weak fucceflbrs, it I have. found of 
all retreats the moft delightful. Oak^ that for a- 
ges have ftood, and pines accumulating age with 
them, • entwine their numerous branches in various 
directions ; whilft all around them, protedted by 
their fhade, are young beeches, fome plane trces# 
;paid a profufion.of Wildrofes, crowding eachother> 
but which however could not raife themielyes, till 
they had fallen; and> in^the centre of the. varied 
figures they put on, leave a verdant fpace, from 
which the fervid beams of. the approaching fura- 
mer's funxannot drive the morning pearls,- or the 
ihades. of night, coolnefe Venus' friend, or dark- 
-neiSjCupld's handmaid. There 1 hear the amorous 
wave faint on its bank, the zephyr carefs .the mead, 
.and the tender timkl nightingale murmur fort h^ her 
love amongft thefe fhrubs; whilft the forcil fong^ 
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fitr, proud of his fongs, loudly warbles his^ poctkr 
notes from the top of the lofty oak ; and all the 
Urds in concert falut€ the morning dawn, and all 
the pleafures it brings with it. Bet I can hear no 
human creatures: neithes the noife of their feot- 
fieps, nor the* found of their voices, ever difturb 
me. Some tutelary deity watches over this happyr 
place, and with jealous care dnves every unworthy 
mortal from it. .1 have fpent whole days, without 
any profane one coming to difturb my i^roembran-' 
ces or my hopes, or obliging me, by his approach^ 
to veil thy image. Has fable deceived .us ? Was ifr 
indeed here^ that Endymion got a kifs from the 
lips of the chafie Diana ? or, rather, I think) fuch 
was the thicket, where the tender Eloife got leiTona 
of love from hqr happy mafter. To that thicket 
I will lead thee, my wife, through the numberlef» 
mazes of the labyrinth that conceals it, 1 will b« 
thy conductor : thou wilt be welcomed by the tu* 
telary deity $ he delights in thy name ; often has 
he repeated it. We have wandered a great way y 
I reiltove fome branches: look! behold the wind- 
ing entrance ! Doft not thou fee any thing yet? 
J^pproach : (loop : pafs under Hiefe weighty bran<»* 
ches, which 1 raife ; under, the triumphal arcb^ 
which my arm makes for thee. 

Now, my adored Lodoiika, X am going to eni> 
grave thy name on thefe trees, already a thotN> 
£md times engraved in thefe folitudes y and i^ 
on fome future day^ free men and lovers, for 
fuch undoubtedly will be found in republican 
countries, ihall have deferved to have this delightp 
ful retirement laid open to them^ at« feeing this, an- 
cient monument of our happy union, they will feel 
their hearts penetrated with « fofter emotion : then 
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taking a fad retrofped^t of the events of our life, and 
xnelting at the recolletSlion, they will beftow a few 
fighs on our mislbrtimes, which are misfortunes 
that few have experienced. Let them alfo drop a 
tear on the fruits of our wearied watchings, on tlie 
precious remains of our frien'is, on our country 
loft to us in the fpring-time of our life, without re- 
turn : a tear to thefe we can^ forgive : but quickly, 
confuhing their own hearts, feized with that cn- 
thuflafm which only belongs to true lovers, let them 
with transport cry out, « ftill their fate was envir 
able, for ftill they pofiefled love !" 

Thanks to thee, protecting providence, fhe is 
come back to me. I write thefe finifhing lines un» 
der her eye. Surely there is a remunerative power^ 
Chaumette,-La Ccoix, Marat, all theh- moft abo^ 
minable accomplices, all my moft inveterate perfcr 

- cutors, are now no more. What have I faid ? The 
bafeft of all ftill breathes : he reigns, and reigns as 
a tyrant. Yet I doubt, whether in the height of 
his momentary greatnefe he ever may have it in his 
power to obtain even a fhadow of real happinefs : 
For Lodoifka I will, notwithftanding, live ! 

Thou, doft call on me ! I intreat for one mo* 
ment 1 Let me add two or three words more : it is 
an agreeable talk to nie, for it is thee they concern* 
The attentive reader may obferve an important 
want in thefe* memoirs. I have not made mention 
^of the obftacles which my. wife furgiounted on her 
return, from Finifterre to Paris, and on her way 
«£rom. Paris to mount Jura. This fhe hcrfelf will 
do : £he will do it in that beautiful ftyle, which em- 
belli^ed the letters fee ^r^ote me during the firft 
ten years of our then unhappy love. I hope the 
whole of our correfpondence, a valuable truft de-^ 

^£ted in the hands of a fidtbfut confidant ia 

"^ France^ 
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France, will- be preferveJ, and fometime.given to 
the public. In it will be found my whole juftifica- 
tion. Proud of my wife, I have the vanity to fup-. 
pofe, that thofe letters, in which will appear our 
moft fecret thoughts, will not appear^ unwor- 
thy of their authors. It is, hawever, of little mo- 
ment to me, whether the indifferent reader, after 
having glanced over the x:oUeftiott, queftion him- 
felf, if the man, who gained the heart of a wo- 
man, in whom there was fo much vivacity, ex- 
quillte fenfibility, great courage, had. not himfelf 
fome more than niany others. But I cannot avoid 
entertaining myfelf with the thought, that the af- 
•dfedionate lov^r, and fympathetic philofopher, will 
not read over this interefting colledlion, without fe*- 
▼eral times crying out, ^' fince he merited her love 
he muft have been a man of great virtue !" 

My wife will lil:ewife relate the occafion of her 
laft journey to Paris, and by what, means fhe made 
her way out of that formidable city, and got back 
to my. rocks; but this muft be at fortie diftant pe* 
riod. I, too, at this time, cannot give an ^ccounit 
of the perilous fchemes we are contriving, and the 
tliftant prbfpefts we entertain. Protecting God ! 
do nt)t withdraw thine arm, which fuftains iisj 
atid be a leader to the friends of the people ; thejr 
perhaps are not all unthankful. If, however, one- 
of the three profcribed perfons, (which I am yet 
again going to truft to the detertaination> of fate,) 
muft fall in the dangerous entcrprife, let it, I be^ 
feech thee, be me! Only ftrengthen Lodoiflca to 
-furvive me \ and proteft my child ! 
t But^ O God ! if it be thy will, above all, fave 
my country ! 

♦ , . jFifti/hed in our cavern^ the %%d of jfuly^ 1 794. 

a few days hfon the difath of jRoie/pierre. 


LETTER 

ADDRESSED TO THE CONVENTION, 

Frfmairc ao, in the year of the pepublic^ 
ooQ and indiviiibley 3 ^Dec* lOi 1 7944 

Representatives^ 

.ON the 9th of Thermidor, (July 27) at the 
call of the faviours of their country, the republic- 
cans come forth from their tonabs :— I alfo require, 
to be again admitted to enjoy the light and air of 
the heavens* 

Hebert let loofe all the blood^hounds upon me | 
Pache came forward to denounce me; Henriot 
took up arms againft you for the purpoie of ieizing 
me ; Couthon nioved the decree of my apprehen- 
lion ; St Juft recapitulated my crimes ; Amar fra* 
med my fentcnce of profcription, and Barrere de» 
dared me an outlaw. 

I was the firft who denounced the tyrant unto 
you, and fet before you the crimes he had perpe-r 
trated, and the flill greater crimes which he had 
in view. Deny me not then an opportunity to rei* 
fute the calumny of that vile tyrant. Deprive me 
not of the advantage of thefe forms of procedure, 
tiy. which even Carriere himfelf was protected ? No : 
as you are free, fou will aWb *be juft. 

Amar and Bairere are yet among you : caufe 
them for the Urii time look, in the face of their vic- 
tim ; compel them to bring forth their acciifations 
in uiy own prefence ; not before that tribunal 
which was nothing elfe than a troop of afTajQlns : 
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let me be accufed before juft, impartial and mie:t- 
ceptionable judges ; I mean before you. Let them^^ 
be ordered by your decree, to be confronted be- 
fore me in a folemn manner, and I will fpeedily o- 
bey your call. 

I.wifh not to mention the innumerable perils 
and dilirefles which I have encountered ; there are 
fo many who have been expofed to ftill more than 
I. Sometimes under ground at the bottom of this 
grotto, fometimes w^andering on the fummits of 
towering hills, though abandoned and profcribed, 
yet alone and a freeman, I have often lifted my • 
voice, declaiming againll oppreffion. I have 
certainly fufFercd lefs than thofe worthy envoys of 
the people, who have been galled with fetters for 
their attachment to the caufe of liberty, others a- 
gain, kept in the pi*efenc€ of their oppreffors, with 
his conftantly threatning arm over their heads, 
liave waited with patience for the moment when 
they fhould be allowed to rife and hurl him to de- 
ftruftion. I do riot therefore thank you at this 
time for putting a period to my diftrefles ; but to 
thank you with the whole kingdom as the deliverers^ 
of their' country. Happy is he, who, having fuf- 
fered oppreffion in her defence, feels the reviving 
hope, of ft ill again ferving her with you ! 

(figtied) John-Baptist LouvET, 

ofie of tie reprefeniatives proJcriBed in 1793. 
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THE HYMN TO DEATH, 

As referred to in Page 115. 


I have expofed the crimes 
Of the bafe oppreflbrs of France : 
They are the conquerors, and in their vengeance 
They have fworn ray inftant death; 
"deceive, O I/iberty, my laft homage, 

Strike, Tyrants, the man who is free will envy my fate ! 
For all true republicans 
Prefer death to flavery. 

If 1 had but joined in their fury, 
They would have lavilhed gold on me : 
, But I cho(i? rather to ferve my country, 
I chofe rather to xlie for my country, 
- O Liberty ! Liberty ! what foul doft not thou animate ! 
Strike, Tyrants, for he who is free, will envy my fate ! 
For all true republicans 
Would rather die than be involved in guilt. 

Let my example animate you : 
Arm yourfelves, Hand up for our laws : 
Collbt has Feagued with Kings ; 
Cut down both kings and Collot.' 
jR-obefpierre, and all ye whom death accompanies, 

Tremble, Tyrants, for you muft anfwer for your crimes. 
For the bold Lyonnefe 
Prefer death to the Movjntain ! 

And thee whom I now leave to forroWf 
Beloved, fo dear U| my heart, 
Banilh all unwort^ weaknefs. 
Show thylelf more powerful than grief. 
O Liberty ! do thou revive and fupport her 1 
-For thy fake and mine, let her fupport the burden of life : 
There is, perhaps, a pledge in her womb^ 
The only fruit of our loves. 

Worthy 


